
155 half marathon training plan
155 half marathon training plan is an excellent way to prepare for your race
while improving your overall fitness and running efficiency. A structured
training plan can help you progressively build your endurance, speed, and
strength, ultimately leading you to achieve or surpass your goal of finishing
a half marathon in 1 hour and 55 minutes. In this article, we will explore
the components of a successful training plan, the key workouts involved, and
tips for preparation and recovery.

Understanding the 155 Half Marathon Goal

Setting a goal of completing a half marathon in 1 hour and 55 minutes means
you want to maintain an average pace of about 8:47 minutes per mile. This
target requires focused training, dedication, and an understanding of your
current fitness level.

Assessing Your Current Fitness Level

Before embarking on your training journey, it's essential to evaluate your
current running abilities. Consider the following:

1. Recent Race Times: If you've completed races in the past, analyze your
times and see how they compare to your goal.
2. Current Weekly Mileage: Knowing how many miles you currently run each week
helps gauge your starting point.
3. Running Experience: Your history with running, including previous
distances and race experiences, will influence your training plan.
4. Health and Injury History: Be aware of any past injuries that could affect
your training.

Components of a 155 Half Marathon Training Plan

A comprehensive training plan typically spans 12 to 16 weeks and includes
various types of workouts to build endurance, speed, and strength. The
following components are crucial to your success:

1. Long Runs

Long runs are fundamental to increasing your endurance and simulating race
conditions.



- Purpose: To build stamina and prepare your body for the distance.
- Frequency: Once a week, gradually increasing the distance.
- Pacing: Keep a conversational pace, usually 1-2 minutes slower than your
goal race pace.

Example Long Run Schedule:

- Week 1: 8 miles
- Week 2: 9 miles
- Week 3: 10 miles
- Week 4: 11 miles
- Week 5: 12 miles
- Week 6: 8 miles (cutback week)
- Week 7: 13 miles
- Week 8: 10 miles (cutback week)
- Week 9: 14 miles
- Week 10: 11 miles (cutback week)
- Week 11: 15 miles
- Week 12: 12 miles (cutback week)
- Week 13: 16 miles
- Week 14: 11 miles (cutback week)
- Week 15: 12 miles
- Week 16: Race Day!

2. Speed Work

Incorporating speed workouts helps improve your running economy and pace.

- Types of Speed Work:
- Intervals: Short bursts of speed followed by rest (e.g., 400m repeats).
- Tempo Runs: Sustained efforts at a challenging pace, ideally around your
goal race pace.
- Fartlek: A mix of fast and slow running over varying distances.

Speed Workout Example:

- Week 1: 4 x 800m at 5K pace with 400m recovery jogs.
- Week 2: 5-mile tempo run at goal half marathon pace.
- Week 3: Fartlek session with 30 seconds fast, 1 minute easy for 30 minutes.

3. Recovery Runs

Recovery runs are essential for allowing your body to adapt to the training
load.

- Purpose: To promote blood flow and recovery without adding significant
stress.



- Pacing: Run at an easy pace, about 1-2 minutes slower than your long run
pace.
- Frequency: 1-2 times per week.

4. Cross-Training

Incorporating cross-training can enhance your overall fitness while giving
your running muscles a break.

- Activities: Cycling, swimming, rowing, or yoga.
- Frequency: 1-2 times per week.
- Benefits: Improves cardiovascular fitness, strength, and flexibility while
reducing injury risk.

5. Strength Training

Building strength is crucial for improving running performance and preventing
injuries.

- Focus Areas: Core, legs, and upper body.
- Frequency: 1-2 times per week, with a mix of bodyweight exercises and
resistance training.

Strength Training Exercises:

- Squats
- Lunges
- Plank variations
- Deadlifts
- Push-ups

Weekly Training Structure

An effective weekly training structure will balance the different types of
workouts needed for your 155 half marathon training plan. Here’s an example
of what a week might look like:

- Monday: Rest or light cross-training
- Tuesday: Speed workout (intervals or tempo run)
- Wednesday: Recovery run (3-5 miles)
- Thursday: Strength training
- Friday: Easy run (4-6 miles)
- Saturday: Long run
- Sunday: Cross-training or rest



Nutrition and Hydration

Proper nutrition and hydration play a vital role in your training and overall
performance.

1. Daily Nutrition

Focus on a balanced diet rich in:

- Carbohydrates: Provide energy for your runs (whole grains, fruits,
vegetables).
- Proteins: Aid muscle recovery and repair (lean meats, dairy, legumes).
- Fats: Support overall health (avocados, nuts, olive oil).

2. Pre-Run Nutrition

Consume easily digestible carbohydrates before your runs, especially long
ones. Examples include:

- Bananas
- Energy gels
- Oatmeal

3. Hydration Strategies

Staying hydrated is crucial, especially on long runs.

- Before Runs: Drink water throughout the day.
- During Runs: Carry water or plan routes with water stops.
- After Runs: Rehydrate with water or electrolyte drinks.

Tips for Race Day Preparation

As you approach race day, consider the following tips:

1. Tapering: Reduce your mileage in the weeks leading up to the race to
ensure you're rested and ready.
2. Race Strategy: Plan your pacing, nutrition, and hydration strategy.
3. Gear: Test your race day outfit and shoes during training runs.
4. Get Rest: Prioritize sleep in the week leading up to the race.



Recovery Post-Race

After completing your half marathon, recovery is essential to prevent
injuries and prepare for future training.

- Cool Down: Finish with a gentle jog or walk to help your body transition.
- Stretching: Incorporate static stretching to improve flexibility.
- Rest: Take a few days off from running before gradually resuming your
training.
- Listen to Your Body: If you experience pain, take additional rest or seek
medical advice.

Conclusion

A well-structured 155 half marathon training plan can make all the difference
in achieving your race goals. By focusing on building endurance,
incorporating speed work, maintaining proper nutrition, and allowing for
adequate recovery, you’ll set yourself up for success on race day. Remember
to stay consistent, listen to your body, and most importantly, enjoy the
journey of training for your half marathon!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a 1:55 half marathon training plan designed
for?
A 1:55 half marathon training plan is designed for runners who aim to
complete a half marathon in approximately 1 hour and 55 minutes, which
translates to an average pace of around 8:46 per mile.

How many weeks long is a typical 1:55 half marathon
training plan?
Typically, a 1:55 half marathon training plan lasts between 10 to 12 weeks,
allowing sufficient time for gradual mileage increases and proper tapering
before the race.

What is the recommended weekly mileage for a 1:55
half marathon training plan?
The recommended weekly mileage for a 1:55 half marathon training plan usually
ranges from 25 to 35 miles, with peak weeks potentially reaching up to 40
miles.



What types of runs should be included in a 1:55 half
marathon training plan?
A training plan should include a mix of easy runs, long runs, tempo runs, and
interval training to build endurance, speed, and overall fitness.

How often should I do long runs when training for a
1:55 half marathon?
Long runs should be done once a week, gradually increasing in distance to
build endurance, with the longest run typically reaching between 10 to 12
miles.

What should I focus on during the last few weeks
leading up to the race?
In the last few weeks, focus on tapering your mileage, maintaining intensity
during key workouts, and ensuring proper nutrition and hydration to prepare
for race day.

Should I incorporate cross-training into my 1:55
half marathon training plan?
Yes, incorporating cross-training activities like cycling, swimming, or
strength training can help improve overall fitness and reduce the risk of
injury.

How do I adjust my training plan if I'm feeling
fatigued?
If you're feeling fatigued, listen to your body by reducing mileage, taking
extra rest days, and avoiding high-intensity workouts until you feel
recovered.

What nutrition strategies should I consider during
my training?
Focus on a balanced diet rich in carbohydrates, proteins, and healthy fats,
and practice fueling strategies during long runs to determine what works best
for you before race day.
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