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The 1960 Chevy Impala is a classic automobile that embodies the spirit of
American car culture in the late 1950s and early 1960s. As one of the most
popular models produced by Chevrolet, the Impala has become a symbol of
style, performance, and luxury. For owners of this iconic vehicle, having
access to the original owner's manual is essential for maintaining the car's
performance and preserving its value. This article will provide a
comprehensive overview of the 1960 Chevy Impala owner's manual, covering its
contents, importance, and tips for maintaining your classic car.

Overview of the 1960 Chevy Impala

The 1960 Chevy Impala was part of the second generation of Impalas, which
were produced from 1959 to 1964. The car featured a distinctive design with a
longer body, wider stance, and the iconic tailfins that were emblematic of
the era. Available in various body styles, including two-door coupes, four-
door sedans, and convertibles, the Impala offered a range of engine options
and trim levels to suit different preferences.

Key Features of the 1960 Chevy Impala

- Bold Styling: The 1960 model showcased a sleek silhouette with a lowered
roofline and pronounced tailfins, along with a distinctive grille and dual
headlights.
- Engine Options: The car was available with several engine configurations,
including the standard 235 cubic inch six-cylinder and various V8 options,
ranging from 283 to 348 cubic inches.
- Interior Comfort: The Impala was known for its spacious and comfortable
interior, featuring stylish upholstery and an array of options such as power
windows and air conditioning.
- Performance: With its powerful engine choices and smooth ride, the Impala
was designed for both city driving and highway cruising.

The Importance of the Owner's Manual

The owner's manual for the 1960 Chevy Impala serves multiple purposes for car
enthusiasts and collectors. Here are some reasons why it is crucial:

- Guidance on Operation: The manual provides detailed instructions on how to
operate various features of the vehicle, including starting the engine, using



the transmission, and operating the lights and wipers.
- Maintenance Information: It outlines recommended maintenance schedules,
including oil changes, tire rotations, and inspections, which are essential
for keeping the car in optimal condition.
- Technical Specifications: The manual includes specifications for the
engine, transmission, and other critical components, helping owners
understand their vehicle better.
- Troubleshooting: Should issues arise, the manual offers guidance on how to
diagnose and address common problems, which is invaluable for DIY repairs.

Contents of the 1960 Chevy Impala Owner's
Manual

The owner's manual for the 1960 Chevy Impala is typically divided into
several sections, each focusing on different aspects of vehicle ownership.
Below are the main sections commonly found in the manual:

1. Introduction and Safety Information

This section provides an overview of the vehicle, including safety
recommendations and precautions for driving. It emphasizes the importance of
seatbelt usage, proper seating positions, and awareness of road conditions.

2. Vehicle Controls and Instruments

A detailed guide on the dashboard instruments, including:

- Speedometer
- Fuel gauge
- Oil pressure gauge
- Temperature gauge
- Warning lights

This section explains how to read these instruments and what to do if any
warning lights illuminate.

3. Starting and Stopping the Engine

Instructions on how to properly start and stop the engine, including the use
of the ignition key, choke, and accelerator. It also covers procedures for
warm-up and cool-down.



4. Maintenance Schedule

This critical section outlines the recommended maintenance tasks, including:

- Every 1,000 miles: Check and adjust fluid levels, inspect tires, and check
brakes.
- Every 5,000 miles: Change engine oil and filter, inspect belts and hoses.
- Every 10,000 miles: Rotate tires, inspect spark plugs, and clean air
filter.

5. Troubleshooting Guide

A helpful resource for diagnosing common issues, this section provides a list
of symptoms and potential causes, along with recommended solutions. Common
issues may include:

- Engine won’t start
- Poor fuel economy
- Unusual noises

6. Specifications and Capacities

This section includes detailed specifications for the vehicle, such as:

- Engine specifications: horsepower, torque, and displacement
- Transmission types and gear ratios
- Fluid capacities: oil, coolant, and fuel

7. Warranty and Customer Service Information

Information about the warranty provided by Chevrolet at the time of purchase,
including coverage details and how to contact customer service for
assistance.

Preserving Your 1960 Chevy Impala

Owning a classic car like the 1960 Chevy Impala comes with a responsibility
to preserve its condition and value. Here are some tips for maintaining your
Impala based on the guidance found in the owner's manual:



Regular Maintenance

- Follow the maintenance schedule outlined in the owner's manual to ensure
the car runs smoothly.
- Use high-quality fluids and parts that meet or exceed the specifications
provided.

Protecting the Exterior

- Keep the car clean and waxed to protect the paint and body from corrosion
and fading.
- Store the vehicle in a garage or use a car cover when parked outside to
protect it from the elements.

Interior Care

- Regularly clean and condition the upholstery to prevent cracking and
fading.
- Avoid direct sunlight exposure by using sunshades or parking in shaded
areas.

Join a Community

Engaging with other Chevy Impala enthusiasts can provide valuable insights
and support. Consider joining local car clubs or online forums where you can
share experiences, tips, and resources.

Conclusion

The 1960 Chevy Impala owner's manual is an invaluable resource for anyone
lucky enough to own this classic car. It provides essential information on
operation, maintenance, and troubleshooting, ensuring that owners can enjoy
their vehicles to the fullest while preserving their value. As the Impala
continues to captivate car enthusiasts around the world, understanding how to
care for this iconic automobile through its owner's manual is key to
maintaining its legacy for future generations. Whether you're a new owner or
a long-time enthusiast, the knowledge contained within the manual is crucial
for keeping your 1960 Chevy Impala in peak condition.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 1960 Chevy Impala
owner's manual?
The 1960 Chevy Impala owner's manual includes detailed information on vehicle
specifications, maintenance schedules, operation instructions, and
troubleshooting tips for various systems including the engine, transmission,
and electrical components.

Where can I find a digital copy of the 1960 Chevy
Impala owner's manual?
Digital copies of the 1960 Chevy Impala owner's manual can often be found on
classic car enthusiast websites, forums, or sites that specialize in vintage
automotive literature. Websites like eBay or PDF archive sites may also have
downloadable versions.

What maintenance tips are provided in the 1960 Chevy
Impala owner's manual?
The manual provides maintenance tips such as regular oil changes, checking
and replacing spark plugs, maintaining proper tire pressure, and inspecting
the braking system to ensure optimal performance and longevity of the
vehicle.

How can the 1960 Chevy Impala owner's manual help
with restoration projects?
The owner's manual is a valuable resource for restoration projects as it
contains original specifications, part numbers, and guidelines for authentic
restoration, ensuring that owners can accurately restore their vehicle to its
original condition.

What troubleshooting advice is included in the 1960
Chevy Impala owner's manual?
The manual includes troubleshooting advice for common issues such as engine
starting problems, electrical system failures, and cooling system leaks,
providing step-by-step instructions to diagnose and fix these problems.

Are there any common errors to avoid when following
the 1960 Chevy Impala owner's manual?
Common errors to avoid include misinterpreting maintenance intervals or
ignoring recommended fluids and parts, as well as not following the torque



specifications for bolts during repairs, which can lead to mechanical
failures.
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