
13 guiding principles of blm
The Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement has become a significant force
advocating for racial justice and equality, particularly in the wake of high-
profile incidents of police violence against Black individuals. Established
in 2013, BLM has developed a set of guiding principles that shape its mission
and approach. These principles not only reflect the movement's core values
but also provide a framework for activism and community engagement. In this
article, we will explore the 13 guiding principles of BLM, highlighting their
significance in the fight against systemic racism and oppression.

Understanding the Guiding Principles

The guiding principles of the Black Lives Matter movement serve as a
foundation for its activism and outreach. They reflect a commitment to
inclusivity, community empowerment, and social justice. These principles are
designed to inspire action and create a shared understanding of the
movement's goals.

1. Diversity

One of the core tenets of BLM is its commitment to diversity. The movement
recognizes that Black lives are not monolithic. It embraces the full spectrum
of experiences within the Black community, including variations in gender,
sexuality, and socio-economic status. This principle underscores the
importance of amplifying marginalized voices and ensuring that all Black
lives are valued.

2. Globalism

The BLM movement acknowledges that the struggle for Black lives is not
confined to the United States. It embraces a global perspective, recognizing
that anti-Black racism exists in various forms worldwide. By connecting with
international movements and communities, BLM aims to highlight the
interconnectedness of struggles against oppression.

3. Intersectionality

Intersectionality is a crucial component of BLM’s guiding principles. This
concept emphasizes that individuals experience oppression in varying ways
based on their identities, including race, gender, sexuality, and class. BLM
advocates for an intersectional approach that addresses these overlapping



forms of discrimination, ensuring that no one is left behind in the fight for
justice.

4. Restorative Justice

The principle of restorative justice focuses on healing and reconciliation
rather than punishment. BLM advocates for approaches that seek to repair harm
inflicted by systemic racism and violence. This principle emphasizes the
importance of community-led solutions and the need to address the root causes
of injustice.

5. Collective Power

Collective power is central to BLM's philosophy. The movement believes in the
strength of community organizing and grassroots activism. By mobilizing
individuals to work together, BLM seeks to create a powerful force for change
that can challenge systemic injustices and demand accountability.

6. Transgender Affirming

The BLM movement highlights the importance of supporting transgender and
gender non-conforming individuals. Recognizing the heightened violence and
discrimination faced by these communities, BLM advocates for policies and
practices that affirm and protect their rights. This principle underscores
the need for solidarity across all aspects of identity.

7. Queer Affirming

Similar to its commitment to transgender rights, BLM is also a queer-
affirming movement. It seeks to create a safe space for individuals of all
sexual orientations and gender identities. By embracing queer identities, BLM
aims to dismantle the societal norms that perpetuate discrimination and
violence against LGBTQ+ individuals.

8. Intergenerational

BLM values the contributions of individuals from all generations. The
movement recognizes that both older and younger activists have vital roles to
play in the struggle for justice. By fostering intergenerational dialogue and
collaboration, BLM seeks to build a more inclusive movement that honors the
legacy of past struggles while empowering future generations.



9. Sustainability

Sustainability is a guiding principle that emphasizes the need for long-term
commitment to the movement's goals. BLM encourages activists to prioritize
self-care and community well-being to prevent burnout. This principle
recognizes that the fight for justice is ongoing and requires sustained
effort and dedication.

10. Accountability

Accountability is essential for building trust within the community and
ensuring that the movement remains focused on its goals. BLM emphasizes the
importance of holding individuals and institutions accountable for their
actions. This principle encourages transparency and responsibility at all
levels of the movement.

11. Empowerment

Empowerment is a key aspect of BLM's guiding principles. The movement seeks
to empower individuals and communities to take action and advocate for their
rights. By providing resources, education, and support, BLM aims to foster a
sense of agency among marginalized populations.

12. Anti-Capitalist

BLM’s anti-capitalist stance critiques the ways in which capitalism
perpetuates inequality and exploitation. The movement advocates for economic
justice and challenges systems that prioritize profit over people. This
principle calls for a reevaluation of economic structures to create a more
equitable society.

13. Black Villages

The concept of "Black villages" emphasizes the importance of building strong,
supportive communities. BLM advocates for the creation of safe spaces where
individuals can connect, heal, and work together toward collective goals.
This principle underscores the significance of community support in the fight
against systemic oppression.



Conclusion

The 13 guiding principles of the Black Lives Matter movement provide a
comprehensive framework for understanding its mission and objectives. By
embracing diversity, intersectionality, and collective power, BLM seeks to
address the multifaceted nature of oppression faced by Black individuals and
communities. Each principle reinforces the movement's commitment to social
justice, accountability, and empowerment.

As the movement continues to evolve, these guiding principles remain
essential in shaping its direction and activities. They serve as a reminder
that the fight for Black lives is interconnected with broader struggles for
justice and equity. By adhering to these principles, activists can contribute
to a more inclusive and just society, where all individuals are valued and
respected.

In a world where systemic racism and inequality persist, the principles of
BLM offer a roadmap for meaningful change. By understanding and embracing
these guiding tenets, individuals and communities can work together to
dismantle oppressive systems and create a brighter future for all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the 13 guiding principles of the Black
Lives Matter movement?
The 13 guiding principles encompass a commitment to intersectionality,
collective value, restorative justice, empathy, diversity, globalism, and a
focus on the needs of the most marginalized among us.

How do the principles of Black Lives Matter address
intersectionality?
The principles emphasize the importance of recognizing and addressing the
overlapping identities and experiences of individuals, particularly those
affected by multiple forms of discrimination.

Why is restorative justice a key principle in the
Black Lives Matter movement?
Restorative justice focuses on repairing harm and fostering healing rather
than punitive measures, which aligns with the movement's aim to create safe
and inclusive communities.



In what ways do the guiding principles promote
collective value?
The guiding principles promote collective value by emphasizing that all Black
lives are important, regardless of their backgrounds, and that solidarity
strengthens the fight against systemic oppression.

How do the principles of Black Lives Matter reflect
the importance of empathy?
Empathy is crucial in the principles as it encourages understanding and
compassion for the experiences of others, fostering a more unified movement
that supports various struggles within the Black community.

What role does globalism play in the guiding
principles of Black Lives Matter?
Globalism highlights the interconnectedness of struggles for justice around
the world, recognizing that the fight against anti-Black racism is part of a
larger movement for human rights and social justice globally.

How can individuals support the guiding principles
of Black Lives Matter?
Individuals can support the principles by educating themselves about systemic
racism, engaging in community activism, amplifying marginalized voices, and
committing to allyship and justice in their daily lives.
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