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The 1985 Ford Econoline E350 motorhome is a classic vehicle that has been cherished by
enthusiasts and families alike for its spacious interiors, reliable performance, and versatility. As a
motorhome, it offers the comforts of home on the road, making it an ideal choice for camping trips,
road trips, and extended travel. This article will provide a comprehensive overview of the 1985 Ford
Econoline E350 motorhome manual, detailing its specifications, features, maintenance tips, and
common issues.

Specifications of the 1985 Ford Econoline E350

The specifications of the 1985 Ford Econoline E350 motorhome are essential for understanding its
capabilities and maintenance requirements. Below are some key specifications:

Engine: The E350 typically comes with a 7.5-liter V8 engine, which provides ample power for
both driving and towing.

Transmission: It is equipped with a 3-speed automatic transmission, ensuring smooth shifting
and ease of driving.

Wheelbase: The standard wheelbase is around 138 inches, contributing to a stable ride.

Dimensions: The overall length can vary, but it typically measures around 21 to 24 feet.

Fuel Capacity: The fuel tank capacity is approximately 35 gallons, allowing for long-distance
travel without frequent refueling.

Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR): The GVWR is around 10,000 to 11,000 pounds,
depending on the specific configuration.

Features of the 1985 Ford Econoline E350 Motorhome

The 1985 Ford Econoline E350 is designed to provide comfort and convenience while traveling.
Some standout features include:

Spacious Interior: Accommodates up to six passengers with sleeping arrangements for four,
making it suitable for families.

Kitchen Area: Comes equipped with a refrigerator, stove, and sink, allowing for meal
preparation on the go.



Bathroom Facilities: Most models come with a compact bathroom, including a toilet and
shower.

Storage Solutions: Ample storage compartments for clothes, food supplies, and camping
gear.

Heating and Cooling: Many models feature an onboard heating system and air conditioning
for climate control.

Owner’s Manual Overview

The owner’s manual for the 1985 Ford Econoline E350 motorhome is an essential resource for
owners. It provides detailed information on operation, maintenance, and troubleshooting. Here are
some key sections typically found in the manual:

1. Operating Instructions

The operating section guides users on how to start and operate the vehicle efficiently. Key topics
include:

- How to start the engine
- Using the transmission
- Operating the electrical system
- Utilizing the onboard appliances

2. Maintenance Schedule

Regular maintenance is crucial for keeping the motorhome in optimal condition. The manual usually
includes:

- Oil Change: Every 3,000 miles or as recommended by the manufacturer.
- Tire Rotation: Every 6,000 to 8,000 miles to ensure even wear.
- Brake Inspection: Every 12,000 miles or if the brakes feel spongy.
- Fluid Checks: Monthly checks of engine oil, brake fluid, transmission fluid, and coolant.

3. Troubleshooting Common Issues

The troubleshooting section addresses common problems that owners may encounter, such as:

- Engine Won’t Start: Check battery connections and fuel levels.
- Electrical Problems: Inspect fuses and connections for any signs of wear or damage.



- Water Leaks: Examine seals and gaskets, especially around windows and doors.

Maintenance Tips for Longevity

To ensure the longevity of the 1985 Ford Econoline E350 motorhome, owners should follow these
maintenance tips:

Regular Inspections: Conduct thorough inspections of the engine, transmission, and brakes1.
to catch issues early.

Keep it Clean: Regularly wash the exterior and clean the interior to prevent rust and wear.2.

Check Tires: Maintain proper tire pressure and replace tires as needed for safety.3.

Store Properly: If not in use, store the motorhome in a covered area to protect it from the4.
elements.

Use Quality Parts: When replacing parts, opt for high-quality or OEM components to ensure5.
reliability.

Common Issues and Solutions

Every vehicle experiences issues over time, and the 1985 Ford Econoline E350 motorhome is no
exception. Here are some common problems and their potential solutions:

1. Engine Performance Issues

Owners may notice a decrease in engine performance due to:

- Dirty Fuel Filters: Regularly check and replace fuel filters to maintain optimal fuel flow.
- Worn Spark Plugs: Replace spark plugs every few years to ensure efficient combustion.

2. Electrical System Failures

Electrical issues can arise, affecting lights and appliances. Solutions include:

- Corroded Connectors: Inspect and clean electrical connectors to ensure a solid connection.
- Blown Fuses: Check the fuse panel for any blown fuses and replace them as necessary.



3. Water Damage

Water leaks can lead to significant damage. To prevent and address this issue:

- Inspect Seals: Regularly check the seals around windows and doors for wear and replace them if
necessary.
- Clean Gutters: Ensure that gutters and downspouts are clear to prevent water from pooling on the
roof.

Conclusion

The 1985 Ford Econoline E350 motorhome is a remarkable vehicle that continues to offer adventure
and comfort to its owners. Understanding the motorhome's specifications, features, and
maintenance requirements is crucial for maximizing its potential. By utilizing the owner’s manual,
following maintenance tips, and addressing common issues promptly, owners can ensure that their
motorhome remains a reliable companion for years to come. Whether you're embarking on a
weekend getaway or a cross-country journey, the 1985 Ford Econoline E350 motorhome is ready to
create lasting memories on the open road.

Frequently Asked Questions

What engine options were available for the 1985 Ford
Econoline E350 motorhome?
The 1985 Ford Econoline E350 motorhome typically came with a 7.5L V8 engine as the standard
option, with a 5.8L V8 engine also available for certain models.

Where can I find a manual for the 1985 Ford Econoline E350
motorhome?
You can find a manual for the 1985 Ford Econoline E350 motorhome through various online
retailers, eBay, or by checking with vintage Ford parts suppliers. Some forums and enthusiast
websites may also offer downloadable versions.

What are some common maintenance tips for the 1985 Ford
Econoline E350 motorhome?
Regular maintenance tips include checking and changing the engine oil, inspecting the brakes,
monitoring tire pressure and tread, checking the coolant and transmission fluid levels, and ensuring
the electrical systems are functioning properly.



How do I troubleshoot electrical issues in a 1985 Ford
Econoline E350 motorhome?
To troubleshoot electrical issues, start by checking the fuses, inspecting wiring for corrosion or
damage, testing the battery and alternator, and using a multimeter to check for proper voltage in
circuits.

What are the dimensions and weight limits for the 1985 Ford
Econoline E350 motorhome?
The 1985 Ford Econoline E350 motorhome typically has a length of around 20-24 feet and a weight
limit of approximately 10,000 pounds, depending on the specific model and configuration.
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