
1950s music trivia questions and
answers
1950s music trivia questions and answers are a fun way to test your knowledge
of a decade that significantly shaped the music landscape. The 1950s was a
transformative era in music, giving birth to rock 'n' roll, rhythm and blues,
and a variety of other genres that influenced countless artists in the years
to come. This article delves into trivia questions related to the music of
the 1950s, exploring the artists, hits, and cultural impact of this iconic
decade.

Overview of 1950s Music

The 1950s marked a seismic shift in the music industry, with the emergence of
new genres and styles. Rock 'n' roll became the soundtrack of youth culture,
while rhythm and blues laid the groundwork for future genres like soul and
funk. Artists like Elvis Presley, Chuck Berry, Little Richard, and Buddy
Holly revolutionized the way music was created and consumed, paving the way
for future generations.

Key Genres of the 1950s

- Rock 'n' Roll: Characterized by a strong beat and simple melodies, rock 'n'
roll became popular among teenagers.
- Rhythm and Blues (R&B): This genre combined jazz, gospel, and blues,
influencing many rock artists.
- Country Music: The 1950s saw the rise of country legends like Johnny Cash
and Hank Williams.
- Doo-Wop: A vocal harmony style that gained popularity in the late 1950s,
featuring groups like The Platters.

Trivia Questions and Answers

Here’s a compilation of trivia questions and answers about 1950s music that
can challenge your knowledge or serve as a fun activity with friends.

General Trivia Questions

1. Question: Who is known as the "King of Rock 'n' Roll"?
- Answer: Elvis Presley.



2. Question: Which song is often credited as the first rock 'n' roll record?
- Answer: "Rocket 88" by Jackie Brenston and his Delta Cats.

3. Question: What year did Buddy Holly die in a plane crash?
- Answer: 1959.

4. Question: Who were the "Big Bopper" and "Ritchie Valens"?
- Answer: Both were rock and roll musicians who died in the same plane crash
as Buddy Holly.

5. Question: Which record label was known for its R&B and rock 'n' roll
artists, including Chuck Berry?
- Answer: Chess Records.

Iconic Artists and Their Hits

6. Question: Which artist had a hit with "Tutti Frutti" in 1955?
- Answer: Little Richard.

7. Question: What song, released by Elvis Presley in 1956, became his first
major hit?
- Answer: "Heartbreak Hotel."

8. Question: Who was the lead singer of The Platters, famous for the song
"Only You"?
- Answer: Tony Williams.

9. Question: What song did Chuck Berry release in 1958 that became a defining
anthem for teenage culture?
- Answer: "Johnny B. Goode."

10. Question: Which female artist is known for her hit "I Will Always Love
You," although it gained popularity later?
- Answer: Dolly Parton (noted for later fame; however, she began her career
in the 1950s).

Influential Events and Milestones

11. Question: What significant music festival took place in 1956 and
showcased rock 'n' roll?
- Answer: The first-ever Rock and Roll Carnival.

12. Question: Which television show helped popularize rock music in the
1950s?
- Answer: "American Bandstand."

13. Question: In what year did Elvis Presley make his first appearance on



"The Ed Sullivan Show"?
- Answer: 1956.

14. Question: What was the name of the first music video, which aired in 1956
featuring Elvis Presley?
- Answer: "Don't Be Cruel."

15. Question: The "Payola" scandal in the late 1950s involved which two music
industry figures?
- Answer: Alan Freed and Dick Clark.

Notable Songs and Their Impact

16. Question: Who wrote and recorded "Hound Dog" before Elvis made it famous?
- Answer: Big Mama Thornton.

17. Question: What was the original title of the song "Rock Around the
Clock," and who performed it?
- Answer: It was originally recorded by Sonny Dae and His Knights before Bill
Haley & His Comets made it famous.

18. Question: Which song by the Everly Brothers became a massive hit in 1957?
- Answer: "Bye Bye Love."

19. Question: What year did the Billboard Hot 100 chart debut?
- Answer: 1958.

20. Question: Which song by Frankie Lymon & The Teenagers was a significant
hit in 1956?
- Answer: "Why Do Fools Fall in Love?"

Emerging Trends and Cultural Impact

21. Question: What dance craze, popularized in the 1950s, accompanied many
rock 'n' roll songs?
- Answer: The Twist.

22. Question: Who is known for the hit "Chantilly Lace" released in 1958?
- Answer: The Big Bopper.

23. Question: Which group is credited with popularizing the "Doo-Wop" style
in the late 1950s?
- Answer: The Five Satins.

24. Question: In what way did 1950s music influence later genres like punk
and hip-hop?
- Answer: The rebellious spirit and innovative sound of rock 'n' roll laid



the groundwork for punk, while the storytelling and rhythmic elements
influenced hip-hop.

25. Question: Which famous music festival, often seen as a precursor to
modern music festivals, took place in 1958?
- Answer: The Newport Jazz Festival, although primarily jazz, set the stage
for various genres to be celebrated together.

Conclusion

The music of the 1950s was more than just a collection of hits; it was a
cultural phenomenon that reflected the changing social landscape of America.
From the rise of rock 'n' roll to the impact of television on music
popularity, the decade set the foundation for future musical movements.
Whether you're a music aficionado or just looking for fun trivia questions,
the 1950s offers a rich tapestry of stories and songs that still resonate
today. So gather your friends, test your knowledge, and celebrate the
timeless music of this iconic era!

Frequently Asked Questions

What iconic music genre emerged in the 1950s that
combined rhythm and blues with country music?
Rock and roll.

Which famous singer, known as the 'King of Rock and
Roll', rose to prominence in the 1950s?
Elvis Presley.

What 1959 hit song by The Platters became one of the
most recognized doo-wop songs of all time?
'Smoke Gets in Your Eyes'.

Which music festival, considered the first major
rock and roll festival, took place in 1959?
The Newport Jazz Festival.



Who was the legendary female singer known for hits
like 'At Last' and who gained fame in the 1950s?
Etta James.

What popular television show featured musical
performances and helped launch the careers of many
artists in the 1950s?
American Bandstand.

Which song, performed by Chuck Berry in 1958, is
often credited as one of the first rock and roll
songs?
'Johnny B. Goode'.

What 1950s musical genre is characterized by its
upbeat tempo and was commonly associated with
dancing?
Rockabilly.
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