
12 characteristics of function graphs
answer key
12 characteristics of function graphs answer key are essential tools for
understanding mathematical functions and their visual representations. Function graphs
serve as a powerful means of conveying information about relationships between
variables, making them an invaluable resource in both academic and applied mathematics.
In this article, we will explore the twelve key characteristics that define function graphs,
providing a comprehensive answer key for students, educators, and anyone interested in
mathematics.

1. Definition of a Function

Before diving into the characteristics of function graphs, it is crucial to understand what a
function is. A function is a relation that assigns exactly one output (y) for each input (x).
This means that for every x-value in the domain, there exists a unique y-value in the range.
Graphically, this is represented by plotting points on a Cartesian plane.

Key Points:

Each x-value corresponds to only one y-value.

Functions can be linear, quadratic, polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic,
etc.

2. Domain and Range

The domain of a function is the set of all possible input values (x-values), while the range
is the set of all possible output values (y-values). Understanding the domain and range is
essential for analyzing the behavior of function graphs.

Key Points:

Identify restrictions on x (e.g., division by zero, square roots of negative numbers).

Determine the range by observing the output values of the function.



3. Intercepts

Intercepts are points where the function graph crosses the axes. There are two types of
intercepts: x-intercepts and y-intercepts.

Key Points:

The x-intercept is found by setting y = 0 and solving for x.

The y-intercept is found by setting x = 0 and solving for y.

4. Asymptotes

Asymptotes are lines that the graph approaches but never reaches. They help describe the
end behavior of a function.

Types of Asymptotes:

Vertical Asymptotes: Occur where the function approaches infinity; typically found1.
in rational functions.

Horizontal Asymptotes: Describe the behavior as x approaches positive or negative2.
infinity.

Oblique Asymptotes: Exist when the degree of the numerator is one higher than3.
the degree of the denominator.

5. Continuity

A function is continuous if there are no breaks, jumps, or holes in its graph. Continuity is a
vital characteristic as it affects the behavior of the function.

Key Points:

A continuous function can be drawn without lifting the pencil from the paper.



Points of discontinuity can include removable, jump, or infinite discontinuities.

6. End Behavior

End behavior describes how the function behaves as x approaches positive or negative
infinity. This characteristic reveals important information about the overall shape of the
graph.

Key Points:

Analyze the leading term of polynomial functions for end behavior.

Exponential and logarithmic functions have distinct end behaviors based on their
base.

7. Increasing and Decreasing Intervals

A function is considered increasing when its graph rises as you move from left to right and
decreasing when it falls. Identifying these intervals is crucial for understanding the
function's behavior.

Key Points:

Determine intervals by inspecting the slope of the graph.

Use the first derivative test to find local maxima and minima.

8. Maximum and Minimum Values

The maximum and minimum values of a function are the highest and lowest points on its
graph, respectively. These extrema can be classified as local (or relative) and global (or
absolute).



Key Points:

Local maxima and minima occur at critical points where the first derivative is zero or
undefined.

Global maxima and minima are the highest and lowest values over the entire domain.

9. Symmetry

Symmetry in function graphs indicates a certain regularity and can simplify analysis.
There are two primary types of symmetry to consider: even and odd.

Types of Symmetry:

Even Functions: Symmetrical about the y-axis (f(x) = f(-x)).1.

Odd Functions: Symmetrical about the origin (f(-x) = -f(x)).2.

10. Periodicity

A function is periodic if it repeats its values at regular intervals. Periodicity is most
commonly associated with trigonometric functions.

Key Points:

The period of a function is the length of one complete cycle.

Examples include sine and cosine functions, which have a period of 2π.

11. Behavior Near Critical Points

Critical points are values of x where the derivative of the function is zero or undefined.
Understanding the behavior of a function near these points is crucial for determining its
shape.



Key Points:

Evaluate the first and second derivatives to determine concavity and the nature of
critical points.

Use the first derivative test to classify critical points as local maxima, minima, or
saddle points.

12. Transformations

Transformations are changes made to the function that affect its graph. Understanding
these transformations helps in sketching the graphs of functions with ease.

Types of Transformations:

Vertical Shifts: Moving the graph up or down by adding or subtracting a constant1.
from the function.

Horizontal Shifts: Moving the graph left or right by adding or subtracting a2.
constant inside the function.

Reflections: Flipping the graph over the x-axis or y-axis.3.

Stretching and Compressing: Altering the steepness of the graph by multiplying4.
the function by a constant.

Conclusion

Understanding the 12 characteristics of function graphs is fundamental in mathematics.
These characteristics not only aid in graphing functions but also deepen the
comprehension of their properties and behaviors. Whether for academic purposes or
practical applications, mastering these concepts will enhance your mathematical skills and
enable you to analyze data effectively. By familiarizing yourself with these key
characteristics, you will be better equipped to tackle more complex mathematical
problems and appreciate the beauty of mathematical relationships.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the key characteristics of function graphs?
The key characteristics of function graphs include domain, range, intercepts, symmetry,
end behavior, and continuity.

How can you determine the domain of a function graph?
The domain of a function graph can be determined by identifying all possible x-values that
produce valid y-values, often by examining the graph for any breaks or restrictions.

What does the range of a function graph represent?
The range of a function graph represents all possible y-values that the function can output,
derived from the graph's vertical extent.

What is the significance of intercepts in function
graphs?
Intercepts are significant as they indicate where the graph crosses the axes, with x-
intercepts showing where y=0 and y-intercepts showing where x=0.

How can symmetry in a function graph be identified?
Symmetry can be identified by checking if the graph is a mirror image across the y-axis
(even function), the origin (odd function), or another line.

What is meant by the end behavior of a function graph?
End behavior refers to the behavior of the graph as x approaches positive or negative
infinity, indicating how the function behaves at the extremes of its domain.
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