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The 1990 Corvette, a quintessential American sports car, is celebrated for its performance,
design, and engineering excellence. The owners manual for this iconic vehicle serves as an
essential guide for both new and seasoned Corvette enthusiasts. This comprehensive
document not only provides vital information on the car’s features and maintenance but
also enhances the driving experience by helping owners understand their vehicle inside and
out. In this article, we will explore the various sections of the 1990 Corvette Owners
Manual, including its key features, maintenance tips, troubleshooting advice, and more.

Overview of the 1990 Corvette

The 1990 Corvette is part of the C4 generation, which was produced from 1984 to 1996.
This model year saw several enhancements that contributed to its reputation as a high-
performance sports car.

Key Specifications

- Engine: The 1990 Corvette came equipped with a 5.7-liter V8 engine, known as the L98,
producing 245 horsepower.
- Transmission: Options included a 4-speed automatic transmission or a 6-speed manual
transmission, offering drivers a choice between convenience and control.
- Performance: The car could accelerate from 0 to 60 mph in just over 6 seconds, making it
competitive for its time.
- Fuel Economy: The Corvette achieved an estimated 16 mpg in the city and 25 mpg on the
highway.

Design Features

- Exterior: The 1990 Corvette maintained the sleek and aerodynamic design characteristic
of the C4 generation, with a low profile and sharp lines.
- Interior: The cabin was designed with the driver in mind, featuring supportive seats, an
ergonomic layout, and various luxury options such as leather upholstery.

Contents of the Owners Manual

The 1990 Corvette Owners Manual is divided into several sections, each focusing on
different aspects of the vehicle. Below, we will break down the most important sections.



Introduction

This section introduces new owners to the Corvette brand and the specific features of the
1990 model. It emphasizes the importance of understanding the vehicle's capabilities and
limitations for an optimal driving experience.

Getting to Know Your Corvette

This part of the manual provides detailed descriptions of the car's major components,
including:

- Dashboard Layout: An overview of the gauges and indicators, including speedometer,
tachometer, fuel gauge, and warning lights.
- Controls and Features: Detailed information on essential controls such as headlights,
windshield wipers, climate control, and audio system.

Driving Your Corvette

Understanding how to operate the Corvette safely and effectively is crucial for any owner.
This section covers:

- Starting and Stopping: Instructions for starting the engine, including the importance of
checking the vehicle's systems before ignition.
- Driving Techniques: Tips on how to handle the car in various conditions, such as rain or
snow, and advice on high-performance driving.
- Parking and Security: Best practices for parking and securing the vehicle to prevent theft.

Maintenance and Care

Proper maintenance is vital for the longevity and performance of the 1990 Corvette. This
section outlines recommended maintenance schedules and tasks.

Regular Maintenance Schedule

Owners are encouraged to follow a routine maintenance schedule, which typically includes
the following:

1. Oil Change: Every 3,000 to 5,000 miles or as needed.
2. Tire Rotation: Every 5,000 to 7,500 miles.
3. Brake Inspection: Every 10,000 miles.
4. Fluid Checks: Regularly inspect fluids including coolant, transmission fluid, and brake
fluid.



Care and Cleaning

To keep the Corvette looking its best, owners should adhere to specific cleaning and care
guidelines:

- Washing: Use a gentle car wash soap and a soft sponge to clean the exterior. Avoid
automatic car washes that may scratch the paint.
- Waxing: Wax the car every 3-6 months to protect the paint and enhance shine.
- Interior Care: Use appropriate cleaners for leather and vinyl surfaces to maintain the
interior's appearance.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even with proper care, owners may face some common issues. This section offers guidance
on troubleshooting and resolving these problems.

Engine Issues

- Starting Problems: If the engine fails to start, check the battery connections and ensure
the battery is charged.
- Overheating: Monitor the temperature gauge; if the engine overheats, check coolant
levels and inspect for leaks.

Electrical Problems

- Electrical Failures: If lights or instruments malfunction, inspect fuses and wiring for
damage.
- Battery Drain: If the car experiences battery drain, consider disconnecting the battery
when not in use for extended periods.

Safety Features and Recommendations

The 1990 Corvette comes equipped with several safety features designed to protect the
driver and passengers. This section details these features as well as safety
recommendations.

Safety Features

- Anti-lock Braking System (ABS): Helps maintain steering control during hard braking.
- Airbags: Driver and passenger airbags provide additional protection in the event of a



collision.
- Traction Control: Some models include traction control to enhance stability in slippery
conditions.

Safety Recommendations

- Always wear seatbelts.
- Familiarize yourself with the vehicle’s safety features and how to use them effectively.
- Regularly inspect tires and brakes to ensure they are in good condition.

Conclusion

The 1990 Corvette Owners Manual is an invaluable resource for anyone fortunate enough to
own this classic American sports car. By understanding the features, maintenance
requirements, and safety recommendations outlined in the manual, owners can ensure
their Corvette remains in peak condition for years to come. Whether you are a first-time
owner or a long-time enthusiast, taking the time to read and follow the guidelines in the
owners manual will enhance your driving experience and appreciation of this iconic vehicle.
With proper care and attention, the 1990 Corvette will continue to be a source of pride and
joy on the road.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a digital copy of the 1990 Corvette
owner's manual?
You can find a digital copy of the 1990 Corvette owner's manual on websites like Corvette
Forum, or through the official Chevrolet owner's website under the owner's manual section.

What are the key maintenance tips included in the 1990
Corvette owner's manual?
The manual includes tips such as regular oil changes every 3,000 miles, checking the tire
pressure monthly, and inspecting the brake system routinely for optimal performance.

How do I reset the service indicator on my 1990
Corvette?
To reset the service indicator, turn the ignition to the 'ON' position without starting the
engine, then press and hold the gas pedal for about 10 seconds until the light goes off.



What type of oil is recommended for the 1990 Corvette?
The manual recommends using 5W-30 or 10W-30 multi-viscosity oil for optimal engine
performance.

Are there any specific tire sizes recommended in the
1990 Corvette owner's manual?
Yes, the recommended tire sizes for the 1990 Corvette are 255/40ZR17 for the front and
285/40ZR17 for the rear.

What troubleshooting steps does the 1990 Corvette
owner's manual suggest for electrical issues?
The manual suggests checking the battery connections, fuses, and wiring harness for
damage or corrosion as initial troubleshooting steps for electrical issues.

Does the 1990 Corvette owner's manual provide
guidance on using the anti-lock braking system?
Yes, the manual explains how the anti-lock braking system works and advises on
maintaining safe driving practices, especially during hard braking.

What are the recommended fluid types for the 1990
Corvette?
The manual recommends using Dexron III automatic transmission fluid, DOT-3 brake fluid,
and GM-approved coolant for the engine.

How can I identify the correct fuse for my 1990
Corvette?
The owner's manual includes a fuse diagram that details the location and function of each
fuse, making it easy to identify the correct one for your needs.

Is there a section in the 1990 Corvette owner's manual
about performance modifications?
While the manual primarily focuses on maintenance and operation, it includes a brief
section discussing warranty implications of performance modifications.
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