10 facts about the great fire of
london

10 Facts About the Great Fire of London

The Great Fire of London, which occurred in September 1666, is one of the
most infamous events in British history. It not only reshaped the city’s
landscape but also had a profound impact on its society, economy, and
architecture. This catastrophic fire lasted for four days, destroying a
significant portion of the city and leading to extensive changes in urban
planning and fire safety regulations. Here, we delve into ten pivotal facts
about this monumental disaster, shedding light on its causes, consequences,
and lasting legacy.

1. The Fire’'s Origin

The Great Fire of London is believed to have started on September 2, 1666, in
a bakery on Pudding Lane. The establishment, owned by Thomas Farriner, caught
fire due to a spark from the oven. Despite the bakery’'s location being
relatively small, the fire quickly spread due to the wooden construction of
the buildings in that area.

Key Points of Origin

- Location: The bakery was situated on Pudding Lane, close to London Bridge.
- Flammable Materials: Buildings in London at the time were primarily made of
timber and were densely packed, making it easy for flames to leap from one
structure to another.

- Initial Response: The initial response to the fire was inadequate, with
local citizens attempting to extinguish it using buckets of water.

2. Rapid Spread of the Fire

Once ignited, the fire spread rapidly, fueled by strong winds and the
abundance of combustible materials. Within a few hours, it had engulfed a
large part of the city, leading to widespread panic and chaos.

Factors Contributing to the Spread

- Weather Conditions: A strong easterly wind fanned the flames, propelling



them through the streets.

- Urban Structure: The narrow streets and closely packed buildings
facilitated the fire'’s progression.

- Delayed Action: The Lord Mayor, Sir Thomas Bloodworth, initially
underestimated the situation, which delayed a more coordinated firefighting
effort.

3. The Extent of Destruction

The Great Fire ultimately consumed a substantial portion of London. An
estimated 13,200 houses, 87 parish churches, and several significant
buildings, including St. Paul’s Cathedral, were destroyed.

Impact on the City

- Total Area Affected: Approximately 436 acres of the city were devastated.
- Loss of Historical Landmarks: Iconic structures and landmarks were reduced
to ashes.

- Population Displacement: Tens of thousands of people were left homeless as
a result of the devastation.

4. Casualties and Loss of Life

While the fire caused monumental destruction, the loss of life was
surprisingly low compared to the scale of the disaster. Official records
suggest that only a few deaths were reported, although some historians
believe the actual number could be higher.

Reasons for Limited Casualties

- Evacuation Efforts: Many residents fled the city as the fire spread,
reducing the number of casualties.

- Time of Year: The fire occurred during a period when many people were away
from the city, as it was harvest time.

- Lack of Accurate Records: The chaos of the event made it difficult to keep
accurate death records.

5. The Role of Firefighting Equipment

At the time of the Great Fire, London had very rudimentary firefighting



equipment and methods. The fire brigades were not as organized or effective
as they are today, which contributed to the fire's rapid spread.

Early Firefighting Techniques

- Bucket Brigades: Citizens formed bucket brigades to transport water from
the Thames River, but this was largely ineffective against the inferno.

- Fire Hooks: Firefighters used hooks to pull down burning structures, but
this was often too late to prevent further spread.

- Lack of Coordination: There was no central command or coordination among
the various groups attempting to fight the fire.

6. The Aftermath and Rebuilding Efforts

The aftermath of the Great Fire saw a massive rebuilding effort that
transformed the landscape of London. The reconstruction was not only about
rebuilding homes and businesses but also about rethinking urban planning and
fire safety.

Major Changes Post-Fire

- Rebuilding Regulations: New building codes were established, including the
use of brick and stone instead of timber to prevent future fires.

- St. Paul’s Cathedral: Sir Christopher Wren was commissioned to design a new
St. Paul’s Cathedral, which remains a symbol of London today.

- Urban Planning: The city’s layout was altered to create wider streets and
better access for fire-fighting efforts.

7. The Great Fire and Public Health

Following the fire, there were significant public health concerns, as the
disaster had disrupted basic sanitation and housing. The crowded conditions
of makeshift shelters led to fears of outbreaks of diseases.

Health Implications

- Cholera and Plague: The Great Fire helped to eliminate the bubonic plague,
which had been a significant issue in London prior to the fire, as the
destruction of overcrowded areas reduced the rodent population.

- Sanitation Efforts: The rebuilding process led to improved sanitation
measures, including better waste management systems.



8. Cultural Impact

The Great Fire of London left a lasting cultural legacy that can be seen in
literature, art, and monuments. It has inspired countless works that reflect
on the themes of disaster and resilience.

Artistic Representations

- Paintings: Artists like Canaletto and J.M.W. Turner depicted the fire and
its aftermath in their works.

- Literature: The event has been referenced in various literary pieces,
highlighting the human experience during disasters.

- Monuments: The Monument to the Great Fire of London, designed by Sir
Christopher Wren, stands as a tribute to the resilience of the city.

9. Legal and Social Changes

The Great Fire instigated several legal and social changes, particularly
concerning property rights and insurance practices. The disaster highlighted
the vulnerabilities of the urban population and the need for reform.

Legal Reforms

- Insurance Industry: The fire prompted the rise of the insurance industry,
as property owners sought to protect themselves against future losses.

- Property Laws: Changes were made to property laws, ensuring better
protection for tenants and homeowners.

10. Commemoration and Legacy

The legacy of the Great Fire of London endures today, with many commemorative
events and educational programs dedicated to its historical significance. The
event serves as a reminder of the importance of urban planning and fire
safety.

Modern Commemoration

- Annual Events: Various events are held to remember the fire, including
reenactments and educational sessions.
- Historical Education: Schools and museums incorporate the Great Fire into



their curricula, teaching children about the importance of community safety
and resilience.

In conclusion, the Great Fire of London was a pivotal event that not only
changed the physical landscape of the city but also had lasting implications
on public health, urban planning, and legal reforms. The fire remains a
powerful symbol of resilience and transformation, influencing how cities
manage disasters and prioritize safety for their inhabitants. Understanding
the facts surrounding this historical event provides valuable insights into
the evolution of London and the enduring human spirit in the face of
catastrophe.

Frequently Asked Questions

When did the Great Fire of London occur?

The Great Fire of London began on September 2, 1666, and lasted until
September 6, 1666.

Where did the Great Fire of London start?

The fire started in a bakery on Pudding Lane owned by Thomas Farriner.

What were the main causes of the Great Fire of
London?

The fire was fueled by wooden buildings, a dry summer, and strong winds that
spread the flames rapidly.

How much of London was destroyed in the fire?

The Great Fire destroyed about 13,200 houses, 87 parish churches, and St.
Paul's Cathedral, leaving around 70,000 of the city's 80,000 residents
homeless.

What was the impact of the Great Fire on building
regulations?

The aftermath of the Great Fire led to new building regulations, including
the requirement that buildings be made of brick or stone to reduce the risk
of future fires.

Were there any casualties reported from the Great
Fire of London?

Officially, there were very few recorded deaths, with only a handful



mentioned, but the true number is believed to be much higher and remains
uncertain.

Who was responsible for overseeing the rebuilding of
London after the fire?

Sir Christopher Wren played a significant role in the rebuilding, including
the design of the new St. Paul's Cathedral.
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