
49ers starting qb history
49ers starting QB history is a fascinating journey through the evolution of
one of the NFL's most storied franchises. The San Francisco 49ers,
established in 1946, have had a rich tradition of success in professional
football, and their quarterback position has been pivotal to that legacy.
From Hall of Famers to emerging talents, the history of starting quarterbacks
for the 49ers tells the story of triumph, resilience, and the quest for
greatness. In this article, we will explore the key figures who have taken
the snaps for the franchise, the impact they had on the team, and the
memorable moments that define the 49ers' quarterback legacy.

Early Years: The Formative Years of the 49ers

The San Francisco 49ers began their journey in the All-America Football
Conference (AAFC) before joining the NFL in 1949. The early years of the
franchise saw a rotation of quarterbacks, but a few key figures emerged.

1946-1959: The Foundation of a Franchise

- Y.A. Tittle (1948-1950): One of the earliest stars of the franchise, Tittle
became famous for his passing prowess. While he had limited success with the
49ers, he later achieved greatness with the New York Giants.
- John Brodie (1957-1968): Brodie became the franchise's first true starting
quarterback, leading the 49ers to consistent performance in the 1960s. He was
named to the Pro Bowl multiple times and was known for his strong arm and
leadership.

The Glory Years: The 1980s and 1990s

The 1980s and 1990s marked a golden era for the 49ers, as they transitioned
into a dynasty under the guidance of legendary head coach Bill Walsh. This
period saw the emergence of two of the franchise's most iconic quarterbacks.

Joe Montana: The Legend

- Tenure: 1979-1992
- Achievements:
- Four-time Super Bowl Champion (XVI, XIX, XXIII, XXIV)
- Three-time Super Bowl MVP
- Two-time NFL MVP



- Inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 2000

Joe Montana is often regarded as one of the greatest quarterbacks in NFL
history. His ability to perform in clutch situations, particularly in Super
Bowls, solidified his legacy. Montana's calm demeanor and precision passing
helped the 49ers become a dominant force in the league, and his chemistry
with Hall of Fame wide receiver Jerry Rice was legendary.

Steve Young: The Successor

- Tenure: 1987-1999
- Achievements:
- Three-time Super Bowl Champion (XXIX as a starter)
- Super Bowl MVP (XXIX)
- Two-time NFL MVP
- Inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 2005

Following Montana's departure, Steve Young stepped into the role of starting
quarterback. Young was known for his mobility and ability to extend plays,
which complemented his strong passing skills. His 1994 season, where he threw
for 4,500 yards and 35 touchdowns, culminated in a Super Bowl victory,
further cementing his place in 49ers history.

The Post-Dynasty Era: Struggles and Transition

After the departure of Young in the late 1990s, the 49ers experienced a
period of instability at the quarterback position. Numerous players tried to
fill the void left by the two Hall of Famers.

Notable Quarterbacks in the 2000s

- Jeff Garcia (1999-2003): Garcia was a Pro Bowl quarterback who led the
49ers to success during the early 2000s, showcasing his ability to make plays
with both his arm and legs.
- Alex Smith (2005-2012): Selected with the first overall pick in the 2005
NFL Draft, Smith faced challenges early in his career but eventually became a
reliable starter, leading the team to a playoff appearance in 2011.
- Colin Kaepernick (2011-2016): Kaepernick burst onto the scene during the
2012 season, leading the 49ers to a Super Bowl appearance. Known for his
dual-threat capabilities, Kaepernick was a polarizing figure, especially for
his activism off the field.



Recent Years: A New Era of Quarterbacking

The 49ers have experienced a resurgence in recent years, with new coaching
staff and a focus on rebuilding the roster. The quarterback position has been
pivotal in this revival.

Jimmy Garoppolo: The Comeback Kid

- Tenure: 2017-2022
- Achievements:
- Led the 49ers to Super Bowl LIV (2019)
- Pro Bowl selection in 2021

Jimmy Garoppolo, acquired via trade from the New England Patriots, injected
new life into the franchise. His leadership and ability to manage games
helped the 49ers reach the Super Bowl in 2019, although they fell short
against the Kansas City Chiefs. Despite injuries limiting his time on the
field, Garoppolo's impact on the team was significant.

Trey Lance and the Future

- Tenure: 2021-Present

Trey Lance was selected third overall in the 2021 NFL Draft, signifying the
49ers' commitment to finding their quarterback of the future. Despite a
challenging start to his career, Lance's dual-threat ability and athleticism
have garnered excitement among fans. The organization remains optimistic
about his potential to lead the team back to prominence.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Excellence

The 49ers starting QB history is a testament to the franchise's commitment to
excellence and the pivotal role the quarterback position plays in achieving
success. From the legendary Joe Montana to the emerging Trey Lance, the 49ers
have consistently sought out and developed talented quarterbacks who have
left their mark on the team and the league. As the franchise looks to the
future, the lessons learned from its storied past will undoubtedly influence
its pursuit of another championship. The 49ers have demonstrated that,
regardless of the era, the quarterback remains a cornerstone of their
identity, and the quest for greatness continues.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the starting quarterback for the San
Francisco 49ers during their Super Bowl victories in
the 1980s?
Joe Montana was the starting quarterback for the 49ers during their Super
Bowl victories in the 1980s.

What year did Steve Young become the starting
quarterback for the 49ers?
Steve Young became the starting quarterback for the 49ers in 1991.

Which quarterback led the 49ers to their most recent
Super Bowl appearance?
Colin Kaepernick led the 49ers to their most recent Super Bowl appearance in
the 2012 season.

Who was the 49ers starting quarterback before Jimmy
Garoppolo?
The starting quarterback before Jimmy Garoppolo was Brian Hoyer.

How many different starting quarterbacks have the
49ers had since 2000?
The 49ers have had over a dozen different starting quarterbacks since 2000.

As of the 2023 season, who is the current starting
quarterback for the San Francisco 49ers?
As of the 2023 season, Brock Purdy is the current starting quarterback for
the San Francisco 49ers.

Who was the first starting quarterback in 49ers
history?
The first starting quarterback in 49ers history was Frankie Albert, who
played from 1946 to 1952.
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