
73 87 chevy truck wiring harness
diagram
73 87 Chevy truck wiring harness diagram is a critical resource for anyone looking to
restore, modify, or maintain their classic Chevrolet truck. These trucks, produced between
1973 and 1987, are beloved for their durability and performance, but over time, electrical
systems can degrade or become confusing due to modifications. A clear understanding of
the wiring harness is essential for troubleshooting issues or making upgrades. This article
will provide an in-depth overview of the wiring harness, including its components, common
issues, and tips for working with the wiring diagram.

Understanding the Wiring Harness

The wiring harness in a 73 to 87 Chevy truck serves as the central nervous system of the
vehicle's electrical system. It consists of a series of wires, connectors, and terminals that
link various components such as the ignition system, lights, gauges, and more.

Key Components of the Wiring Harness

1. Main Power Wires: These wires distribute electrical power from the battery to various
systems throughout the truck.
2. Ground Wires: Ground connections are vital for the proper operation of electrical
components. They provide a return path for the current.
3. Signal Wires: These wires carry signals between components, such as from the ignition
switch to the starter or from the turn signal switch to the lights.
4. Connectors and Terminals: These components join different sections of the wiring
harness and ensure a secure electrical connection.

Common Wiring Issues

Over the years, wiring harnesses can suffer from wear and tear, leading to a range of
issues. Here are some common problems:

Frayed Wires: Exposure to heat, moisture, and vibrations can cause insulation to
wear away, leading to short circuits.

Corroded Connectors: Connectors can corrode over time, especially in humid
environments, which can lead to poor electrical connections.

Incorrect Modifications: Many owners modify their trucks, which can lead to
mismatched wiring or improperly connected components.



Broken Grounds: A poor ground connection can cause various electrical issues,
including dim lights and malfunctioning gauges.

Decoding the Wiring Harness Diagram

A wiring harness diagram is a schematic representation of how the electrical system in your
truck is configured. Understanding how to read this diagram is essential for troubleshooting
and repairs.

Reading the Diagram

1. Identify the Legend: Most wiring diagrams include a legend that explains symbols and
color codes used in the diagram.
2. Color Codes: Wires are often color-coded. For instance, red might indicate power, while
black signifies ground. Familiarizing yourself with these codes is crucial for accurate repairs.
3. Component Labels: Each component in the diagram is labeled, making it easier to locate
parts in your truck.
4. Connection Points: Follow the lines on the diagram to see where wires connect to various
components.

Where to Find Wiring Diagrams

Wiring diagrams can be obtained from several sources:

1. Repair Manuals: Manuals specific to your truck model often include detailed wiring
diagrams.
2. Online Forums: Many classic truck enthusiasts share diagrams and experiences on
forums dedicated to Chevy trucks.
3. Manufacturer Websites: Some manufacturers provide downloadable diagrams for older
models.
4. Automotive Parts Stores: Local stores may have wiring diagrams available or can help
you find them.

Step-by-Step Wiring Harness Repair Guide

If you encounter wiring issues in your 73 to 87 Chevy truck, follow this guide for repair:

Diagnosis: Use a multimeter to check for continuity in wires and identify any broken1.
connections.



Inspect Connectors: Look for corrosion or damage at connector points. Clean or2.
replace as necessary.

Repair Frayed Wires: Cut away damaged sections and splice in new wire using3.
appropriate connectors.

Check Grounds: Ensure that all ground connections are secure and free of corrosion.4.
Clean as necessary.

Test the System: After repairs, test the electrical system to ensure all components5.
are functioning correctly.

Upgrading Your Wiring Harness

Many enthusiasts choose to upgrade their wiring harness for improved reliability and
performance. Modern wiring harnesses often come with better materials and more
advanced features.

Benefits of Upgrading

- Improved Reliability: New wiring harnesses are less likely to suffer from wear and tear,
providing a more reliable electrical system.
- Enhanced Features: Upgraded harnesses can include features like integrated relays for
lights, which reduce the load on switches.
- Easier Troubleshooting: New harnesses often come with better documentation, making it
easier to diagnose issues.

Choosing the Right Replacement Harness

When selecting a replacement harness, consider the following:

1. Compatibility: Ensure the harness is designed for your specific model year and
configuration.
2. Quality: Look for harnesses made from high-quality materials to ensure longevity.
3. Ease of Installation: Some harnesses come with detailed instructions or are designed for
easy plug-and-play installation.

Conclusion

Understanding the 73 87 Chevy truck wiring harness diagram is vital for anyone
involved in the maintenance or restoration of these classic vehicles. Whether you are



diagnosing issues, repairing existing wiring, or upgrading to a new harness, having a clear
grasp of the wiring system will save time and effort. By following the guidelines provided in
this article, you can ensure that your Chevy truck remains reliable and functional for years
to come. Whether you're an experienced mechanic or a novice enthusiast, the journey of
maintaining a classic Chevy truck can be rewarding with the right knowledge and tools.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of a wiring harness diagram for a
73-87 Chevy truck?
The wiring harness diagram provides a visual representation of the electrical system in the
truck, showing how various components are connected, which aids in troubleshooting,
repairs, and modifications.

Where can I find a reliable wiring harness diagram for
my 73-87 Chevy truck?
Reliable wiring harness diagrams can be found in service manuals, online forums, dedicated
Chevy truck websites, or through automotive repair apps that specialize in classic vehicles.

Are there any common issues with the wiring harness in
73-87 Chevy trucks?
Common issues include frayed wires, poor connections, and corrosion, which can lead to
electrical failures. Regular inspection and maintenance can help prevent these problems.

Can I use a wiring harness from a different year model
for my 73-87 Chevy truck?
While some components may be similar, it's generally not recommended to use a wiring
harness from a different year model due to differences in wiring layout and electrical needs.
It's best to use a harness specific to your model year.

What tools do I need to work with the wiring harness in
a 73-87 Chevy truck?
You will need basic tools such as wire strippers, crimpers, a multimeter for testing, and
possibly soldering equipment for making secure connections, along with a wiring diagram
for reference.
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