
40 colleges that change lives list

40 colleges that change lives list is a significant resource for students and families seeking institutions that
prioritize personal development and transformative educational experiences. These colleges are renowned
for fostering intellectual growth, promoting community engagement, and preparing students for
meaningful careers. In this article, we will delve into the characteristics of these colleges, their unique
offerings, and highlight a selection from the list that stands out for various reasons.

Understanding the "Colleges That Change Lives" Concept

The "Colleges That Change Lives" initiative was popularized by the book written by Loren Pope, an
education consultant who aimed to guide students towards institutions that provide an enriching education
beyond traditional metrics such as rankings and prestige. The colleges included in this list emphasize:

Personalized education

Small class sizes

Strong community feeling

Supportive faculty

Experiential learning opportunities

These institutions focus on holistic development, ensuring that students not only excel academically but also
grow as individuals who can contribute positively to society.

The Selection Criteria for Colleges on the List

The colleges included in the "Colleges That Change Lives" list are selected based on various factors that
contribute to a transformative educational experience. Some key criteria include:

Academic Programs: A diverse range of majors and interdisciplinary programs that cater to various
interests.



Mentorship Opportunities: Access to faculty who are invested in student success and provide
guidance throughout their academic journey.

Campus Culture: An inclusive environment that encourages collaboration and personal growth.

Student Support Services: Robust resources such as counseling, career services, and academic
advising.

Post-Graduation Success: High rates of employment and graduate school placements among alumni.

Notable Colleges from the "Colleges That Change Lives" List

While all the institutions on the "Colleges That Change Lives" list are commendable, here are a few that
particularly stand out for their unique offerings and commitment to student development:

1. Bard College

Located in Annandale-on-Hudson, New York, Bard College is known for its liberal arts education and
emphasis on critical thinking and social responsibility. Bard offers unique programs such as the Bard Prison
Initiative, which provides education to incarcerated individuals, demonstrating the college’s commitment to
social justice.

2. Reed College

Based in Portland, Oregon, Reed College is renowned for its rigorous academics and focus on independent
research. With a strong emphasis on intellectual curiosity, students are encouraged to think critically and
engage deeply with their subjects, fostering a love for lifelong learning.

3. Oberlin College

Oberlin College in Ohio is one of the first colleges in the United States to admit students regardless of race
or gender. It combines a strong liberal arts curriculum with a renowned conservatory of music, enabling
students to pursue dual interests in both the arts and sciences.



4. Hampshire College

Hampshire College, located in Amherst, Massachusetts, is known for its innovative approach to education. It
offers a unique curriculum that allows students to design their own programs of study, fostering creativity
and self-directed learning.

5. Warren Wilson College

Warren Wilson College in North Carolina integrates work, service, and academics into its curriculum.
Students engage in meaningful work opportunities while gaining a strong education, emphasizing the
importance of community involvement and environmental sustainability.

Benefits of Attending a College That Changes Lives

Choosing to attend a college from the "Colleges That Change Lives" list can offer numerous benefits that
extend beyond the classroom:

Personal Growth: Students often experience significant personal development, gaining confidence
and leadership skills.

Networking Opportunities: Smaller colleges foster close-knit communities, allowing for strong
connections between students and faculty that can last a lifetime.

Engaged Learning: Many of these colleges emphasize experiential learning, such as internships and
community service, that enhance real-world understanding.

Holistic Support: Students receive comprehensive support services that address academic, emotional,
and career-related needs.

Global Perspective: Many colleges offer study abroad programs or diverse student populations,
enriching the educational experience.

How to Choose the Right College for You



When considering colleges that change lives, it’s essential to reflect on your personal goals and values. Here
are steps to help you make the right choice:

Identify Your Interests: Consider what subjects and activities you are passionate about.1.

Research Colleges: Look into the specific programs offered by colleges on the list and how they align2.
with your interests.

Visit Campuses: If possible, visit campuses to get a feel for the environment and culture.3.

Connect with Students and Alumni: Reach out to current students and alumni to gain insights into4.
their experiences.

Evaluate Financial Aid Options: Assess the financial aid packages and scholarships available to make5.
an informed decision.

Conclusion

The 40 colleges that change lives list serves as a beacon for students seeking an enriching educational
experience that goes beyond academics. These colleges are dedicated to fostering personal growth, critical
thinking, and community engagement, ensuring that graduates are well-prepared to make a meaningful
impact in the world. By carefully considering their unique offerings and aligning them with personal
goals, prospective students can find the college that will truly change their lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the '40 Colleges That Change Lives' list?
The '40 Colleges That Change Lives' list is a compilation of colleges and universities that are recognized for
their commitment to student-centered education and transformational experiences.

Who created the '40 Colleges That Change Lives' list?
The list was created by Loren Pope, a former education editor for The New York Times, in his book
'Colleges That Change Lives', published in 1996.



What criteria are used to select schools for the '40 Colleges That Change
Lives' list?
Criteria include academic rigor, student support services, teaching quality, and the overall impact on
students' lives rather than just rankings based on size or prestige.

How can prospective students benefit from the '40 Colleges That Change
Lives' list?
Prospective students can find colleges that prioritize personalized education, fostering environments that
encourage growth, exploration, and meaningful learning experiences.

Are all the colleges on the list small liberal arts colleges?
While many are small liberal arts colleges, the list also includes a variety of institutions with different sizes
and educational focuses that share a commitment to changing students' lives.

How often is the '40 Colleges That Change Lives' list updated?
The list itself is not frequently updated, but the concept continues to resonate, and new institutions may be
recognized in discussions surrounding transformative education.

Can students apply to multiple colleges from the '40 Colleges That Change
Lives' list?
Yes, students can apply to multiple colleges on the list, and they are encouraged to explore various options
that align with their educational goals and values.

Is the '40 Colleges That Change Lives' list recognized by college
admissions offices?
Yes, many college admissions offices recognize the list and appreciate its emphasis on the quality of
education and student experience rather than just rankings.

What impact does attending a college from the '40 Colleges That Change
Lives' list have on graduates?
Graduates from these colleges often report high levels of satisfaction, strong alumni networks, and
successful career outcomes, highlighting the life-changing potential of their education.
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