
3 wire ac dual capacitor wiring diagram
3 wire ac dual capacitor wiring diagram is a critical aspect of air conditioning system installation
and maintenance. Understanding how to wire a dual capacitor can significantly enhance the reliability
and efficiency of your HVAC system. A dual capacitor is an essential component that helps start and
run the compressor and fan motors in your air conditioning unit. In this article, we will explore the
wiring diagram for a 3-wire AC dual capacitor, the components involved, and important safety
measures to consider.

Understanding Dual Capacitors

A dual capacitor is an electrical component that features two capacitors housed in a single casing. It
typically has three terminals, each designated for different functions:

1. Herm (H): This terminal connects to the compressor motor.
2. Fan (F): This terminal connects to the fan motor.
3. Common (C): This serves as the common point for both the compressor and the fan.

Dual capacitors are rated in microfarads (µF) and volts (V). Common ratings for residential air
conditioning units are 5-30 µF for the fan and 35-60 µF for the compressor.

Why Use a Dual Capacitor?

Using a dual capacitor provides several advantages:

- Space Efficiency: A dual capacitor combines two capacitors into one housing, saving space
compared to using separate capacitors.
- Improved Reliability: With fewer components to connect, the risk of wiring errors is minimized.
- Cost-Effective: It often costs less than purchasing two separate capacitors.
- Simplified Maintenance: Troubleshooting can be easier since you only need to check one
component.

Components of a 3 Wire AC Dual Capacitor Wiring
Diagram

Before diving into the wiring diagram itself, let’s identify the essential components you’ll need:

- Dual Capacitor: The main component that will be wired.
- Wires: Typically, you will use insulated copper wires.
- Wire Connectors: To securely connect wires.
- Screwdriver: For removing and securing connections.
- Multimeter: For testing voltage and continuity.



- Safety Gear: Gloves and goggles for protection.

Wiring Diagram Explanation

To understand the wiring for a 3 wire AC dual capacitor, let’s visualize the connections. Below is a
simplified process for wiring it correctly.

Step-by-Step Wiring Process

1. Power Off: Ensure that the power to the AC unit is turned off. This is crucial for safety.
2. Access the Capacitor: Remove the access panel of the air conditioning unit to reach the capacitor.
3. Take Notes: If you are replacing an old capacitor, take a picture or make a note of how the wires
are currently connected.
4. Disconnect Old Capacitor: Carefully disconnect the wires from the old capacitor. Use the
screwdriver to loosen the connections.
5. Identify Capacitor Terminals:
- H: Compressor
- F: Fan
- C: Common

6. Connect the New Capacitor:
- Connect the wire from the compressor to the terminal marked "H."
- Connect the wire from the fan to the terminal marked "F."
- Connect a common wire to the terminal marked "C."

7. Secure Connections: Ensure all connections are tight and secure using wire connectors.
8. Replace Access Panel: Once wiring is complete, replace the access panel to your air conditioning
unit.
9. Power On Unit: Turn the power back on and test the system to ensure it operates correctly.

Wiring Diagram Illustration

While a visual diagram is not included here, you can typically find wiring diagrams in the user manual
of your AC unit or online. A standard 3 wire dual capacitor wiring diagram will look somewhat like this:

- C (Common) connects to the power source.
- H (Herm) connects to the compressor motor.
- F (Fan) connects to the fan motor.

Safety Precautions

Working with electrical components can be dangerous. Here are some critical safety precautions to



take:

- Always Disconnect Power: Before starting any maintenance, ensure that the power supply is
completely turned off.
- Use Insulated Tools: Whenever possible, use insulated tools to avoid accidental shocks.
- Wear Safety Gear: Use gloves and goggles to protect against potential electrical hazards and debris.
- Discharge Capacitor: Before handling the capacitor, ensure it is discharged to avoid electric shock.
- Consult a Professional: If you are unsure at any point in the process, consider hiring a qualified HVAC
technician.

Common Issues and Troubleshooting

If your air conditioning unit is not functioning correctly after replacing the dual capacitor, consider
these common issues:

- Incorrect Wiring: Double-check that the wires are connected to the correct terminals.
- Faulty Capacitor: If the new capacitor is defective, it may need to be replaced again.
- Other Component Failures: The issue may not be with the capacitor itself but could relate to the
compressor or fan motor.

Conclusion

The 3 wire AC dual capacitor wiring diagram is a crucial guide for anyone looking to install or replace
a dual capacitor in their air conditioning unit. Understanding the wiring process, components involved,
and safety precautions can greatly enhance the reliability of your HVAC system. While it may seem
intimidating at first, with the right tools and knowledge, you can manage this task effectively. Always
prioritize safety, and when in doubt, don’t hesitate to seek professional assistance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a 3 wire AC dual capacitor used for?
A 3 wire AC dual capacitor is used in air conditioning systems to provide the necessary capacitance
for both the compressor and the fan motor, enhancing the efficiency and performance of the unit.

How do I identify the terminals on a 3 wire AC dual capacitor?
The terminals on a 3 wire AC dual capacitor are typically labeled as 'C' for common, 'HERM' for the
compressor, and 'FAN' for the fan. Ensure to check the specifications or markings on the capacitor for
accuracy.



What are the steps to wire a 3 wire AC dual capacitor?
To wire a 3 wire AC dual capacitor, first disconnect power to the unit. Then, connect the common wire
to the 'C' terminal, the compressor wire to the 'HERM' terminal, and the fan wire to the 'FAN' terminal.
Finally, securely attach any other necessary connections and restore power.

What precautions should I take when working with a 3 wire
AC dual capacitor?
Always ensure the power is turned off before working on the unit. Use insulated tools, and discharge
the capacitor safely by shorting the terminals with a resistor to avoid electric shock.

What are common symptoms of a faulty 3 wire AC dual
capacitor?
Common symptoms of a faulty 3 wire AC dual capacitor include the AC unit not starting, unusual
noises, the compressor running but the fan not operating, or the unit cycling on and off frequently.
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