
9 to 5 the musical script
9 to 5 the musical script is a vital resource for theater enthusiasts, performers, and directors
interested in bringing the vibrant world of this beloved musical to life. Based on the hit 1980 film "9 to
5," the musical adaptation offers a clever and engaging story combined with memorable songs and
dynamic characters. This article explores various aspects of the 9 to 5 the musical script, including its
origins, structure, key themes, and how it is used in productions. Whether you are seeking insight into
the screenplay, looking for casting guidance, or interested in the musical numbers, understanding the
script is essential for a successful presentation. The following sections will provide a comprehensive
overview, highlighting the importance of the script in shaping the overall production.

Origin and Development of the 9 to 5 the Musical Script

Structure and Format of the Script

Key Characters and Dialogue

Themes and Messages Conveyed Through the Script

Musical Numbers and Their Integration in the Script

Using the 9 to 5 the Musical Script in Productions

Legal Considerations and Script Licensing

Origin and Development of the 9 to 5 the Musical
Script
The 9 to 5 the musical script originated from the screenplay of the 1980 film written by Patricia
Resnick. The transition from screen to stage required adaptation to suit the live theater format, which
involved re-imagining scenes, dialogue, and character arcs while incorporating musical elements. The
book for the musical was penned by Patricia Resnick herself, ensuring a faithful yet refreshed
rendition of the original story. The musical premiered in 2008 and has since undergone several
revisions to enhance pacing, character development, and musical integration. This evolution reflects
the collaborative efforts of playwrights, composers, and directors to create a cohesive script that
resonates with modern audiences while honoring the film’s legacy.

Collaboration and Creative Team
The development of the script involved collaboration between the book writer Patricia Resnick and the
musical’s composers, Dolly Parton and others. This partnership ensured that the narrative and
musical elements complemented each other seamlessly. The creative process included workshops
and readings where adjustments were made based on feedback, resulting in a polished and
performance-ready script.



Script Versions and Revisions
Over time, the 9 to 5 the musical script has seen multiple versions, reflecting changes in cultural
context and theatrical trends. These revisions often address dialogue modernization, character depth,
and scene transitions to improve audience engagement and clarity.

Structure and Format of the Script
The structure of the 9 to 5 the musical script follows a traditional two-act format, common in
contemporary musicals. The script includes detailed scene descriptions, stage directions, character
cues, and lyrics integrated within dialogue segments. The format is designed to be user-friendly for
directors, actors, and production teams, facilitating smooth rehearsals and performances.

Act Division and Scene Breakdown
The musical is divided into two acts, each containing multiple scenes set in various locations within
the office environment and characters’ personal spaces. This division allows for plot progression and
musical development while maintaining audience interest. Each scene is carefully scripted to balance
dialogue and musical numbers, ensuring a natural flow between spoken and sung parts.

Stage Directions and Dialogue
Stage directions in the script provide essential guidance on character movements, props usage, and
emotional tone. The dialogue is written with attention to humor, tension, and personality, capturing
the essence of each character and their relationships. This detailed scripting aids actors in delivering
authentic performances.

Key Characters and Dialogue
The 9 to 5 the musical script centers around three main female protagonists—Dora, Violet, and
Judy—each with distinct personalities and story arcs. Their interactions and dialogues drive the
narrative, highlighting themes of empowerment, friendship, and workplace challenges. The script’s
dialogue is sharp, witty, and reflective of the late 1970s and early 1980s office culture, while still
resonating with contemporary issues.

Main Characters

Doralee Rhodes: The secretary who is initially misunderstood but proves to be strong and
resourceful.

Violet Newstead: A smart and ambitious office manager striving for recognition.

Judy Bernly: A newly divorced woman starting a job and finding her independence.



Franklin Hart Jr.: The chauvinistic boss whose behavior catalyzes the plot.

Dialogue Style and Character Development
The script employs a conversational dialogue style that balances humor with serious moments. Each
character’s voice is distinct, contributing to character development and audience connection. The
interactions often include witty banter and poignant reflections on gender roles and workplace
dynamics.

Themes and Messages Conveyed Through the Script
The 9 to 5 the musical script addresses several enduring themes such as workplace inequality,
female empowerment, friendship, and the pursuit of justice. The script uses humor and music to
explore serious social issues, making the messages accessible and impactful for audiences. It also
reflects on the struggle for respect and equality in a male-dominated work environment.

Workplace Inequality and Empowerment
The script highlights the challenges faced by women in the workplace, including discrimination,
harassment, and lack of recognition. Through the protagonists’ journey, the narrative promotes
empowerment, solidarity, and change. This theme remains relevant, contributing to the musical’s
ongoing popularity and social significance.

Friendship and Solidarity
Another central message is the power of friendship and mutual support. The script emphasizes how
the three women band together to overcome obstacles, illustrating the strength found in unity. This
aspect adds emotional depth and relatability to the story.

Musical Numbers and Their Integration in the Script
The 9 to 5 the musical script incorporates memorable songs written primarily by Dolly Parton,
including the iconic title track. The script carefully positions musical numbers to enhance storytelling,
character expression, and thematic emphasis. Lyrics are interwoven with dialogue to create seamless
transitions between spoken and sung moments.

Signature Songs

"9 to 5" – The opening number that sets the tone and introduces characters.



"Backwoods Barbie" – Doralee’s solo expressing her inner conflict and strength.

"I Just Might" – Violet’s determination anthem.

"Get Out and Stay Out" – Judy’s declaration of independence.

"Shine Like the Sun" – A celebratory ensemble piece symbolizing hope and progress.

Role of Music in Narrative Development
Each musical number in the script serves a specific narrative purpose, whether it is advancing the
plot, revealing character motivation, or reinforcing themes. The integration of music and dialogue
ensures that the story maintains momentum and emotional resonance throughout the performance.

Using the 9 to 5 the Musical Script in Productions
For theater companies and directors, the 9 to 5 the musical script is a foundational document for
staging an effective and engaging production. It provides all necessary elements from dialogue to
songs and staging cues. Proper understanding and interpretation of the script are essential to
faithfully capture the musical’s tone and message.

Rehearsal and Casting Considerations
The script offers detailed character descriptions and vocal requirements, assisting in casting
decisions. Directors use the script to plan rehearsals, focusing on timing, dialogue delivery, and
musical performance. Attention to script nuances helps maintain the balance between comedic and
dramatic elements.

Set and Costume Design Guidance
While the script includes some stage directions relevant to set and costume, production teams often
expand on these to create authentic office environments and period-appropriate wardrobes. The
script’s descriptions provide a framework for these creative decisions, enhancing the visual
storytelling.

Legal Considerations and Script Licensing
Access to the official 9 to 5 the musical script requires proper licensing through authorized
theatrical licensing agencies. These licenses ensure that the playwrights and composers receive
royalties and that productions meet quality standards. Unauthorized use or reproduction of the script
is prohibited and may result in legal consequences.



Obtaining Performance Rights
Theatrical organizations must secure performance rights before staging the musical. This involves
contacting the licensing agency, submitting production details, and paying fees. The licensed script
provided comes with guidelines on usage, script copies, and musical scores.

Script Copies and Distribution
Only licensed copies of the script should be used in rehearsals and performances. Distribution of the
script beyond authorized personnel is restricted to protect intellectual property rights. Ensuring
compliance with these legal requirements supports the continued creation and distribution of quality
theatrical works.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of the '9 to 5' musical script?
The '9 to 5' musical script follows the story of three female office workers who live out their fantasies
of getting even with their sexist, egotistical, lying, hypocritical boss. Inspired by the 1980 film, the
musical highlights themes of friendship, workplace equality, and empowerment.

Who wrote the '9 to 5' musical script?
The book of the '9 to 5' musical was written by Patricia Resnick, who also co-wrote the original 1980
film.

Are the songs in the '9 to 5' musical script original or from the
movie?
The musical features original songs written by Dolly Parton, including the iconic title track '9 to 5,'
which was also featured in the movie.

Where can I find a copy of the '9 to 5' musical script?
Copies of the '9 to 5' musical script can be purchased or licensed through theatrical publishing
companies such as Concord Theatricals or Music Theatre International.

Is the '9 to 5' musical script suitable for school productions?
Yes, the '9 to 5' musical script is suitable for school productions as it features a large female cast,
comedic elements, and important social themes, but schools should obtain the appropriate
performance rights.



What are some notable characters in the '9 to 5' musical
script?
Notable characters include Doralee Rhodes, Violet Newstead, Judy Bernly, and their boss Franklin Hart
Jr., each with distinct personalities driving the story's humor and message.

Has the '9 to 5' musical script been updated since its original
release?
Yes, the '9 to 5' musical script has undergone revisions over time to keep the content relevant and
address modern workplace issues, while maintaining the original's spirit and humor.

Additional Resources
1. 9 to 5: The Musical – The Complete Script
This book contains the full script of the beloved musical "9 to 5," adapted from the hit 1980 film. It
includes all dialogues, stage directions, and lyrics, offering readers an in-depth look at the show's
structure. Ideal for theater enthusiasts and performers interested in bringing this story of workplace
justice and female empowerment to life on stage.

2. Backstage at 9 to 5: Behind the Scenes of the Musical
Explore the making of the "9 to 5" musical with this insightful book that delves into casting,
rehearsals, and production challenges. Featuring interviews with the creative team and cast, it
provides a comprehensive look at how the musical was adapted from screen to stage. Perfect for fans
and theater professionals eager to understand the creative process.

3. Women at Work: Feminism and Comedy in 9 to 5
This analytical book discusses the feminist themes and comedic elements that make "9 to 5" resonate
with audiences. It examines how the musical portrays women's struggles in the workplace and the
power of solidarity. A compelling read for those interested in gender studies and performing arts.

4. The Songs of 9 to 5: A Musical Journey
A detailed exploration of the musical numbers in "9 to 5," this book breaks down the lyrics, melodies,
and emotional impact of each song. It highlights how the music enhances the storytelling and
character development. Musicians, singers, and fans will appreciate the musical insights offered
within.

5. 9 to 5 on Stage: The Evolution of a Classic
Tracing the history of "9 to 5" from its original film version to the Broadway musical adaptation, this
book examines the changes and updates made to suit a live performance. It discusses the cultural
context and reception over the years, providing a comprehensive understanding of its legacy.

6. Costumes and Set Design in 9 to 5 the Musical
This visually rich book showcases the creative design elements that bring the world of "9 to 5" to life
on stage. Featuring sketches, photographs, and commentary from designers, it highlights how
costumes and sets support the narrative and period setting. A must-have for students and
professionals in theater design.



7. Performing 9 to 5: Acting and Directing the Musical
Focused on the practical aspects of staging "9 to 5," this book offers guidance on character
interpretation, directing choices, and choreography. It includes tips and exercises for actors and
directors aiming to capture the show's energetic spirit and humor. Valuable for anyone involved in
musical theater production.

8. 9 to 5 and the Workplace Revolution
This book places the musical in the broader context of workplace culture and labor rights movements.
It discusses how "9 to 5" reflects and influences conversations about equality, harassment, and
employee empowerment. An insightful resource for sociologists, historians, and activists.

9. Memorable Moments: Iconic Scenes from 9 to 5 the Musical
Highlighting the most impactful scenes and dialogues, this book provides analyses and interpretations
that reveal why these moments resonate with audiences. It includes anecdotes from performers and
directors about bringing these scenes to life. Ideal for fans and students studying dramatic structure
and performance.
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