
7th grade math order of operations

7th grade math order of operations is a fundamental concept that ensures mathematical expressions are
solved correctly and consistently. Understanding the order of operations is crucial for students at this level,
as it forms the foundation for more advanced algebra and problem-solving skills. This article explores the
principles behind the order of operations, its significance in 7th grade math, common rules and mnemonics,
and practical examples to illustrate its application. Additionally, it covers how to handle complex
expressions involving parentheses, exponents, multiplication, division, addition, and subtraction. Mastery of
this topic enables students to confidently tackle a wide range of mathematical problems and prepares them
for higher-level math courses. The following sections provide an in-depth look at the essential components
of the 7th grade math order of operations.

Understanding the Order of Operations

Key Rules and Mnemonics

Applying the Order of Operations in Expressions

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Practice Problems for 7th Grade Math

Understanding the Order of Operations
The order of operations is a set of mathematical rules that dictate the sequence in which different
operations should be performed to correctly solve expressions. This concept prevents ambiguity in
calculations and ensures that everyone interprets mathematical statements uniformly. For 7th grade
students, mastering the order of operations is essential for accurately solving equations that involve
multiple steps and various operators such as addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, and exponents.

Why the Order Matters
Without a standardized order, expressions can yield multiple answers, leading to confusion and errors. For
example, the expression 6 + 3 × 2 can be interpreted in two ways: adding first to get 9 × 2 = 18 or
multiplying first to get 6 + 6 = 12. The order of operations clarifies that multiplication comes before
addition, so the correct answer is 12. This clarity is especially important in 7th grade math, where students
begin working with more complex problems requiring precise calculations.



Historical Development
The order of operations conventions have evolved over centuries as mathematicians sought to standardize
how expressions are evaluated. The modern rules commonly used in classrooms today were formalized to
eliminate ambiguity and improve mathematical communication. Understanding this background helps
students appreciate why these rules are consistently applied in 7th grade math and beyond.

Key Rules and Mnemonics
The order of operations follows a hierarchy, often remembered by mnemonics that help students recall the
sequence easily. These rules are universally accepted and form the backbone of solving mathematical
expressions accurately.

The PEMDAS/BODMAS Rule
The most widely used mnemonic for the order of operations is PEMDAS, which stands for:

Parentheses – Solve expressions inside parentheses or brackets first.1.

Exponents – Calculate powers and roots next.2.

Multiplication and Division – Perform these operations from left to right.3.

Addition and Subtraction – Perform these final operations from left to right.4.

In some regions, the mnemonic BODMAS (Brackets, Orders, Division, Multiplication, Addition, Subtraction)
is used, but the principles remain the same.

Important Notes on Multiplication and Division
It is crucial to understand that multiplication and division share the same priority level. This means that
when both operations appear in an expression, they should be evaluated from left to right in the order they
appear. The same applies to addition and subtraction.

Additional Mnemonics
Other helpful mnemonics include:



“Please Excuse My Dear Aunt Sally” – an easy-to-remember phrase corresponding to PEMDAS.

“BEDMAS” – Brackets, Exponents, Division, Multiplication, Addition, Subtraction.

Applying the Order of Operations in Expressions
Applying the order of operations correctly is essential for solving both simple and complex mathematical
expressions. This section illustrates how 7th grade students can approach problems step-by-step to ensure
accuracy.

Step-by-Step Approach
When encountering an expression, follow these steps:

Identify and solve any operations within parentheses or brackets first.1.

Calculate all exponents or powers next.2.

Perform multiplication and division as they appear from left to right.3.

Complete addition and subtraction from left to right.4.

Example Problem
Consider the expression: 8 + (3 × 2)^2 ÷ 6 – 1.

Step 1: Solve inside parentheses: 3 × 2 = 6.

Step 2: Calculate exponent: 6^2 = 36.

Step 3: Perform division: 36 ÷ 6 = 6.

Step 4: Complete addition and subtraction from left to right: 8 + 6 – 1 = 13.

The correct answer is 13, demonstrating the importance of following the order of operations precisely.

Handling Nested Parentheses
Expressions can contain multiple layers of parentheses or brackets, also called nested parentheses. The order



of operations requires solving the innermost parentheses first and then moving outward.

For example, in the expression 5 × [2 + (3 + 1)], solve (3 + 1) = 4 first, then the expression inside the
brackets: 2 + 4 = 6, and finally multiply 5 × 6 = 30.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them
Even with a solid understanding of the order of operations, students can make errors that affect their
results. Recognizing common mistakes helps 7th graders improve their accuracy and build confidence.

Ignoring the Left-to-Right Rule
A frequent mistake is performing multiplication before division or addition before subtraction regardless of
their position in the expression. Remember that multiplication and division have equal priority and must
be solved sequentially from left to right, as do addition and subtraction.

Misinterpreting Parentheses
Failing to solve inside parentheses first or misreading nested parentheses can lead to incorrect answers.
Always identify all grouping symbols and resolve the innermost groups before moving outward.

Overlooking Exponents
Sometimes students forget to calculate exponents before multiplication or division. Exponents must be
addressed immediately after parentheses to maintain the correct order.

Tips to Avoid Mistakes

Write out each step rather than calculating mentally to reduce errors.

Use mnemonics like PEMDAS to keep the order clear.

Double-check expressions, especially those with multiple operations.

Practice regularly with a variety of problems to build familiarity.



Practice Problems for 7th Grade Math
Practice is vital for mastering the 7th grade math order of operations. The following problems offer an
opportunity to apply the rules and reinforce understanding.

Sample Problems

Solve: 7 + 4 × (6 – 2)1.

Simplify: (3^3 + 2) ÷ 52.

Evaluate: 12 ÷ 3 × 2 + 5 – 13.

Calculate: 5 × [2 + (8 ÷ 4)]^24.

Solve: (10 – 3) × (4 + 2)^2 ÷ 65.

Answer Keys with Explanations

7 + 4 × (6 – 2) = 7 + 4 × 4 = 7 + 16 = 231.

(3^3 + 2) ÷ 5 = (27 + 2) ÷ 5 = 29 ÷ 5 = 5.82.

12 ÷ 3 × 2 + 5 – 1 = 4 × 2 + 5 – 1 = 8 + 5 – 1 = 123.

5 × [2 + (8 ÷ 4)]^2 = 5 × [2 + 2]^2 = 5 × 4^2 = 5 × 16 = 804.

(10 – 3) × (4 + 2)^2 ÷ 6 = 7 × 6^2 ÷ 6 = 7 × 36 ÷ 6 = 252 ÷ 6 = 425.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the order of operations in 7th grade math?
The order of operations is a set of rules used to determine the sequence in which operations are performed
in a mathematical expression. It is typically remembered by the acronym PEMDAS: Parentheses,



Exponents, Multiplication and Division (from left to right), Addition and Subtraction (from left to right).

Why is the order of operations important in math?
The order of operations is important because it ensures that mathematical expressions are interpreted and
solved consistently and correctly. Without it, the same expression could yield different answers depending
on the order in which operations are performed.

How do parentheses affect the order of operations?
Parentheses have the highest priority in the order of operations. Operations inside parentheses must be
completed first before moving on to exponents, multiplication, division, addition, or subtraction.

Can multiplication and division be performed in any order?
Multiplication and division have the same priority and are performed from left to right. This means you
solve whichever comes first as you read the expression from left to right.

How do you solve an expression like 3 + 6 × (5 + 4) ÷ 3 - 7?
First, solve inside the parentheses: 5 + 4 = 9. Then multiply: 6 × 9 = 54. Next, divide: 54 ÷ 3 = 18. Then
perform addition and subtraction from left to right: 3 + 18 = 21, 21 - 7 = 14. The final answer is 14.

Are exponents always solved before multiplication and division?
Yes, exponents are solved before multiplication and division according to the order of operations rules.

How can I remember the order of operations easily?
A common way to remember the order of operations is the acronym PEMDAS: Parentheses, Exponents,
Multiplication, Division, Addition, Subtraction. Some people use the phrase 'Please Excuse My Dear Aunt
Sally' to help recall the order.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering the Order of Operations: A 7th Grade Guide
This book breaks down the order of operations step-by-step, making it easy for 7th graders to understand
and apply. With clear examples and practice problems, students gain confidence in solving expressions
involving parentheses, exponents, multiplication, division, addition, and subtraction. The book also includes
fun quizzes to reinforce learning.

2. Order of Operations Made Easy for Middle School Students



Designed specifically for middle school learners, this book simplifies the sometimes confusing rules of order
of operations. It uses engaging visuals and real-life scenarios to demonstrate why the order matters.
Interactive exercises help students practice and master each component of the PEMDAS/BODMAS rule.

3. PEMDAS Practice Workbook: 7th Grade Math Skills
This workbook focuses solely on practicing the order of operations with a variety of problem types and
difficulty levels. It offers detailed explanations for each solution, helping students understand their mistakes
and improve. The progressive challenges prepare students for standardized tests and classroom success.

4. Fun with Math: Exploring the Order of Operations
Combining fun puzzles, games, and math challenges, this book makes learning the order of operations
enjoyable. It encourages critical thinking and problem-solving through interactive activities tailored for 7th
graders. The colorful layout and engaging content keep students motivated to learn.

5. Step-by-Step Order of Operations for Seventh Graders
This guide provides a clear, structured approach to mastering order of operations. Each chapter builds on
the previous one, introducing concepts gradually and reinforcing them with practice problems. It’s perfect
for students who need a thorough review or additional support.

6. The Ultimate Guide to Math Order of Operations
Covering everything from basic to advanced order of operations problems, this comprehensive book is ideal
for 7th grade students aiming to excel. It includes detailed explanations, tips for remembering rules, and a
variety of practice questions. The book also offers strategies for tackling complex expressions confidently.

7. Order of Operations Challenge: Math Puzzles for 7th Grade
This book presents the order of operations through intriguing puzzles and brain teasers that challenge
students’ reasoning skills. It’s designed to make practicing math both stimulating and rewarding. Students
develop a deeper understanding of the concepts while having fun solving problems.

8. 7th Grade Math Essentials: Order of Operations
A concise yet thorough overview of the order of operations, this book focuses on key concepts necessary for
mastering 7th grade math. It includes clear definitions, stepwise examples, and plenty of exercises for
practice. Ideal for quick review or homework help.

9. Hands-On Math: Learning Order of Operations
This interactive workbook encourages students to learn through hands-on activities and real-world
applications. It emphasizes understanding the logic behind the order of operations rather than memorization
alone. The book includes manipulatives and visual aids to support diverse learning styles.
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