
50th anniversary rudolph the red nosed reindeer

50th anniversary Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer is a significant milestone that celebrates not just a beloved
holiday classic but also a cultural phenomenon that has captured the hearts of audiences for generations.
Originally aired in 1964, this stop-motion animated television special has become a staple of the Christmas
season, showcasing themes of acceptance, friendship, and the spirit of giving. As we reflect on its 50th
anniversary, it's essential to delve into the history, impact, and legacy of this cherished tale.

The Origins of Rudolph

The story of Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer originated long before the television special. It began with a 1939
booklet written by Robert L. May, an advertising copywriter for Montgomery Ward. The tale was created as
a Christmas marketing gimmick to attract customers, but it quickly gained popularity beyond the store's
promotional campaign.

The Storyline

Rudolph is a young reindeer born with a shiny red nose, which makes him an outcast among his peers. The main
elements of the storyline include:

1. Rejection: Rudolph is bullied by other reindeer because of his glowing nose.
2. Journey: He embarks on an adventure where he meets other misfits, including Hermey the elf, who wants to be a
dentist instead of making toys, and Yukon Cornelius, a prospector.
3. Acceptance: Ultimately, Rudolph's unique trait becomes an asset when he guides Santa's sleigh through a
foggy Christmas Eve, proving that being different can be a strength.

The 1964 Television Special

The television special, produced by Rankin/Bass Productions, premiered on December 6, 1964. This stop-motion
animated feature, directed by Larry Roemer, was groundbreaking for its time and has since become a perennial
favorite.


