
55 successful harvard law essays
55 successful Harvard Law essays can serve as a valuable resource for
aspiring law students looking to gain admission to one of the most
prestigious law schools in the world. The admissions essay is a crucial
component of the application process, allowing candidates to showcase their
unique perspectives, experiences, and motivations. A well-crafted essay can
be the difference between acceptance and rejection, making it essential for
applicants to understand what works and what doesn’t. This article explores
the key elements of successful Harvard Law essays, provides examples, and
offers tips for crafting a compelling narrative that resonates with
admissions committees.

Understanding the Purpose of the Law School
Essay

The Harvard Law School essay is designed to assess several aspects of an
applicant’s character, intellect, and potential contribution to the legal
field. The admissions committee seeks to understand:

1. Personal Background: Understanding who you are beyond your grades and test
scores.
2. Intellectual Curiosity: Demonstrating your passion for law and critical
thinking skills.
3. Professional Aspirations: Outlining your goals and how a Harvard education
aligns with them.
4. Unique Perspectives: Sharing experiences that have shaped your worldview
and approach to law.

Common Themes in Successful Essays

Through analysis of 55 successful Harvard Law essays, several common themes
emerge that illustrate what resonates with admissions committees.

1. Personal Narratives

Many successful essays include personal stories that reveal the applicant’s
character. These narratives often involve:

- Overcoming adversity, such as personal or family challenges.
- Significant life experiences that influenced their decision to pursue law.
- Moments of insight or realization that sparked their interest in legal
issues.



2. Commitment to Social Justice

A strong commitment to social justice is a recurring theme. Applicants often
highlight their involvement in community service or activism, showcasing:

- Volunteer work with marginalized communities.
- Internships in non-profit organizations focused on social change.
- Participation in advocacy efforts that align with their legal interests.

3. Intellectual Exploration

Essays that demonstrate a deep intellectual curiosity about the law tend to
stand out. Successful applicants often discuss:

- Research projects or academic pursuits related to legal studies.
- Books, articles, or legal cases that have profoundly influenced their
thinking.
- Courses or professors that ignited their passion for law.

4. Professional Experience

Many applicants highlight relevant professional experiences that illustrate
their commitment to the legal field. This can include:

- Internships at law firms, government agencies, or legal clinics.
- Roles in student government or legal organizations.
- Experiences that demonstrate leadership and initiative.

Effective Strategies for Crafting Your Essay

When writing your Harvard Law essay, consider the following strategies to
enhance your narrative:

1. Start with a Strong Hook

Your opening sentence should grab the reader’s attention. Consider using:

- A thought-provoking quote.
- A vivid description of a pivotal moment in your life.
- An intriguing question that sets the stage for your narrative.



2. Be Authentic and Honest

Authenticity resonates with readers. Don’t be afraid to share your
vulnerabilities or struggles. This can help create a genuine connection with
the admissions committee.

3. Show, Don’t Just Tell

Instead of merely stating your qualities or accomplishments, illustrate them
through specific examples. Use descriptive language and anecdotes to bring
your experiences to life.

4. Connect Your Experiences to Your Goals

Clearly articulate how your past experiences have shaped your aspirations in
law. Make connections between your personal narrative and your professional
goals to create a cohesive story.

5. Edit and Revise Thoroughly

A polished essay is crucial. After drafting your essay, take the time to
revise and edit carefully. Consider the following steps:

- Seek feedback from trusted peers or mentors.
- Read your essay aloud to catch awkward phrasing.
- Check for grammatical errors and ensure clarity of expression.

Examples of Themes from Successful Essays

Here are a few illustrative examples of themes found in successful Harvard
Law essays:

Example 1: Overcoming Personal Adversity

An applicant might describe their experience growing up in a low-income
neighborhood, detailing how they faced challenges such as limited access to
education. They could illustrate how this adversity fueled their desire to
pursue law, aiming to create systemic change for underprivileged communities.



Example 2: A Passion for Environmental Law

Another essay might focus on a summer spent working with an environmental
advocacy group, where the applicant developed a passion for environmental
law. They could discuss specific cases they worked on and how these
experiences shaped their understanding of the legal system’s role in
protecting the environment.

Example 3: A Cultural Perspective

An applicant from a multicultural background might reflect on how their
diverse heritage has shaped their worldview. They could discuss how their
experiences navigating different cultural norms have prepared them for a
career in law, where understanding multiple perspectives is essential.

Conclusion

In crafting a successful Harvard Law essay, it is vital to focus on
authenticity, intellectual engagement, and a clear connection to your goals.
By analyzing themes from 55 successful essays, applicants can gain insights
into what makes an essay resonate with admissions committees. Remember to
tell your unique story, showcase your passions, and articulate your vision
for the future. With careful planning, thoughtful writing, and diligent
revision, you can create an essay that not only stands out but also reflects
your true self.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the '55 Successful
Harvard Law Essays' collection?
The collection showcases a variety of effective personal statements and
essays that have gained admission to Harvard Law School, providing insight
into what admissions committees look for in applicants.

Who can benefit from reading '55 Successful Harvard
Law Essays'?
Prospective law school applicants, especially those targeting Harvard Law,
can benefit by understanding successful writing styles, themes, and
strategies that resonate with admissions officers.



What themes are commonly found in the successful
essays?
Common themes include personal growth, overcoming challenges, unique life
experiences, commitment to justice, and a clear vision for future legal
practice.

How do the essays demonstrate the authors'
motivations for pursuing law?
The essays often articulate personal stories or experiences that sparked the
authors' interest in law, illustrating their passion and commitment to making
a difference in the legal field.

What writing techniques are highlighted in the
essays?
The essays often use storytelling, vivid imagery, and reflective insights,
while maintaining clarity and a strong personal voice to engage readers
effectively.

Can the essays serve as a template for applicants?
While they can offer inspiration and guidance, applicants should avoid
copying any content and instead focus on crafting their unique narratives
that reflect their own experiences and aspirations.

What role does diversity play in the essays?
Many essays emphasize the authors' diverse backgrounds and perspectives,
showcasing how their unique experiences enrich their understanding of law and
society.

Are there specific mistakes to avoid when writing
law school essays?
Yes, common mistakes include being overly generic, failing to connect
personal experiences to their interest in law, and neglecting to proofread
for clarity and errors.

How can applicants use feedback when writing their
essays?
Applicants can seek feedback from mentors, peers, or professional advisors to
refine their essays, ensuring they convey authenticity and effectively
communicate their motivations and goals.
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