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Shark attacks, while rare, can be horrifying and deadly events that capture the attention of
the media and the public alike. Throughout history, there have been numerous incidents
where humans have faced the terrifying jaws of these apex predators. While the ocean is
their natural habitat, the following accounts illustrate that, at times, humans can find
themselves in the wrong place at the wrong time. This article delves into 30 of the worst
shark attacks recorded, examining the circumstances surrounding each incident and the
implications for beachgoers and marine safety.

Understanding Shark Attacks

Shark attacks can be classified into various categories based on their severity and
outcomes. The majority of encounters result in no injury, but when they do occur, the
consequences can be severe. The reasons for shark attacks vary and can include:

- Mistaken identity: Sharks often confuse humans for their typical prey, such as seals.
- Provoked attacks: These occur when a human harasses or provokes a shark.
- Defensive behavior: Sharks may attack if they feel threatened or cornered.

The following sections outline some of the most devastating shark attacks in history.

1. The USS Indianapolis Incident (1945)

In July 1945, the USS Indianapolis was torpedoed by a Japanese submarine. Of the nearly
1,200 crew members, approximately 900 survived the sinking, only to face sharks in the
waters of the Pacific Ocean. Over the next four days, many sailors were attacked and killed
by sharks, with estimates suggesting that around 50 to 100 men were lost to the predators
before rescue arrived.

2. The Jersey Shore Attacks (1916)

In the summer of 1916, a series of shark attacks occurred along the Jersey Shore. Four
people were attacked, resulting in four deaths. The first victim, Charles Vansant, was bitten
while swimming in Beach Haven, followed by attacks that claimed the lives of three others
in nearby waters. This incident sparked widespread fear and led to shark hunts in the area.



3. The 1936 Florida Shark Attack

In 1936, a group of bathers in the waters off the coast of Florida experienced a nightmare
when a shark attacked. A 16-year-old boy named George W. Glick was killed in an attack
that also injured another swimmer. This incident marked one of the first widely reported
shark attacks in Florida.

4. The 1913 Attack on a Young Girl in Maryland

In 1913, a 12-year-old girl named Jessie McCulloch was attacked by a shark while swimming
off the coast of Maryland. She sustained severe injuries and was one of the few to survive
such an encounter at the time. This attack raised awareness about sharks in the Mid-
Atlantic region.

5. The 1963 Cozumel Attack

A diver named John O'Sullivan faced a terrifying encounter while scuba diving near
Cozumel, Mexico. He was attacked by a bull shark, resulting in severe injuries that he
miraculously survived. This incident highlighted the dangers divers can face in shark
habitats.

6. The 2001 Attack on a Surfer in Western
Australia

In 2001, a surfer named David Lacey was bitten by a great white shark while surfing in
Western Australia. Lacey lost his leg in the attack but survived to share his story. His
experience contributed to increasing awareness of shark safety for surfers and swimmers.

7. The 1974 Attack on a Diver in the Bahamas

During a dive in the Bahamas, a diver named Rob McCullough was attacked by a tiger
shark. The shark inflicted life-threatening injuries, but McCullough managed to survive after
being rescued by fellow divers. His ordeal emphasized the importance of safety measures
in shark-infested waters.

8. The 1994 Attack in the Bahamas

In 1994, a group of divers faced a shocking shark attack while exploring the waters off



Nassau. One diver was killed, and several others were injured by a group of aggressive
sharks. This incident led to increased scrutiny of shark behavior in popular diving spots.

9. The 2015 Attack on a Young Boy in North
Carolina

In 2015, a 12-year-old boy named Hunter Treschl was bitten by a shark while swimming in
Oak Island, North Carolina. He lost part of his arm but survived. This incident drew national
media attention and prompted discussions about shark safety along the East Coast.

10. The 1937 Attack on a Fisherman in Australia

In 1937, a fisherman named Thomas McCarthy was attacked by a shark while fishing off the
coast of Australia. He suffered severe injuries and ultimately died from his wounds. This
attack became one of the many to raise awareness about the dangers faced by fishermen
at sea.

11. The 1959 Attack on a Swimmer in California

A swimmer named Elizabeth McCarty was attacked by a shark in 1959 while swimming off
the coast of California. She sustained severe injuries but survived. This attack contributed
to the growing concern about shark populations in California waters.

12. The 2012 Attack in New Zealand

In 2012, a 15-year-old boy was bitten by a shark while surfing in New Zealand. He suffered
serious injuries but managed to survive. The incident led to increased safety measures for
surfers in the area.

13. The 1984 Attack on a Diver in the Caribbean

A diver named Robert Garcia was attacked by a shark while diving in the Caribbean in
1984. He suffered significant injuries but survived the encounter. This incident raised
awareness about the risks of diving in shark-rich waters.



14. The 2003 Attack on a Surfer in South Africa

In 2003, a surfer named Mike Baird was attacked by a shark in South Africa. He survived
but lost a significant portion of his leg. His survival story highlighted the importance of
immediate medical attention in the event of a shark attack.

15. The 2014 Attack on a Swimmer in Hawaii

In 2014, a tourist named Bethany Hamilton was attacked by a shark while surfing in Hawaii.
She lost her left arm in the attack but remarkably returned to competitive surfing. Her story
inspired many and brought attention to the resilience of survivors.

16. The 2018 Attack on a Diver in Australia

In 2018, a diver named Craig Thomas was bitten by a shark while diving off the coast of
Australia. He sustained serious injuries but survived the attack. This incident reignited
discussions about shark safety among divers.

17. The 2008 Attack on a Soldier in Egypt

A soldier named Michael F. was attacked by a shark while swimming in the Red Sea in
2008. He suffered severe injuries and required extensive medical treatment. This incident
highlighted the potential dangers of swimming in popular tourist destinations.

18. The 2011 Attack on a Surfer in Florida

In 2011, a surfer named Eric G. was bitten by a shark while surfing in Florida. He survived
but sustained significant injuries. This incident raised concerns about the presence of
sharks in Florida waters.

19. The 2007 Attack on a Fisherman in Florida

In 2007, a fisherman named John K. was attacked by a shark while fishing off the coast of
Florida. He suffered severe injuries but survived the ordeal. This attack contributed to
ongoing discussions about shark behavior and fishing safety.



20. The 2020 Attack on a Swimmer in Australia

In 2020, a swimmer named Ben W. was attacked by a shark in Australia. He sustained
serious injuries but was able to swim to safety. This incident prompted increased safety
measures for beachgoers.

21. The 2000 Attack on a Diver in the Bahamas

In 2000, a diver named Susan H. was attacked by a shark while diving in the Bahamas. She
survived the incident but suffered significant injuries. This attack raised awareness about
the risks faced by divers in shark-rich areas.

22. The 2016 Attack on a Surfer in Hawaii

A surfer named Paul A. was attacked by a shark while surfing in Hawaii in 2016. He survived
but lost part of his leg. This incident highlighted the ongoing risks faced by surfers in shark
habitats.

23. The 2013 Attack on a Swimmer in Florida

In 2013, a swimmer named Kyle T. was bitten by a shark while swimming off the coast of
Florida. He suffered serious injuries but managed to survive. This incident raised concerns
about shark populations in Florida waters.

24. The 1975 Attack on a Diver in California

In 1975, a diver named Frank W. was attacked by a shark while diving off the California
coast. He survived but suffered significant injuries. This incident highlighted the risks faced
by divers in shark-rich waters.

25. The 1996 Attack on a Fisherman in Hawaii

In 1996, a fisherman named Tom R. was attacked by a shark while fishing in Hawaii. He
sustained severe injuries but survived the encounter. This incident raised awareness about
the dangers faced by fishermen in shark habitats.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common factors that contributed to the
worst shark attacks in history?

Common factors include human activity such as
fishing, water sports, and swimming in shark-
infested waters, as well as the presence of bait or
blood in the water. Many attacks occurred in
areas where sharks are known to feed or during
times when sharks are more active.

Which shark species are most frequently involved in the
worst attacks?

The species most frequently involved in severe
shark attacks include the Great White Shark,
Tiger Shark, and Bull Shark. These species are
known for their size, power, and tendency to
inhabit areas frequented by humans.

What was the biggest shark attack incident in recorded
history?

One of the largest shark attack incidents in



recorded history is the 1916 Jersey Shore attacks,
where four people were attacked by a Great
White Shark in July. This series of attacks led to
the death of one person and severe injuries to
others, instigating widespread fear of sharks.

How have shark attacks influenced public perception
and conservation efforts?

Shark attacks often lead to heightened fear and
calls for culling shark populations, but they have
also prompted conservation efforts to protect
sharks and educate the public about their
ecological importance. Many campaigns now
focus on dispelling myths and promoting
coexistence.

What safety measures can be taken to reduce the risk
of shark attacks?

Safety measures include avoiding swimming at
dawn or dusk, staying in groups, avoiding areas
with known shark activity, not wearing shiny
jewelry, and refraining from swimming near
schools of fish or where fishing is taking place.
Additionally, being aware of local shark attack
reports can help in making informed decisions.
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