SE BLOOD HUNTER GUIDE

5e BLoob HUNTER GUIDE: UNLEASH THE DARK PowERS oF THE BLoob HunTer CLASS

THE BLOOD HUNTER IS A UNIQUE AND COMPELLING CLASS IN DUNGEONS € DRAGONS 5TH EDITION (5E), CREATED BY THE
TALENTED MATTHEW MERCER. THIS CLASS OFFERS A RICH BLEND OF MARTIAL PROWESS AND ARCANE ABILITIES, MAKING IT AN
EXCELLENT CHOICE FOR PLAYERS WHO WANT TO DIVE INTO THE DARKER ASPECTS OF THE GAME. IN THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE,
WE WILL EXPLORE THE FEATURES, SUBCLASSES, AND STRATEGIES TO HELP YOU MASTER THE BLOOD HUNTER CLASS, ENSURING
YOUR CHARACTER STANDS OUT IN ANY CAMPAIGN.

UNDERSTANDING THE BLoobD HUNTER CLASS

THE BLOOD HUNTER CLASS STANDS OUT FOR ITS EMPHASIS ON BLOOD MAGIC, A DARK AND POWERFUL FORM OF ARCANE ENERGY
THAT ALLOWS THEM TO MANIPULATE LIFE FORCES. BLOOD HUNTERS ARE NOT JUST FIGHTERS, THEY ARE ALSO DEEPLY TIED TO
THE SUPERNATURAL, OFTEN HUNTING DOWN CREATURES OF THE NIGHT, SUCH AS VAMPIRES AND WEREWOLVES.

CoRrE FEATURES OF THE BLooD HUNTER

BEFORE DIVING INTO SUBCLASSES AND GAMEPLAY STRATEGIES, IT'S ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTAND THE CORE FEATURES THAT
DEFINE THE BLOOD HUNTER CLASS:

1. HIT PoINTs: BLoob HUNTERS HAVE A HIT DIE OF 1010, PROVIDING THEM WITH DECENT SURVIVABILITY. AT 1ST LEVEL,
THEY START WITH 10 HIT POINTS PLUS THEIR CONSTITUTION MODIFIER.

2. PROFICIENCIES:

- ARMOR: LIGHT AND MEDIUM ARMOR, AS WELL AS SHIELDS.

- WEAPONS: SIMPLE WEAPONS AND MARTIAL WEAPONS.

- TooLs: ALCHEMIST'S SUPPLIES AND ONE TYPE OF ARTISAN'S TOOLS.

3. SAVING THROWS: PROFICIENT IN STRENGTH AND W/ISDOM SAVING THROWS, WHICH HELPS THEM RESIST PHYSICAL AND
MENTAL EFFECTS.

4. SKILLS: BLOOD HUNTERS CAN CHOOSE FROM A VARIETY OF SKILLS, INCLUDING ATHLETICS, INVESTIGATION, AND SURVIVAL
ALLOWING FOR A WELL-ROUNDED CHARACTER CAPABLE OF HANDLING DIFFERENT SITUATIONS.
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BLoob CuUrsEs

ONE OF THE MOST ICONIC FEATURES OF THE BLOOD HUNTER IS THE BLOOD CURSE MECHANIC. BLOOD HUNTERS CAN USE THEIR
OWN VITALITY TO UNLEASH POWERFUL EFFECTS ON THEIR ENEMIES. AT 3RD LEVEL, THEY GAIN ACCESS TO A SELECTION OF
BLoob CURSES/ WHICH THEY CAN ACTIVATE BY SACRIFICING HIT POINTS. EXAMPLES INCLUDE:

- BLoob CUrSE oF THE FALLEN PUPPET: TEMPORARILY TAKE CONTROL OF A DYING CREATURE.
- BLoob CursE oF THE MARKED: INCREASE DAMAGE DEALT TO A SPECIFIC TARGET.
- BLoob Cursk oF THE SouLBOUND: CREATE A BOND WITH A TARGET, ALLOWING FOR TRACKING AND OTHER EFFECTS.

As A BLooD HUNTER LEVELS UP, THEY GAIN ACCESS TO MORE POWERFUL CURSES, PROVIDING VERSATILITY AND TACTICAL
OPTIONS IN COMBAT.



SuBcLASSES: ORDER OF THE BLooD HUNTER

AT 3RD LEVEL, BLOOD HUNTERS CHOOSE FROM ONE OF SEVERAL ORDERS THAT DEFINE THEIR FIGHTING STYLE AND ABILITIES.
THE PRIMARY ORDERS ARE:

1. ORDER OF THE GHOSTSLAYER

GHOSTSLAYERS FOCUS ON COMBATING UNDEAD AND INCORPOREAL FOES. THEIR ABILITIES INCLUDE:

- CHANNEL DIVINITY: GAIN THE ABILITY TO CHANNEL DIVINE ENERGY TO HARM UNDEAD.
- GHosTSLAYER’S CURSE: DEAL ADDITIONAL DAMAGE TO UNDEAD TARGETS.

2. ORDER OF THE LYCAN

THIS SUBCLASS ALLOWS BLOOD HUNTERS TO TAP INTO THEIR PRIMAL HERITAGE, TRANSFORMING INTO A HYBRID BEAST FORM.
KEY FEATURES INCLUDE:

- HYBRID TRANSFORMATION: GAIN ENHANCED PHYSICAL ABILITIES AND NEW ATTACKS IN BEAST FORM.
- LYCANTHROPIC RESILIENCE: INCREASED DEFENSES WHILE TRANSFORMED.

3. ORDER OF THE PROFANE SouL

PROFANE SOULS EMBRACE DARKER POWERS, MAKING PACTS WITH OTHERWORLDLY ENTITIES. THEIR ABILITIES INCLUDE:

- PRoFANE SouL MAGIC: ACCESS TO SPELLS FROM W/ ARLOCK’S SPELL LIST.
- DARk DEvVOTION: GAIN ADVANTAGE ON SAVING THROWS AGAINST BEING CHARMED OR FRIGHTENED.

LeVELING UP YOUR BLooD HUNTER

AS YOU PROGRESS THROUGH LEVELS, YOUR BLoOD HUNTER GAINS ENHANCED ABILITIES AND FEATURES. HERE’S A BREAKDOWN
OF WHAT TO EXPECT AS YOU LEVEL UP:

Key LEVELS AND FEATURES

- LeVEL 3: CHoOSE YOUR ORDER AND GAIN ACCESS TO BLoob CURSES.

- LEVEL 7: GAIN THE ABILITY TO USE YOUR BLOOD HUNTER ABILITIES MORE EFFECTIVELY AND RESIST SPECIFIC EFFECTS.
- LeveL 11: Access To POWERFUL BLoob CURSES THAT CAN TURN THE TIDE OF BATTLE.

- LeveL 20: ACHIEVE THE PINNACLE OF POWER AS A BLOOD HUNTER, GAINING THE ABILITY TO UNLEASH DEVASTATING
ATTACKS AND MANIPULATE BLOOD MAGIC AT WILL.

CoMBAT STRATEGIES FOR BLooD HUNTERS

T O MAXIMIZE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF YOUR BLOOD HUNTER IN COMBAT, CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING STRATEGIES:



UTiLizing BLoob CURrSES

BLoob CURSES ARE INCREDIBLY VERSATILE. HERE ARE TIPS ON HOW TO USE THEM EFFECTIVELY:

- TARGET PRIORITY: IDENTIFY THE MOST DANGEROUS ENEMIES AND APPLY THE APPROPRIATE CURSE TO MAXIMIZE DAMAGE
OUTPUT.

- SACRIFICE W/ISELY: BALANCE YOUR HIT POINT SACRIFICES WITH YOUR NEED TO STAY ALIVE. SOMETIMES/ IT’S WORTH
SACRIFICING A FEW HIT POINTS TO SECURE A VICTORY.

POSITIONING AND MOBILITY

BLooD HUNTERS BENEFIT FROM STRATEGIC POSITIONING. CONSIDER THESE TACTICS:

- FLANKING: POSITION YOURSELF TO FLANK ENEMIES, GAINING ADVANTAGE ON ATTACKS.
- HiIT-AND-RUN T ACTICS: USE YOUR MOBILITY TO STRIKE AND THEN REPOSITION, KEEPING ENEMIES GUESSING.

SPELLCASTING CONSIDERATIONS

IF Yyou cHOOSE THE ORDER OF THE PROFANE SOUL, SPELLCASTING CAN SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE YOUR COMBAT CAPABILITIES.
TIPS INCLUDE:

- BUFF SPELLS: USE SPELLS TO INCREASE YOUR DAMAGE OR DEFENSES BEFORE ENTERING COMBAT.
- UTILITY SPELLS: DON’T OVERLOOK UTILITY SPELLS THAT CAN CONTROL THE BATTLEFIELD OR PROVIDE SITUATIONAL
ADVANTAGES.

CoNCLUSION

THe 5 BLOOD HUNTER CLASS OFFERS A UNIQUE BLEND OF MARTIAL SKILL AND DARK MAGIC, MAKING IT AN EXCITING CHOICE FOR
PLAYERS SEEKING A CHARACTER WITH DEPTH AND VERSATILITY. BY MASTERING THE CORE FEATURES, UTILIZING BLoob Curses
EFFECTIVELY, AND CHOOSING THE RIGHT SUBCLASS, YOU CAN CREATE A BLooD HUNTER THAT NOT ONLY EXCELS IN COMBAT
BUT ALSO ADDS RICH NARRATIVE LAYERS TO YOUR CAMPAIGN.

W/HETHER YOU’RE HUNTING DOWN THE UNDEAD, EMBRACING YOUR LYCANTHROPIC HERITAGE, OR FORGING A PACT WITH DARK
POWERS, YOUR JOURNEY AS A BLoob HUNTER PROMISES TO BE THRILLING AND MEMORABLE. EMBRACE THE DARKNESS, AND LET
YOUR ADVENTURE UNFOLD!

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE PRIMARY ROLE OF A BLoOoD HUNTER IN DUNGEONS § DRAGONS 5€?

THE PRIMARY ROLE OF A BLOOD HUNTER IS TO SERVE AS A HYBRID CLASS THAT COMBINES FEATURES OF MARTIAL FIGHTERS AND
SPELLCASTERS, SPECIALIZING IN HUNTING DOWN SUPERNATURAL THREATS USING THEIR UNIQUE ABILITIES AND BLOOD MAGIC.

How poEes THE BLoob HUNTER'S CRIMSON RITE FEATURE WORK?

THe CRIMSON RITE ALLOWS BLOOD HUNTERS TO IMBUE THEIR WEAPONS WITH ELEMENTAL ENERGY, DEALING ADDITIONAL
DAMAGE AT THE COST OF THEIR OWN HIT POINTS. EACH RITE CORRESPONDS TO A DIFFERENT DAMAGE TYPE, ALLOWING FOR
FLEXIBILITY IN COMBAT.



\WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT ORDERS AVAILABLE FOR BLOOD HUNTERS AND HOW DO THEY
AFFECT GAMEPLAY?

BLoob HUNTERS CAN CHOOSE FROM SEVERAL ORDERS, SUCH AS THE ORDER OF THE GHOSTSLAYER, ORDER OF THE PROFANE
SOUL, AND ORDER OF THE L YCAN. EACH ORDER PROVIDES UNIQUE ABILITIES, SPELLS, AND FLAVOR, INFLUENCING COMBAT STYLE
AND CHARACTER CUSTOMIZATION.

\W/HAT ARE SOME EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES FOR PLAYING A BLoOoD HUNTER IN COMBAT?

EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES INCLUDE USING CRIMSON RITE TO MAXIMIZE DAMAGE OUTPUT, LEVERAGING THE BLoob HUNTER'S
MOBILITY FEATURES TO ENGAGE OR DISENGAGE FROM ENEMIES, AND UTILIZING THEIR UNIQUE SPELLS FOR CROWD CONTROL AND
SUPPORT.

How cAN A BLoOoD HUNTER MANAGE THEIR HIT POINT COSTS WHEN USING CRIMSON
RiTer

BLooD HUNTERS CAN MANAGE HIT POINT COSTS BY BALANCING THE USE OF CRIMSON RITE WITH HEALING ABILITIES, POTIONS,
OR TAKING ADVANTAGE OF SHORT RESTS, AS THE CLASS HAS FEATURES THAT CAN HELP REGAIN HIT POINTS OR MITIGATE
DAMAGE.

\WHAT ARE SOME COMMON MULTICLASS OPTIONS FOR BLOOD HUNTERS?

COMMON MULTICLASS OPTIONS FOR BLOOD HUNTERS INCLUDE ROGUE FOR INCREASED DAMAGE AND STEALTH CAPABILITIES,
PALADIN FOR ADDITIONAL SPELLCASTING AND HEALING, AND W/ ARLOCK FOR MORE SPELL OPTIONS AND ELDRITCH INVOCATIONS
THAT ENHANCE THEIR COMBAT ABILITIES.
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