
a guide to the general crook trail

A guide to the general crook trail is an essential resource for outdoor enthusiasts who want to

experience the beauty and history of this unique hiking route. The General Crook Trail is named after

General George Crook, a key figure in the American Indian Wars and a notable military leader whose

campaigns in the late 1800s shaped much of the Western United States. This trail not only offers

breathtaking views and diverse landscapes but also a glimpse into the past. Whether you are an

experienced hiker or a novice, this guide will help you navigate the trail and make the most of your

adventure.

Overview of the General Crook Trail

The General Crook Trail spans approximately 150 miles and winds its way through Arizona,

connecting several historic sites, forests, and natural landscapes. The trail is primarily located within

the Tonto National Forest, offering hikers a unique opportunity to explore a variety of ecosystems, from

pine forests to arid desert regions.

History of the Trail

The General Crook Trail was originally used by military forces in the late 19th century. General Crook

utilized this route during his campaigns against various Native American tribes, including the Apache.

Today, the trail serves not only as a historical path but also as a recreational route for hikers and

outdoor enthusiasts.

Key historical points along the trail include:

1. Fort Apache: Established in 1870, Fort Apache played a crucial role in the U.S. military's efforts to



control the Apache tribes.

2. Camp Verde: This location was significant during the Indian Wars and remains a historical site worth

visiting.

3. Historic Ranger Stations: Various ranger stations along the way tell the story of the early days of

forest management and conservation.

Trail Sections and Features

The General Crook Trail can be divided into several sections, each offering distinct features and

challenges. Below is a breakdown of these sections:

Section 1: The Pine Forests

- Location: Starts at the base of the Mogollon Rim.

- Trail Conditions: Well-maintained, moderate difficulty.

- Highlights:

- Towering Ponderosa pines and lush underbrush.

- Wildlife sightings, including elk and deer.

- Scenic overlooks with breathtaking views of the surrounding valleys.

Section 2: The Arid Desert

- Location: Transitioning from the pine forests to the lower desert elevations.

- Trail Conditions: Varies from easy to moderate; some rocky sections.

- Highlights:

- Unique desert flora, including cacti and resilient shrubs.

- Opportunities for birdwatching and observing desert wildlife.



- Historical ruins from early settler days.

Section 3: The River Valley

- Location: Follows the course of the Verde River.

- Trail Conditions: Generally flat but can be muddy after rains.

- Highlights:

- Access to water sources, making it a great spot for resting.

- Fishing opportunities in the Verde River.

- Beautiful riparian ecosystems and excellent spots for photography.

Section 4: The High Elevation

- Location: Near the end of the trail, approaching the San Francisco Peaks.

- Trail Conditions: Steeper climbs, requiring good physical fitness.

- Highlights:

- Panoramic views of the surrounding mountains.

- Diverse wildlife, including black bears and mountain lions.

- Cooler temperatures and lush vegetation.

Preparation for Your Hike

Before embarking on a journey along the General Crook Trail, it is vital to prepare adequately. Here

are some key steps to ensure a safe and enjoyable experience:



1. Research the Trail

- Familiarize yourself with the trail map and specific sections.

- Check for any seasonal closures or alerts related to weather or wildlife.

2. Gear Up

- Footwear: Invest in sturdy hiking boots with good traction.

- Clothing: Dress in layers to accommodate changing temperatures.

- Backpack Essentials:

- Water (at least 2 liters per person).

- Snacks (high-energy foods like nuts, granola bars, and dried fruits).

- First aid kit.

- Sunscreen and insect repellent.

3. Know Your Limits

- Choose a section that matches your fitness level.

- Don’t hesitate to turn back if conditions become dangerous or if you feel fatigued.

Safety Tips for Hiking the General Crook Trail

Hiking can be a rewarding activity, but it comes with risks. Here are some safety tips to keep in mind:

1. Stay Hydrated: Always carry enough water, especially during hot months.

2. Wildlife Awareness: Respect wildlife and keep a safe distance. Do not feed animals, as it can be

dangerous.



3. Leave No Trace: Pack out all trash and minimize your impact on the environment.

4. Check the Weather: Be aware of changing weather conditions and be prepared to adjust your plans

accordingly.

5. Travel in Groups: Hiking with a friend or a group enhances safety and makes the experience more

enjoyable.

Trail Etiquette

Following proper trail etiquette is essential for maintaining the beauty and integrity of the General

Crook Trail. Here are some guidelines to keep in mind:

- Yield to Others: Hikers going uphill have the right of way over those coming downhill.

- Stay on Designated Paths: This helps to prevent erosion and protects local flora and fauna.

- Respect Campgrounds: If camping, be sure to follow all regulations and guidelines to ensure a safe

and enjoyable experience for all.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the General Crook Trail offers a unique blend of history, natural beauty, and outdoor

adventure. With proper preparation, awareness, and respect for the trail, hikers can enjoy an

unforgettable experience that resonates with the echoes of the past. Whether you are planning a day

hike or a multi-day trek, this guide serves as a comprehensive resource for anyone looking to explore

the rich landscapes and historical significance of the General Crook Trail. So lace up your hiking

boots, pack your bags, and get ready for an adventure that connects you to the heart of Arizona’s

wilderness and history.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the General Crook Trail and its historical significance?

The General Crook Trail is a historic route in Arizona that was named after General George Crook, a

key figure in the American Indian Wars during the late 19th century. The trail served as a military

supply route and is significant for its role in the U.S. Army's campaigns against Native American tribes.

What are the main points of interest along the General Crook Trail?

Key points of interest along the General Crook Trail include Fort Apache, the scenic landscapes of the

White Mountains, and various historical markers that commemorate events and locations significant to

both military history and Native American culture.

Is the General Crook Trail suitable for hiking and outdoor activities?

Yes, the General Crook Trail is popular for hiking, biking, and horseback riding. It offers various terrain

and breathtaking views, making it suitable for outdoor enthusiasts of all skill levels. There are also

camping facilities available along certain sections.

What wildlife can be found along the General Crook Trail?

The General Crook Trail is home to diverse wildlife, including elk, deer, various bird species, and

smaller mammals. Hikers and outdoor explorers often enjoy wildlife watching in the natural settings

along the trail.

What is the best time of year to visit the General Crook Trail?

The best time to visit the General Crook Trail is during the spring and fall months when temperatures

are mild and the scenery is particularly beautiful, with blooming wildflowers in spring and vibrant

autumn foliage.
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