a year with cs lewis

A year with CS Lewis offers a unique glimpse into the mind of one of the 20th century's
most influential writers and thinkers. Clive Staples Lewis, known for his profound theological
insights, imaginative storytelling, and literary criticism, has left an indelible mark on both
religious and secular literature. In this article, we will explore various aspects of Lewis's life,
his significant works, and the lasting impact of his ideas throughout a year-long journey of
reflection and discovery.

The Life of CS Lewis

Early Life and Education

CS Lewis was born on November 29, 1898, in Belfast, Ireland. His early life was marked by
the loss of his mother at a young age, which deeply affected him. He attended Malvern
College and later, Exeter College, Oxford, where he studied classics and English literature.
His experiences during World War | and his subsequent academic pursuits at Oxford shaped
his worldview and literary style.

Conversion to Christianity

Lewis's journey to faith was gradual and complex. Initially an atheist, his wartime
experiences and philosophical inquiries led him to reconsider his beliefs. A pivotal moment
was his friendship with J.R.R. Tolkien, who encouraged him to explore Christianity. By 1931,
Lewis had fully embraced the faith, which profoundly influenced his writing and thought.

Major Works and Their Impact

The Chronicles of Narnia

One of Lewis's most beloved contributions to literature is "The Chronicles of Narnia," a
series of seven fantasy novels that have captivated readers of all ages. The series includes
titles such as:

1. The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
2. Prince Caspian

3. The Voyage of the Dawn Treader

4. The Silver Chair

5. The Horse and His Boy



6. The Magician's Nephew
7. The Last Battle

Through allegorical narratives, Lewis explores themes of good versus evil, redemption, and
the nature of faith. The character of Aslan, a lion representing Christ, serves as a central
figure throughout the series, making complex theological concepts accessible to younger
audiences.

Mere Christianity

Published in 1952, "Mere Christianity" is a seminal work that distills Lewis's thoughts on
Christian doctrine. Originally based on a series of BBC radio talks during World War Il, the
book addresses fundamental questions about faith and morality. Key themes include:

- The existence of a moral law
- The nature of God

- The significance of Christian beliefs

This work has been pivotal in converting skeptics and deepening the faith of believers,
showcasing Lewis's ability to articulate complex theological ideas in a relatable manner.

The Screwtape Letters

"The Screwtape Letters," published in 1942, presents a series of fictional letters from a
senior demon, Screwtape, to his nephew, Wormwood. The letters offer insight into the
nature of temptation and the human experience. Key takeaways from this work include:

- The subtlety of temptation
- The importance of spiritual vigilance
- The role of doubt in faith

This satirical and thought-provoking book encourages readers to reflect on their spiritual
lives and recognize the influences that can lead them astray.

A Year of Reflection: Engaging with Lewis's Ideas

Monthly Themes for Study

To embark on a year with CS Lewis, consider dedicating each month to exploring a specific
theme or work. Here’s a suggested outline:

1. January - Introduction to Lewis: Read his biography to understand his life and influences.
2. February - Narnia Exploration: Read "The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe" and discuss



its allegorical elements.

3. March - Moral Philosophy: Delve into "Mere Christianity" and reflect on its central
arguments.

4. April - The Nature of Evil: Analyze "The Screwtape Letters" and its insights into
temptation.

5. May - The Role of Imagination: Investigate how Lewis uses imagination in storytelling.
6. June - Friendship and Faith: Explore Lewis’s relationships, especially with Tolkien.

7. July - Poetry and Prose: Read Lewis’s poetry to appreciate his literary range.

8. August - The Problem of Pain: Engage with his thoughts on suffering and faith.

9. September - Apologetics: Study Lewis's approach to defending Christianity.

10. October - The Great Divorce: Reflect on the metaphysical themes in this allegorical tale.
11. November - Lewis and Science Fiction: Explore "Out of the Silent Planet" and its
theological implications.

12. December - Legacy and Influence: Consider how Lewis's work continues to resonate
today.

Discussion and Community Engagement

Engaging with Lewis’s works can be enhanced through discussions with others. Consider
forming a study group or online community where participants can:

- Share insights and reflections on monthly readings
- Debate theological concepts presented in Lewis's writings
- Explore how Lewis's ideas can be applied in contemporary contexts

The Lasting Legacy of CS Lewis

Influence on Literature and Theology

CS Lewis's contributions have shaped both literature and theology profoundly. His ability to
weave complex ideas into accessible narratives has inspired countless authors, theologians,
and thinkers. Works inspired by Lewis can be found across genres, including fantasy,
science fiction, and apologetics.

Relevance Today

In an age marked by skepticism and secularism, Lewis's writings continue to resonate. His
insights on morality, the human condition, and the nature of faith challenge readers to
engage thoughtfully with their beliefs. Many contemporary Christian authors cite Lewis as a
significant influence, reflecting his enduring impact on modern thought.



Conclusion

A year with CS Lewis not only offers a chance to delve into the mind of a remarkable thinker
but also encourages personal growth and spiritual exploration. By engaging with his works,
readers can discover timeless truths that challenge and inspire. Whether through the
enchanting world of Narnia, the poignant insights of "Mere Christianity," or the satirical
depth of "The Screwtape Letters," Lewis's legacy invites us all to ponder life's greatest
guestions and seek understanding in a complex world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'A Year with C.S.
Lewis'?

'A Year with C.S. Lewis' explores themes such as faith, redemption, love, and the nature of
God, as reflected in Lewis's writings and personal reflections.

How does 'A Year with C.S. Lewis' structure its content?

The book is structured as a daily devotional, providing excerpts from Lewis's works paired
with reflections and insights for each day of the year.

Who is the intended audience for 'A Year with C.S.
Lewis'?

The book is intended for both long-time fans of C.S. Lewis and those new to his writings,
aiming to inspire thoughtful reflection on spiritual and philosophical matters.

What impact did C.S. Lewis have on Christian
literature?

C.S. Lewis significantly influenced Christian literature by blending literary artistry with deep
theological insights, making complex ideas accessible and engaging to a broad audience.

Can 'A Year with C.S. Lewis' be used in a group study
setting?

Yes, 'A Year with C.S. Lewis' can be effectively used in group study settings, as it invites
discussion and reflection on Lewis's insights and encourages shared exploration of faith.

What makes 'A Year with C.S. Lewis' relevant today?

'A Year with C.S. Lewis' remains relevant today due to its timeless exploration of human
experience, spirituality, and moral questions that resonate with contemporary readers.
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