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"A Wrinkle in Time" is a science fiction novel written by Madeleine L'Engle, first published in 1962. It tells the
story of a young girl, Meg Murry, who embarks on a cosmic journey to rescue her father from a malevolent
force known as IT. L'Engle's narrative intertwines themes of love, courage, and the battle between good and
evil, making it a rich text for analysis and discussion. This study guide aims to provide a comprehensive
overview of the novel's characters, themes, symbols, and more, to aid in understanding and interpreting this
classic work.

Summary of the Plot

"A Wrinkle in Time" begins with Meg Murry, a high school student who feels out of place and struggles with her
self-esteem. The story kicks off on a dark and stormy night when she meets a peculiar creature named Mrs.
Whatsit, who hints at the existence of tesseracts—folds in space-time that allow for travel across the
universe.

Meg's father, a scientist, has been missing for some time, and alongside her brother Charles Wallace and a
neighbor named Calvin O'Keefe, she learns that he is trapped on another planet called Camazotz. The trio is
guided by three celestial beings—Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Who, and Mrs. Which—who help them navigate through
the challenges they face.

Their journey takes them to various worlds, where they encounter different forms of evil represented by IT and
the dark forces controlling Camazotz. Ultimately, the children's love and courage play a crucial role in
overcoming the darkness and rescuing Meg's father.

Main Characters

Understanding the characters in "A Wrinkle in Time" is crucial for grasping the novel's underlying messages and
themes. Here are the main characters:

Meg Murry
- A complex protagonist who struggles with feelings of inadequacy and self-doubt.
- Represents the theme of personal growth and the journey towards self-acceptance.
- Her love for her family drives her actions throughout the novel.

Charles Wallace Murry
- Meg's younger brother, who possesses extraordinary intelligence and telepathic abilities.
- Often misunderstood by others, he symbolizes the theme of uniqueness and the importance of intellectual
capability.
- His vulnerability becomes a focal point in the story.

Calvin O'Keefe
- A popular boy from school who becomes Meg's ally and love interest.
- Represents the themes of friendship and the idea that love can transcend differences.
- His character adds depth to the exploration of adolescence.



Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Who, and Mrs. Which
- The three celestial beings guide Meg, Charles, and Calvin on their journey.
- Each character embodies different traits: Mrs. Whatsit represents courage, Mrs. Who represents wisdom, and
Mrs. Which embodies the power of love.
- Their roles highlight the significance of support and mentorship.

IT
- The main antagonist in the story, representing a dark force that controls Camazotz.
- IT's influence symbolizes the dangers of conformity, oppression, and the loss of individuality.
- The struggle against IT highlights the novel's central conflict between good and evil.

Themes

"A Wrinkle in Time" is rich with themes that resonate with readers of all ages. Below are some of the key themes
explored in the novel:

Love and Family
- The power of love is a central theme, driving Meg's quest to save her father.
- The bond between family members emphasizes the importance of support in overcoming adversity.
- Love is depicted as a force that can conquer darkness and evil.

Individuality and Conformity
- The oppressive environment of Camazotz showcases the dangers of conformity and the loss of individuality.
- Characters like Meg and Charles Wallace highlight the importance of being true to oneself.
- The struggle against IT represents the fight for personal freedom and self-expression.

Good vs. Evil
- The battle between good and evil is a primary conflict in the story, symbolized by the characters'
confrontation with IT.
- The novel suggests that good can prevail through love, courage, and unity.
- This theme explores the moral complexities of human nature and the choices individuals must make.

Science and Faith
- The blending of scientific concepts (such as tesseracts) with spiritual themes creates a unique narrative.
- The novel suggests that science and faith can coexist and complement one another.
- The journey through space-time serves as a metaphor for personal and spiritual growth.

Symbols and Motifs

L'Engle employs various symbols and motifs throughout "A Wrinkle in Time" that enrich the narrative and
provide deeper meanings.



Tesseract
- Represents the concept of higher dimensions and the possibility of transcending space and time.
- Symbolizes the journey of personal growth and the ability to overcome obstacles.

Darkness and Light
- Darkness symbolizes evil, ignorance, and despair, while light represents knowledge, love, and hope.
- The contrast between these elements reinforces the battle between good and evil.

Mrs. Whatsit's Transformations
- Mrs. Whatsit's ability to change forms represents the complexities of identity and the idea that appearances
can be deceiving.
- Her transformations also embody the theme of adaptability in the face of challenges.

Literary Devices

L'Engle's writing is characterized by various literary devices that enhance the storytelling experience. Here are
some notable devices used in the novel:

Imagery
- Vivid descriptions of worlds and characters create a rich visual experience for readers.
- Imagery is employed to convey the emotions and struggles of the characters.

Foreshadowing
- Early hints about the nature of IT and the challenges the characters will face build suspense and
anticipation.
- Foreshadowing adds depth to the narrative by preparing readers for future events.

Metaphor and Simile
- L'Engle uses metaphors and similes to draw comparisons that enhance understanding and emotional impact.
- These devices enrich the thematic elements of the story by making abstract ideas more relatable.

Discussion Questions

To foster deeper engagement with the text, consider the following discussion questions:

1. How does Meg's character change throughout the novel? What events contribute to her growth?
2. In what ways does L'Engle illustrate the concept of love as a powerful force?
3. How do the characters of Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Who, and Mrs. Which contribute to the overall message of
the story?
4. What role does individuality play in the fight against IT? How do the characters resist conformity?
5. How does the blending of science and spirituality enhance the themes of the novel?



Conclusion

"A Wrinkle in Time" remains a timeless classic that captivates readers with its imaginative storytelling and
profound themes. Through the journey of Meg, Charles Wallace, and Calvin, L'Engle explores the essential
values of love, individuality, and the struggle against evil. This study guide serves as a resource to deepen
understanding and appreciation of the novel, encouraging readers to reflect on its lasting impact on literature
and society. Whether read for enjoyment or academic purposes, "A Wrinkle in Time" continues to inspire and
challenge readers to embrace their unique identities and stand against the darkness in the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'A Wrinkle in Time'?

The main themes include the battle between good and evil, the importance of love and family, the power of
individuality, and the exploration of the unknown.

Who are the primary characters in 'A Wrinkle in Time'?

The primary characters include Meg Murry, her brother Charles Wallace, their friend Calvin O'Keefe, and the
three mysterious beings known as Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Which, and Mrs. Who.

What is the significance of the tesseract in 'A Wrinkle in Time'?

The tesseract represents a fifth-dimensional travel mechanism that allows characters to move through space
and time, symbolizing the intertwining of science and fantasy.

How does Meg Murry's character develop throughout the story?

Meg evolves from a self-doubting girl into a confident individual who learns to embrace her imperfections and
the power of love, ultimately finding her strength in her family.

What role does the concept of darkness play in the novel?

Darkness symbolizes evil and fear, represented by the antagonist IT, which seeks to control and suppress
individuality and love, contrasting with the light that signifies hope and goodness.

How does 'A Wrinkle in Time' incorporate elements of science fiction?

The novel incorporates science fiction through its exploration of advanced scientific concepts like time travel,
dimensions, and the nature of the universe, blending them with fantastical elements.

What lessons about friendship are conveyed in 'A Wrinkle in Time'?

The story emphasizes the importance of loyalty, support, and understanding among friends, as seen in the bond
between Meg, Charles, and Calvin as they navigate their challenges together.

What is the role of Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Who, and Mrs. Which in the story?

These three characters serve as guides and mentors, helping Meg, Charles, and Calvin understand their journey
and the importance of love and courage in the fight against evil.
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