A LONG WALK TO WATER LINDA SUE PARK

A LONG WALK TO WATER LINDA SUE PARK IS A COMPELLING YOUNG ADULT NOVEL THAT INTERTWINES THE TRUE STORY OF
SALVA DUT, A SUDANESE LoST BoY, WITH THE FICTIONAL ACCOUNT OF NYA, A YOUNG GIRL FROM SOUTHERN SUDAN. THIS
DUAL NARRATIVE EXPLORES THEMES OF SURVIVAL, RESILIENCE, AND HOPE AMIDST THE BACKDROP OF CIVIL WAR AND WATER
SCARCITY. WRITTEN BY LINDA SUE PARK, THE BOOK PROVIDES AN EDUCATIONAL AND EMOTIONAL INSIGHT INTO THE STRUGGLES
FACED BY MANY IN SUDAN DURING THE 1980s and 2000s. THE NOVEL’S UNIQUE STRUCTURE AND VIVID STORYTELLING HAVE
MADE IT A VALUABLE RESOURCE IN CLASSROOMS AND FOR READERS INTERESTED IN GLOBAL ISSUES. THIS ARTICLE WILL DELVE
INTO THE BOOK’S PLOT, CHARACTERS, THEMES, AUTHOR BACKGROUND, AND ITS IMPACT ON READERS AND EDUCATION. THE
FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL OFFER AN ORGANIZED OVERVIEW TO BETTER UNDERSTAND THIS INFLUENTIAL WORK.

e OVERVIEW OF THE Book

MAIN CHARACTERS

® THEMES AND MESSAGES

AUTHOR BACKGROUND: LINDA SUE PARK
o HisToricaL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT

e EDUCATIONAL IMPACT AND RECEPTION

OVERVIEW OF THE Book

A LONG WALK TO WATER LINDA SUE PARK PRESENTS TWO INTERWOVEN STORIES SET IN SUDAN DURING DIFFERENT TIME PERIODS.
THE FIRST NARRATIVE FOLLOWS SALVA DUT, A REAL PERSON AND ONE OF THE LOST BOYS OF SUDAN, WHO FLEES CONFLICT
AND EMBARKS ON A PERILOUS JOURNEY TO SAFETY. THE SECOND STORYLINE FEATURES NYA, A FICTIONAL CHARACTER, WHO
FACES DAILY CHALLENGES FETCHING WATER FOR HER FAMILY IN A REMOTE VILLAGE. T HESE NARRATIVES CONVERGE IN A
POWERFUL MESSAGE ABOUT PERSEVERANCE AND THE CRITICAL IMPORTANCE OF ACCESS TO CLEAN WATER.

PLoT SUMMARY

THE PLOT ALTERNATES BETWEEN SALVA’S JOURNEY IN 1985 AND NYA’s DAILY LIFE IN 2008. SALVA, A YOUNG BOY
SEPARATED FROM HIS FAMILY DURING THE SUDANESE CIVIL WAR, TRAVELS ACROSS HARSH LANDSCAPES, ENCOUNTERING DANGERS
SUCH AS WILD ANIMALS, HUNGER, AND ARMED FORCES. HE EVENTUALLY BECOMES A REFUGEE, FINDING REFUGE IN A CAMP AND
LATER SETTLING IN THE UNITED STATES. NYA’S STORY HIGHLIGHTS THE STRUGGLE FOR WATER, AS SHE SPENDS HOURS EACH
DAY WALKING TO A POND TO COLLECT WATER FOR HER FAMILY. THE NOVEL CULMINATES AS SALVA RETURNS TO SUDAN AS AN
ADULT TO HELP BUILD WELLS, IMPROVING WATER ACCESS FOR COMMUNITIES LIKE NYA’S.

STRUCTURE AND NARRATIVE STYLE

THE DUAL NARRATIVE TECHNIQUE EMPLOYED BY LINDA SUE PARK EFFECTIVELY CONTRASTS THE HARSH REALITIES OF WAR AND
SURVIVAL WITH THE ONGOING HARDSHIPS RELATED TO WATER SCARCITY. THE CONCISE CHAPTERS AND STRAIGHTFORW ARD
PROSE MAKE THE STORY ACCESSIBLE TO YOUNG READERS WHILE MAINTAINING EMOTIONAL DEPTH. THE ALTERNATING
PERSPECTIVES ALLOW READERS TO ENGAGE WITH BOTH CHARACTERS’ EXPERIENCES, EMPHASIZING THE INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF
THEIR LIVES DESPITE DIFFERENT TIMELINES.



MAIN CHARACTERS

THE CHARACTERS IN A LONG WALK TO WATER LINDA SUE PARK ARE CENTRAL TO CONVEYING THE BOOK’S THEMES AND
HISTORICAL CONTEXT. EACH CHARACTER REPRESENTS BROADER ISSUES FACED BY SUDANESE PEOPLE AND HIGHLIGHTS HUMAN
ENDURANCE.

SALVA DuT

SALVA DUT IS THE PROTAGONIST BASED ON A REAL INDIVIDUAL WHO SURVIVED THE HORRORS OF THE SUDANESE CIVIL WAR.
His CHARACTER EMBODIES COURAGE AND DETERMINATION AS HE NAVIGATES LIFE-THREATENING SITUATIONS AND DISPLACEMENT.
SALVA’S STORY IS ONE OF HOPE AND TRANSFORMATION, ILLUSTRATING HOW ONE INDIVIDUAL’S PERSEVERANCE CAN LEAD TO
POSITIVE CHANGE IN THE \WORLD.

Nya

NYA IS A FICTIONAL CHARACTER WHOSE DAILY ROUTINE REVOLVES AROUND THE ARDUOUS TASK OF FETCHING WATER FROM A
DISTANT POND. SHE SYMBOLIZES THE MILLIONS AFFECTED BY WATER SCARCITY IN DEVELOPING REGIONS. THROUGH NYA’s
EXPERIENCES, READERS GAIN INSIGHT INTO THE CHALLENGES OF BASIC SURVIVAL AND THE IMPORTANCE OF CLEAN WATER FOR
HEALTH AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT.

SuPPORTING CHARACTERS

THE NOVEL INCLUDES SEVERAL SUPPORTING CHARACTERS SUCH AS SALVA’S UNCLE, WHO SERVES AS A MENTOR AND
PROTECTOR, AND MEMBERS OF NYA’s FAMILY, WHO REFLECT THE SOCIAL DYNAMICS AND HARDSHIPS OF RURAL SUDANESE LIFE.
THESE CHARACTERS ENRICH THE NARRATIVE AND PROVIDE CONTEXT FOR THE PROTAGONISTS” JOURNEYS.

THEMES AND MESSAGES

LINDA SUE PARK’S A LONG WALK TO WATER LINDA SUE PARK CONVEYS MULTIPLE PROFOUND THEMES THAT RESONATE WITH
READERS OF ALL AGES. THE STORY’S MESSAGES EXTEND BEYOND INDIVIDUAL EXPERIENCES TO ADDRESS UNIVERSAL HUMAN
CONCERNS.

SURVIVAL AND RESILIENCE

THE THEME OF SURVIVAL IS PREVALENT THROUGHOUT THE NOVEL, AS BOTH SALVA AND NYA FACE EXTREME HARDSHIPS.
SALVA’S RESILIENCE IN THE FACE OF WAR AND DISPLACEMENT AND NYA’S DAILY STRUGGLE TO SECURE WATER ILLUSTRATE
HUMAN STRENGTH AND ADAPTABILITY.

HoPE AND TRANSFORMATION

THE NARRATIVE UNDERSCORES HOPE AS A DRIVING FORCE. SALVA’S EVENTUAL RETURN TO SUDAN AND HIS EFFORTS TO BUILD
WELLS DEMONSTRATE HOW HOPE CAN LEAD TO TRANSFORMATIVE ACTIONS THAT BENEFIT ENTIRE COMMUNITIES.



W ATER SCARCITY AND ITS IMPACT

THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE CRITICAL ISSUE OF WATER SCARCITY, EMPHASIZING ITS IMPACT ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. BY PRESENTING WATER ACCESS AS A CENTRAL CHALLENGE, THE NOVEL EDUCATES READERS ABOUT
GLOBAL WATER CRISES AND THE IMPORTANCE OF SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS.

\¥/ AR AND DISPLACEMENT

THROUGH SALVA’S STORY, THE NOVEL ADDRESSES THE CONSEQUENCES OF CIVIL WAR, INCLUDING DISPLACEMENT, LOSS, AND
THE STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL. |T OFFERS A HUMANIZED PERSPECTIVE ON CONFLICTS THAT HAVE AFFECTED MILLIONS
\¥ORLDW IDE.

AUTHOR BACKGROUND: LINDA SUE PARK

LINDA SUE PARK IS AN ACCLAIMED AUTHOR KNOWN FOR HER CONTRIBUTIONS TO CHILDREN’S AND YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE.
HErR WORK OFTEN EXPLORES CULTURAL THEMES AND HISTORICAL CONTEXTS WITH SENSITIVITY AND INSIGHT.

BioGrRAPHY AND WRITING CAREER

LINDA SUE PARK WAS BORN IN THE UNITED STATES AND HAS KOREAN HERITAGE. SHE HAS RECEIVED NUMEROUS AWARDS FOR
HER WRITING, INCLUDING THE NEWBERY MEDAL FOR HER NOVEL “A SINGLE SHARD.” PARK’S DEDICATION TO RESEARCH AND
STORYTELLING SHINES THROUGH IN A LONG WALK TO WATER LINDA SUE PARK, WHERE SHE COMBINES FACTUAL HISTORY WITH
ENGAGING NARRATIVE TECHNIQUES.

ReESEARCH AND INSPIRATION FOR THE NOVEL

PARK’S INSPIRATION FOR THE BOOK CAME FROM MEETING SALVA DUT AND LEARNING ABOUT HIS EXPERIENCES. SHE CONDUCTED
EXTENSIVE RESEARCH ON SUDAN’S HISTORY, CULTURE, AND \WATER ISSUES TO CREATE AN AUTHENTIC AND EDUCATIONAL
STORY. HER COLLABORATION WITH SALVA ADDED DEPTH AND ACCURACY TO THE PORTRAYAL OF HIS JOURNEY AND MISSION.

HisToricAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT

UNDERSTANDING THE SETTING OF A LONG WALK TO WATER LINDA SUE PARK REQUIRES KNOWLEDGE OF SUDAN’S TURBULENT
HISTORY AND CULTURAL LANDSCAPE DURING THE LATE 20TH AND EARLY 2 1ST CENTURIES.

THe SubANEese CiviL W AR

THE NOVEL IS SET AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF THE SECOND SUDANESE CIVIL W AR, WHICH LASTED FROM 1983 10 2005.
THIS CONFLICT CAUSED WIDESPREAD DISPLACEMENT AND SUFFERING, ESPECIALLY AMONG THE DINKA PEOPLE, TO WHICH SALVA
BELONGS. THE WAR’S IMPACT IS CENTRAL TO SALVA’S STORY AND THE HARDSHIPS HE ENDURES.



W ATER CRISIS IN SUDAN

W/ ATER SCARCITY HAS LONG BEEN A CRITICAL ISSUE IN SUDAN, PARTICULARLY IN RURAL REGIONS LIKE NYA’S VILLAGE. LIMITED
ACCESS TO CLEAN WATER AFFECTS HEALTH, AGRICULTURE, AND DAILY LIFE. THE NOVEL’S FOCUS ON WATER UNDERSCORES ITS
SIGNIFICANCE IN BOTH CULTURAL AND SURVIVAL CONTEXTS.

THe LosT Boys oF SubaN

SALVA DUT’S EXPERIENCE AS ONE OF THE LOST BOYS REFERS TO A GROUP OF THOUSANDS OF YOUNG BOYS DISPLACED BY THE
W AR WHO UNDERTOOK DANGEROUS JOURNEYS TO REFUGEE CAMPS. THIS HISTORICAL PHENOMENON HIGHLIGHTS THE HUMAN COST
OF CONFLICT AND THE RESILIENCE OF THOSE AFFECTED.

EDUCATIONAL IMPACT AND RECEPTION

A LONG WALK TO WATER LINDA SUE PARK HAS BEEN WIDELY ADOPTED IN EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS FOR ITS ABILITY TO TEACH
IMPORTANT SOCIAL STUDIES AND LITERACY SKILLS WHILE FOSTERING EMPATHY AND GLOBAL A\ ARENESS.

Use IN ScHooLs

THE NOVEL IS FREQUENTLY INCLUDED IN MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULA TO ADDRESS TOPICS SUCH AS AFRICAN HISTORY,
HUMAN RIGHTS, AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES. |TS ACCESSIBLE LANGUAGE AND COMPELLING NARRATIVE MAKE IT SUITABLE FOR
DIVERSE STUDENT POPULATIONS.

AwARDS AND CRITICAL ACCLAIM

THE BOOK HAS RECEIVED POSITIVE REVIEWS FOR ITS STORYTELLING AND EDUCATIONAL VALUE. |T HAS BEEN PRAISED FOR
RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT SUDANESE HISTORY AND WATER ISSUES AND FOR INSPIRING STUDENTS TO ENGAGE IN HUMANITARIAN
CAUSES.

IMPACT ON READERS

READERS OFTEN REPORT INCREASED UNDERSTANDING OF GLOBAL CHALLENGES AND INSPIRATION FROM SALVA’S STORY. THE
NOVEL ENCOURAGES DISCUSSIONS ABOUT RESILIENCE, THE IMPORTANCE OF WATER, AND THE POWER OF INDIVIDUAL ACTION TO
EFFECT CHANGE.

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

® | ESSON PLANS FOCUSED ON GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY
® DISCUSSION QUESTIONS ABOUT THEMES AND CHARACTERS

e ACTIVITIES RELATED TO WATER CONSERVATION AND GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP



®© MULTIMEDIA MATERIALS TO SUPPLEMENT LEARNING

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE MAIN THEME OF ‘A LoNG W ALK To WATER' BY LINDA SUE PARK?

THE MAIN THEME OF ‘A LoNG W ALK TO WATER' IS SURVIVAL AND HOPE IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY, AS IT FOLLOWS TWO
CHARACTERS OVERCOMING CHALLENGES RELATED TO WAR AND SCARCITY OF WATER.

\W/HO ARE THE TWO MAIN CHARACTERS IN ‘A LONG W ALK TO WATER'?

THE TWO MAIN CHARACTERS ARE SALVA, A YOUNG BOY WHO BECOMES ONE OF THE LOST Bovys oF SubAN, AND NYA, A GIRL
WHO SPENDS HER DAYS FETCHING WATER FOR HER FAMILY.

How poEes LINDA SUE PARK STRUCTURE THE NARRATIVE IN ‘A LoNG W ALK TO
W ATER'?

LINDA SUE PARK USES ALTERNATING CHAPTERS TO TELL THE PARALLEL STORIES OF SALVA AND NYA, WHICH EVENTUALLY
INTERSECT TO HIGHLIGHT THE IMPACT OF CLEAN WATER ACCESS.

W/HAT HISTORICAL EVENT DOES ‘A LoNG WALK TO WATER' DEPICT?

"A LoNG W ALK TO W ATER' DEPICTS THE SECOND SUDANESE CIVIL W/ AR AND ITS EFFECTS ON THE PEOPLE, PARTICULARLY
FOCUSING ON DISPLACEMENT AND THE STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF WATER IN ‘A Long WALk TO WATER'?

W/ ATER SYMBOLIZES LIFE, HOPE, AND CHANGE IN THE NOVEL, HIGHLIGHTING THE CHALLENGES OF ACCESSING CLEAN WATER IN
SUDAN AND THE POSITIVE IMPACT OF SOLUTIONS LIKE WELLS.

How poes SALVA’S STORY IN ‘A LONG WALk TO WATER' INSPIRE READERS?

SALVA’S STORY SHOWS RESILIENCE AND DETERMINATION, AS HE OVERCOMES HARDSHIP TO HELP BRING CLEAN WATER TO HIS
COMMUNITY, INSPIRING READERS TO PERSEVERE AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. OUT oF THE DUST BY KAREN HESSE

THIS NOVEL IS SET DURING THE DUST BOWL ERA AND FOLLOWS THE LIFE OF BILLIE JO, A YOUNG GIRL STRUGGLING TO SURVIVE
AMIDST HARSH ENVIRONMENTAL AND PERSONAL CHALLENGES. LIkE ¥ A LoNG W ALK TO WATER¥, IT EXPLORES THEMES OF
RESILIENCE AND HOPE IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY. THE STORY IS TOLD THROUGH FREE-VERSE POEMS, PROVIDING A UNIQUE AND
EMOTIONAL PERSPECTIVE ON HARDSHIP.

2. SoLp By PATrICIA McCorMick

*¥SoLD¥ TELLS THE HARROWING STORY OF LAKSHMI, A YOUNG GIRL FROM NEPAL WHO IS SOLD INTO HUMAN TRAFFICKING. THE
BOOK SHEDS LIGHT ON REAL-WORLD STRUGGLES SIMILAR TO THOSE IN ¥ A LoNG W ALK TO WATER¥, FOCUSING ON SURVIVAL,
COURAGE, AND THE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM. |T OFFERS A POIGNANT LOOK AT THE IMPACT OF POVERTY AND EXPLOITATION ON
YOUNG LIVES.

3. INsipE OUT AND BACK AGAIN BY THANHHA LA/



THIS NOVEL-IN-VERSE CHRONICLES A YOUNG GIRL’S JOURNEY FROM WAR-TORN VIETNAM TO AMERICA DURING THE VIETNAM
\W AR. IT SHARES THEMES OF DISPLACEMENT, ADAPTATION, AND HOPE, MUCH LIKE *A LoNG WALk To WATER®. THE
NARRATIVE CAPTURES THE CHALLENGES OF STARTING OVER IN A NEW COUNTRY AND CULTURE.

4. CHAINS BY LAURIE HALSE ANDERSON

SET DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY W/ AR, THIS HISTORICAL NOVEL FOLLOWS ISABEL, AN ENSLAVED GIRL FIGHTING FOR
HER FREEDOM. THE BOOK DELVES INTO THEMES OF COURAGE, ENDURANCE, AND THE QUEST FOR LIBERTY, PARALLELING THE
STRUGGLES FACED BY CHARACTERS IN ¥ A LoNG W ALK To WATER®. [T PROVIDES A POWERFUL LOOK AT OPPRESSION AND
RESISTANCE.

5. EsPerANZA RISING BY PAM MUP] oz RyAn

THIS UPLIFTING STORY FOLLOWS ESPERANZA, A YOUNG GIRL WHO MUST REBUILD HER LIFE AFTER LOSING HER PRIVILEGED
STATUS IN MEXICO DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSION. LIKE ¥ A LoNG W ALK To WATER¥, IT HIGHLIGHTS THEMES OF
PERSEVERANCE AND HOPE AMIDST HARDSHIP. THE BOOK EXPLORES THE IMMIGRANT EXPERIENCE AND THE POWER OF FAMILY.

6. RerUGEE BY ALAN GRATZ

THIS NOVEL INTERTWINES THE STORIES OF THREE YOUNG REFUGEES FROM DIFFERENT TIME PERIODS AND PARTS OF THE WORLD,
EACH FLEEING DANGEROUS CIRCUMSTANCES. |T MIRRORS THE THEMES OF SURVIVAL, DISPLACEMENT, AND RESILIENCE FOUND IN ¥ A
Long WALk To WATER®. THE BOOK OFFERS A BROAD PERSPECTIVE ON THE REFUGEE EXPERIENCE.

7. THE BREADWINNER BY DEBORAH ELLIS

SET IN TALIBAN-CONTROLLED AFGHANISTAN, THIS NOVEL TELLS THE STORY OF PARVANA, A GIRL WHO DISGUISES HERSELF AS
A BOY TO SUPPORT HER FAMILY. |T SHARES THEMES OF COURAGE AND SURVIVAL UNDER OPPRESSIVE CONDITIONS, RESONATING
WITH THE STRUGGLES DEPICTED IN ¥ A LoNG W ALK To WATER®. THE STORY HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPACT OF WAR ON CHILDREN
AND FAMILIES.

8. Hippen Ficures (YounG Reapers’ EpiTION) BY MARGOT LEE SHETTERLY

THIS ADAPTATION TELLS THE INSPIRING TRUE STORY OF AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMEN MATHEMATICIANS WHO WORKED AT NASA
DURING THE SPACE RACE. WHILE DIFFERENT IN SETTING, IT CONNECTS TO ¥ A LoNG WALk TO W ATER* THROUGH THEMES OF
OVERCOMING BARRIERS AND MAKING A DIFFERENCE. | HE BOOK ENCOURAGES PERSEVERANCE AND BREAKING STEREOTYPES.

9. NIGHTJOHN BY GARY PAULSEN

THIS HISTORICAL NOVEL FOLLOWS AN ENSLAVED BOY NAMED SARNY WHO LEARNS TO READ AND WRITE SECRETLY. THE STORY
EXPLORES THEMES OF EDUCATION, HOPE, AND RESISTANCE SIMILAR TO THOSE IN ¥ A LoNG W ALK TO WATER¥. |T HIGHLIGHTS
THE POWER OF KNOWLEDGE AS A TOOL FOR FREEDOM AND CHANGE.
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