
a history of what comes next

A history of what comes next is a concept that intrigues scholars, futurists,
and laypeople alike. It reflects humanity's relentless pursuit of progress,
innovation, and the unknown. From the earliest days of civilization to our
current era of rapid technological advancement, the question “What comes
next?” has driven exploration, inspired creativity, and shaped the trajectory
of human development. This article delves into significant milestones in
history that reveal our collective curiosity about the future and examines
how past predictions have informed our understanding of what may lie ahead.

Early Predictions and Philosophical Musings

Throughout history, humans have pondered the future, often intertwining these
contemplations with philosophical and religious beliefs. Ancient
civilizations made predictions through various means, including astrology,
oracles, and prophetic texts.

Astrology and Divination

1. Babylonian Astrology: As early as the second millennium BCE, the
Babylonians developed a complex system of astrology that sought to predict
future events based on celestial movements. Their interpretations of the
stars influenced agricultural cycles and political decisions.

2. Oracle of Delphi: In ancient Greece, the Oracle of Delphi served as a
significant prophetic source. Individuals and city-states consulted the
Pythia, the priestess, who delivered cryptic messages believed to reveal the
future.

Religious Texts and Prophecies

Many religious traditions have included prophecies about the future:

- Biblical Prophecies: The Book of Revelation in the New Testament offers a
vivid vision of the end times, influencing Christian eschatology and the way
followers perceive history and future events.
- Hindu Cosmology: In Hinduism, the concept of Yugas (ages) outlines a
cyclical view of time, suggesting that humanity undergoes repeated cycles of
creation and destruction.

The Age of Enlightenment and Scientific Inquiry

The Enlightenment period marked a significant shift in humanity's approach to
the future. Rational thought, scientific inquiry, and empirical evidence
began to dominate over superstition and religious dogma.



Technological Innovations

The Industrial Revolution was a turning point that fundamentally changed how
people envisioned the future. Key innovations included:

- Steam Engine: Revolutionized transportation and manufacturing processes.
- Telegraph: Transformed communication, allowing for instantaneous exchange
of information.
- Electricity: Paved the way for countless inventions, fundamentally altering
daily life.

Philosophical Perspectives

Enlightenment thinkers, such as Voltaire and Rousseau, speculated about
social progress and the potential for human improvement. Their ideas laid the
groundwork for movements that would shape modern society, including democracy
and individual rights.

20th Century—A Leap into the Future

The 20th century exploded with technological advancements and cultural shifts
that propelled society toward an uncertain future.

Space Exploration

The mid-20th century marked humanity's first steps beyond Earth:

- Sputnik 1 (1957): The Soviet Union launched the first artificial satellite,
igniting the space race.
- Moon Landing (1969): Apollo 11 marked a monumental achievement, as humans
set foot on the Moon, expanding the horizon of what was possible.

Futurism and Social Change

Futurism as a movement emerged, emphasizing speed, technology, and the
dynamic nature of society. This period also saw significant social changes,
including:

- Civil Rights Movement: Advocated for equality, fundamentally altering
societal structures and expectations.
- Women's Liberation Movement: Challenged traditional gender roles, leading
to ongoing discussions about gender equality and empowerment.

Late 20th Century to Early 21st Century—The
Digital Revolution

The advent of computers and the internet transformed how we think about the



future. The digital revolution has had profound implications for
communication, information sharing, and the economy.

Emergence of the Internet

- World Wide Web (1991): Tim Berners-Lee's creation of the World Wide Web
revolutionized how information is accessed and shared.
- Social Media: Platforms like Facebook and Twitter have reshaped human
interaction and community building.

Impact on Economy and Work

The digital age has changed the nature of work, leading to:

- Gig Economy: Flexible work arrangements have emerged, allowing individuals
to seek short-term employment through platforms like Uber and Fiverr.
- Remote Work: The COVID-19 pandemic accelerated the transition to remote
work, prompting companies to rethink workplace dynamics.

Contemplating the Future—Current Trends and
Predictions

As we navigate the complexities of modern life, the question of what comes
next remains pertinent. Several significant trends are shaping our collective
future.

Artificial Intelligence and Automation

The rise of AI is one of the most transformative trends impacting various
sectors:

- Job Displacement: Automation threatens traditional jobs, prompting
discussions about universal basic income and reskilling.
- Ethical Considerations: As AI systems become more integrated into daily
life, ethical dilemmas surrounding privacy, bias, and accountability arise.

Climate Change and Sustainability

The existential threat of climate change compels society to reconsider its
trajectory:

- Renewable Energy: A shift towards sustainable energy sources like solar and
wind power is critical.
- Circular Economy: Emphasizing recycling and waste reduction aims to create
sustainable production and consumption patterns.



Conclusion—Embracing Uncertainty

The history of what comes next is a tapestry woven with threads of curiosity,
innovation, and existential reflection. From ancient prophecies to modern
technological revolutions, the human desire to foresee and shape the future
has been a constant driving force. As we stand on the precipice of new
advancements, including artificial intelligence, biotechnology, and
sustainable practices, the lessons of the past become invaluable.

By understanding how previous generations approached the future, we can
better navigate the complexities of our own time. Embracing uncertainty,
while equipping ourselves with knowledge and adaptability, will empower us to
confront the challenges that lie ahead. The history of what comes next
teaches us that while the future may be unknown, our collective actions today
will significantly influence the world of tomorrow.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'A History of What Comes Next' explore
thematically?

The book explores themes of fate, history, and the cyclical nature of human
events, focusing on how past decisions shape future outcomes.

Who is the author of 'A History of What Comes Next'?

The author is Sylvain Neuvel, known for his work in science fiction and
speculative fiction.

What is the primary setting of 'A History of What
Comes Next'?

The story is primarily set in the mid-20th century, during the Cold War era,
intertwining historical events with fictional narratives.

How does the narrative structure of 'A History of
What Comes Next' differ from traditional
storytelling?

The narrative often shifts between different timelines and perspectives,
creating a complex tapestry of interconnected events.

What role do the characters play in the overarching
message of the book?

The characters represent various aspects of humanity's struggle against
predetermined outcomes, highlighting personal agency versus historical
inevitability.



Is 'A History of What Comes Next' part of a series,
and if so, what is its connection to other works?

Yes, it is the first book in a planned series that will further explore the
themes and characters introduced in this installment.

What are some key historical events referenced in 'A
History of What Comes Next'?

The book references events such as the space race, significant political
movements, and technological advancements during the Cold War.

How does the author use science fiction elements in
'A History of What Comes Next'?

Neuvel incorporates advanced technology and speculative concepts to challenge
the reader's perception of historical events and their implications for the
future.

What audience is 'A History of What Comes Next' aimed
at?

The book is aimed at readers who enjoy speculative fiction, historical
narratives, and those interested in the philosophical implications of
history.

What critical reception has 'A History of What Comes
Next' received?

The book has been well-received for its thought-provoking narrative and
intricate storytelling, appealing to both science fiction enthusiasts and
general readers.
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