
aapc coc exam model questions

AAPC COC Exam Model Questions play a crucial role in preparing candidates for the Certified Outpatient
Coder (COC) examination. The COC certification, offered by the American Academy of Professional Coders
(AAPC), is essential for individuals seeking to excel in the field of outpatient coding. This article will
explore various aspects of the AAPC COC exam, including its structure, essential topics, and some model
questions that can help candidates prepare effectively.

Understanding the AAPC COC Exam

The AAPC COC certification focuses on coding for outpatient services, which is vital in the healthcare
industry. This certification demonstrates that a coder is skilled in the principles of outpatient coding, which
includes understanding medical terminology, anatomy, and coding guidelines.

Exam Structure

The COC exam consists of:

- Length: The exam contains 150 multiple-choice questions.
- Duration: Candidates have 5 hours and 40 minutes to complete the exam.
- Scoring: A passing score is typically around 70% or higher, depending on the specific requirements set by
AAPC.

Key Topics Covered in the COC Exam

The AAPC COC exam assesses knowledge in several key areas, which include:

1. Medical Terminology: Understanding the language of medicine is crucial. Coders must be familiar with
terms related to diagnoses, procedures, and anatomy.
2. Anatomy and Physiology: Knowledge of human anatomy and physiology is essential for accurate coding.
3. Coding Guidelines: Familiarity with the various coding systems, including ICD-10-CM, CPT, and HCPCS
Level II, is necessary.
4. Compliance and Regulations: Understanding the legal and ethical considerations in coding and billing.
5. Reimbursement Methodologies: Knowledge of how services are reimbursed, including Medicare and
Medicaid guidelines.



Model Questions for COC Exam Preparation

Practicing with model questions is one of the best ways to prepare for the AAPC COC exam. Below are
some model questions categorized by topic.

Medical Terminology

1. Which of the following terms refers to inflammation of the liver?
- A) Hepatitis
- B) Nephritis
- C) Gastritis
- D) Colitis

Answer: A) Hepatitis

2. What is the medical term for high blood pressure?
- A) Hypotension
- B) Hypertension
- C) Hyperlipidemia
- D) Bradycardia

Answer: B) Hypertension

Anatomy and Physiology

1. Which organ is responsible for detoxifying chemicals and metabolizing drugs?
- A) Kidney
- B) Liver
- C) Pancreas
- D) Spleen

Answer: B) Liver

2. The heart is divided into how many chambers?
- A) Two
- B) Three
- C) Four
- D) Five



Answer: C) Four

Coding Guidelines

1. Which code should be used for a routine preventive examination?
- A) Z00.00
- B) Z12.11
- C) Z34.00
- D) Z51.81

Answer: A) Z00.00

2. What is the correct procedure code for a laparoscopic cholecystectomy?
- A) 47562
- B) 49320
- C) 47563
- D) 48100

Answer: A) 47562

Compliance and Regulations

1. What is the primary purpose of the HIPAA regulation?
- A) To ensure proper coding
- B) To protect patient privacy
- C) To manage healthcare costs
- D) To standardize billing practices

Answer: B) To protect patient privacy

2. Which of the following is considered a violation of HIPAA?
- A) Disclosing patient information without consent
- B) Using a patient's information for treatment
- C) Sharing information with authorized personnel
- D) Keeping health records secure

Answer: A) Disclosing patient information without consent



Reimbursement Methodologies

1. Which of the following is a common reimbursement model for outpatient services?
- A) Capitation
- B) Fee-for-service
- C) Per diem
- D) All of the above

Answer: D) All of the above

2. What does the term "bundled payments" refer to?
- A) Payments for individual services
- B) A single payment covering multiple services
- C) Payments based on diagnosis
- D) Payments for preventive care only

Answer: B) A single payment covering multiple services

Study Tips for the AAPC COC Exam

To maximize your chances of passing the AAPC COC exam, consider the following study tips:

- Utilize Official AAPC Resources: Make use of the official study guides, webinars, and training sessions
offered by AAPC.
- Practice with Sample Questions: Regularly practice with sample questions to familiarize yourself with the
exam format.
- Join Study Groups: Collaborate with peers through study groups to share knowledge and resources.
- Create a Study Schedule: Develop a study plan that allocates time for each topic covered in the exam.
- Stay Updated: Keep abreast of any changes to coding guidelines and regulations.

Conclusion

Preparing for the AAPC COC exam can be a challenging yet rewarding endeavor. By understanding the
exam structure, familiarizing yourself with key topics, and practicing with model questions, you will be
better equipped to succeed on test day. Focus on your study techniques, and don't hesitate to utilize the
resources available through AAPC to enhance your preparation. With diligence and the right approach,
you can achieve your goal of becoming a certified outpatient coder.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key topics covered in the AAPC COC exam model
questions?
The key topics include coding guidelines, compliance, and reimbursement, along with specific coding for
outpatient settings, including evaluation and management coding, surgical procedures, and healthcare
regulations.

How can I effectively prepare for the AAPC COC exam using model
questions?
To prepare effectively, review the official AAPC COC study guides, take practice exams, and utilize model
questions to familiarize yourself with the exam format and types of questions you will encounter.

Are there any recommended resources for finding AAPC COC exam
model questions?
Yes, recommended resources include the AAPC website, study guides specifically for the COC exam,
online forums, and various coding books that provide practice questions.

What format do the AAPC COC exam model questions typically follow?
The model questions typically follow a multiple-choice format, featuring scenarios that test your coding
knowledge, application of coding guidelines, and understanding of healthcare regulations.

How important is it to practice with AAPC COC exam model questions
before the actual exam?
Practicing with model questions is crucial as it helps reinforce your knowledge, improves your test-taking
skills, and builds confidence in applying coding concepts in real exam situations.
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