a raisin in the sun anticipation guide
answers

A Raisin in the Sun Anticipation Guide Answers play a significant role in
preparing students and readers to engage with Lorraine Hansberry's seminal
work. The anticipation guide serves as a tool for fostering critical thinking
and personal connections to the text. In this article, we will explore the
themes, characters, and questions posed in the anticipation guide, providing
answers that will enhance understanding and encourage deeper analysis of the

play.

Understanding the Anticipation Guide

An anticipation guide is a set of statements or questions designed to provoke
thought and discussion before reading a text. In the context of "A Raisin in
the Sun," the anticipation guide typically includes statements related to the
themes of dreams, identity, and social justice. This guide encourages readers
to reflect on their beliefs and experiences, setting the stage for a more
meaningful engagement with the play.

Key Themes in A Raisin in the Sun

1. The American Dream: The pursuit of the American Dream is central to the
play. Each character has their vision of success and fulfillment, but
societal barriers complicate their aspirations.

2. Racial Identity and Discrimination: The play highlights the struggles of
African Americans in mid-20th century America, addressing issues of systemic
racism and the quest for identity.

3. Family Dynamics and Sacrifice: The importance of family is a persistent
theme, showcasing how individual aspirations can conflict with familial
responsibilities.

4. Gender Roles: The play also explores the expectations placed on women,
particularly through the character of Beneatha, who challenges traditional
gender norms.

5. Hope and Resilience: Despite numerous obstacles, the characters exhibit
resilience and hope for a better future, emphasizing the power of dreams.



Sample Anticipation Guide Statements and
Answers

The anticipation guide typically includes statements that prompt agreement or
disagreement. Below are common statements along with suggested answers and
explanations.

1. "Everyone has the right to pursue their dreams."

Answer: Agree.

Explanation: This statement aligns with the central theme of "A Raisin in the
Sun." The characters each have unique dreams, reflecting their desires for a
better life. However, the play illustrates how systemic barriers often hinder
these pursuits, particularly for marginalized individuals.

2. "Money is the key to happiness."

Answer: Disagree.

Explanation: While financial stability is portrayed as a means to achieve
certain aspirations, the play suggests that true happiness comes from family,
love, and personal fulfillment. Characters like Mama emphasize that wealth is
not the sole measure of success.

3. "Family should come before personal ambitions."

Answer: Agree.

Explanation: The tensions between personal ambitions and family obligations
are prevalent in the play. Walter Lee Younger’s desire for financial success
often clashes with his family's needs and values. Ultimately, the play
advocates for a balance between personal dreams and familial
responsibilities.

4. "Racial discrimination is a thing of the past."

Answer: Disagree.

Explanation: The play is set against the backdrop of segregation and racial
discrimination, illustrating that these issues are still relevant. The
Younger family faces prejudice when they attempt to move into a predominantly



white neighborhood, highlighting ongoing societal challenges.

5. "It is acceptable to sacrifice one's dreams for
the sake of others.™

Answer: It depends on the situation.

Explanation: This statement invites nuanced discussion. Characters like
Beneatha and Mama sacrifice for the sake of family, indicating the
complexities of such decisions. The play portrays the tension between
personal aspirations and familial loyalty, suggesting that sacrifices can be
both noble and burdensome.

Character Analysis in A Raisin in the Sun

Understanding the characters is essential to grasping the themes and messages
within "A Raisin in the Sun." Here are key characters and their roles:

Mama (Lena Younger)

- Represents the matriarchal figure of the family.

- Dreams of owning a house with a garden, symbolizing stability and
fulfillment.

- Embodies traditional values and the importance of family heritage.

Walter Lee Younger

- The protagonist who struggles with his role as a provider.

- Dreams of financial success and owning a liquor store, representing the
quest for identity and purpose.

- His journey reflects the tension between ambition and familial duties.

Beneatha Younger

- Walter's sister who seeks her identity and purpose.
- Aspires to become a doctor, challenging gender norms and expectations.
- Represents the younger generation's desire for change and self-discovery.



