
aapc crc exam questions
AAPC CRC Exam Questions are a crucial component of preparing for the Certified Risk
Adjustment Coder (CRC) examination offered by the American Academy of Professional Coders
(AAPC). This exam is designed for individuals aiming to demonstrate their expertise in risk
adjustment coding, which is essential for the accurate documentation and coding of patient
diagnoses. Understanding the structure and content of the CRC exam questions can significantly
enhance a candidate’s chances of success. This article will explore the types of questions that may
appear on the CRC exam, study strategies, key topics covered, and resources for further
preparation.

Understanding the AAPC CRC Exam Structure

The AAPC CRC exam consists of 75 multiple-choice questions, which must be completed within a
three-hour time frame. The exam tests candidates on various topics related to risk adjustment
coding, including coding guidelines, compliance, and the application of coding principles in practical
scenarios.

Exam Format

- Number of Questions: 75
- Time Limit: 3 hours
- Question Format: Multiple choice
- Passing Score: Candidates must score at least 70% to pass.

The questions are designed to assess both theoretical knowledge and practical application, requiring
candidates to navigate through scenarios that mimic real-world coding situations.

Types of AAPC CRC Exam Questions

Understanding the types of questions that may appear on the CRC exam is essential for effective
preparation. Below are some common formats and examples.

1. Knowledge-Based Questions

These questions assess the candidate's understanding of coding guidelines, regulations, and
concepts. For example:

- What is the purpose of the Hierarchical Condition Category (HCC) model?
- Which ICD-10-CM codes are considered risk-adjustable?



2. Scenario-Based Questions

Scenario questions present a clinical situation that requires the candidate to apply their knowledge
to determine the correct coding. For example:

- A patient with a history of heart failure presents with shortness of breath. Based on the ICD-10-CM
guidelines, which code(s) should be reported?

Candidates must analyze the scenario, consider relevant codes, and apply coding conventions
accurately.

3. Coding Guidelines Application

These questions require candidates to apply specific coding guidelines and rules to hypothetical
situations. For example:

- Under what circumstances can a coder use unspecified codes according to the ICD-10-CM
guidelines?

Candidates must be familiar with the guidelines set forth by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services (CMS) and the American Medical Association (AMA).

4. Compliance and Ethical Questions

These questions evaluate a candidate’s understanding of ethical coding practices and compliance
requirements. For example:

- What is the importance of accurate coding in the context of compliance with Medicare regulations?

Understanding compliance and ethical considerations is vital for all coding professionals,
particularly in risk adjustment coding.

Key Topics Covered in the AAPC CRC Exam

To adequately prepare for the CRC exam, candidates should study a variety of topics that are
integral to risk adjustment coding. Below is a list of key areas to focus on:

1. ICD-10-CM Coding

- Understanding the structure of the ICD-10-CM code set
- Knowledge of coding conventions and guidelines
- Familiarity with risk-adjustable diagnoses and their corresponding codes



2. Hierarchical Condition Categories (HCC)

- Overview of the HCC model and its importance
- Understanding how HCC codes impact reimbursement and patient care
- Familiarity with the categories of conditions included in the HCC model

3. Risk Adjustment Methodologies

- Overview of risk adjustment models used by CMS
- Understanding the purpose and function of risk adjustment in various settings

4. Compliance and Ethical Coding Practices

- Knowledge of federal regulations and guidelines related to coding
- Understanding the implications of coding audits and reviews
- Familiarity with the role of coding in healthcare reimbursement

5. Clinical Documentation Improvement (CDI)

- Importance of accurate clinical documentation for coding
- Strategies for improving documentation to support coding accuracy

Effective Study Strategies for the CRC Exam

To increase the likelihood of passing the CRC exam, candidates should adopt a strategic approach to
their study efforts. Here are several effective strategies:

1. Utilize AAPC Resources

- Enroll in AAPC’s CRC exam preparation courses.
- Access official AAPC study guides and materials.
- Take advantage of online practice exams offered by AAPC.

2. Create a Study Schedule

- Develop a timeline leading up to the exam date.
- Allocate specific time blocks for each topic area.
- Set milestones to track progress and stay motivated.



3. Join Study Groups

- Collaborate with peers who are also preparing for the exam.
- Discuss challenging topics and share resources.
- Engage in group study sessions to reinforce knowledge.

4. Practice with Sample Questions

- Use practice exams to familiarize yourself with the question format.
- Review answers and rationales to understand mistakes.
- Time yourself to simulate exam conditions.

5. Review Past Exam Questions

- Identify recurring themes and topics from previous CRC exams.
- Understand the rationale behind correct answers to gain insight into the exam's focus.

Resources for CRC Exam Preparation

Numerous resources are available to assist candidates in their preparation for the AAPC CRC exam.
Below are some recommended materials:

1. AAPC Official Resources

- AAPC’s CRC Study Guide
- CRC Exam Review Course

2. Online Learning Platforms

- Websites that offer coding tutorials and practice exams
- Online forums for discussion and support

3. Books and Manuals

- ICD-10-CM coding manuals
- Risk adjustment coding reference materials



4. Flashcards and Study Apps

- Utilize flashcard applications to reinforce key concepts and codes.
- Download study apps that provide practice questions and quizzes.

Conclusion

Preparing for the AAPC CRC exam requires a thorough understanding of coding principles,
compliance, and risk adjustment methodologies. By familiarizing yourself with the types of questions
on the exam, focusing on key topics, and employing effective study strategies, you can enhance your
chances of success. Utilize available resources and practice diligently to ensure you are well-
prepared for this important certification. Achieving certification as a Certified Risk Adjustment
Coder can significantly advance your career in the healthcare coding field, opening doors to new
opportunities and professional growth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the focus of the AAPC CRC exam?
The AAPC CRC exam focuses on testing the knowledge and skills required for a Certified Risk
Adjustment Coder, including coding guidelines, risk adjustment models, and compliance regulations.

How many questions are on the AAPC CRC exam?
The AAPC CRC exam consists of 75 multiple-choice questions.

What is the time limit for completing the AAPC CRC exam?
Candidates are given 5 hours to complete the AAPC CRC exam.

What type of questions can I expect on the AAPC CRC exam?
The exam includes questions on coding guidelines, medical terminology, risk adjustment, and the
use of ICD-10-CM codes in risk adjustment coding.

What is the passing score for the AAPC CRC exam?
The passing score for the AAPC CRC exam is typically around 70%, though this can vary.

How should I prepare for the AAPC CRC exam?
Preparing for the AAPC CRC exam can include studying AAPC’s CRC study guide, taking practice
exams, attending review courses, and gaining practical coding experience.



Is there a renewal requirement for the CRC certification?
Yes, to maintain the CRC certification, coders must complete 36 continuing education units (CEUs)
every two years.
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