ace combat 7 s rank guide

ace combat 7 s rank guide is an essential resource for players aiming to achieve the highest
performance rating in this acclaimed flight simulation game. Attaining an S rank in Ace Combat 7
requires mastery over various gameplay elements including mission completion time, accuracy,
damage avoidance, and effective use of aircraft capabilities. This comprehensive guide will provide
detailed strategies, tips, and techniques to optimize your playthrough and consistently secure S ranks
on all missions. From selecting the best aircraft and loadouts to mastering combat tactics and
understanding mission-specific challenges, this article covers everything necessary for top-tier
performance. Whether you are a newcomer or an experienced pilot looking to improve your scores,
this guide offers actionable advice to enhance your skills and maximize your in-game results. Following
this guide will not only help you unlock achievements but also elevate your overall gameplay

experience in Ace Combat 7.

Understanding the S Rank Criteria

¢ Optimizing Aircraft and Loadouts

Mastering Combat Tactics

Mission-Specific Strategies

¢ Advanced Tips for Consistent S Ranks

Understanding the S Rank Criteria

Achieving an S rank in Ace Combat 7 is contingent on meeting specific performance benchmarks that



evaluate your efficiency, precision, and survivability during missions. The game calculates rank based
on several factors including mission completion time, damage sustained, accuracy, and the number of
enemy units destroyed. Understanding these criteria is fundamental to tailoring your approach for the

highest rank.

Performance Metrics Breakdown

The primary metrics that influence your rank include:

* Time: Completing the mission as quickly as possible significantly boosts your score.

e Damage Taken: Minimizing damage to your aircraft is crucial; the less damage, the higher your

rank.
e Accuracy: Maintaining high accuracy by hitting enemy targets efficiently improves your rating.

¢ Enemy Kills: Destroying a large number of enemy units contributes positively, but efficiency

matters more than sheer volume.

* Mission Objectives: Completing all primary and secondary objectives flawlessly is vital for the S

rank.

By consistently optimizing these metrics, players can maximize their mission scores and secure the

coveted S rank.

Optimizing Aircraft and Loadouts

Choosing the right aircraft and configuring the optimal loadout are critical steps in achieving S ranks.

Each aircraft in Ace Combat 7 has unique strengths and weaknesses, so selecting one that aligns with



the mission requirements and personal playstyle enhances performance.

Selecting the Best Aircraft

When aiming for S rank, prioritize aircraft that offer a balance of speed, maneuverability, and
firepower. Fighters with high agility allow for quick evasive maneuvers, reducing damage taken, while

those with stronger weapon systems enable faster enemy elimination.

Loadout Configuration

Customizing your weapons and equipment loadout influences your combat effectiveness. Consider the

following tips:

Missiles: Equip a mix of heat-seeking and radar-guided missiles to handle various enemy types.

Guns: Select guns with high rate of fire and accuracy to increase hit probability.

Special Weapons: Utilize special weapons like laser or gun pods for specific mission scenarios

requiring rapid destruction.

Support Items: Equip countermeasures such as flares and chaff to reduce damage from enemy

missiles.

Adjusting your loadout to match mission objectives and enemy composition is essential for efficient

performance and achieving S rank.



Mastering Combat Tactics

Superior combat tactics distinguish top-ranked pilots in Ace Combat 7. Implementing advanced flying

and combat techniques reduces damage taken and ensures rapid elimination of threats.

Effective Dogfighting Techniques

Engaging enemy fighters effectively requires mastery of dogfighting maneuvers such as barrel rolls,
split-S, and high-G turns. These maneuvers help evade enemy fire and position yourself
advantageously for attacks. Maintaining energy and situational awareness is also crucial to

outmaneuver opponents.

Target Prioritization

Efficiently selecting targets impacts mission times and survivability. Prioritize threats based on danger

level and mission objectives:

¢ First eliminate missile-armed enemies that pose an immediate threat.
¢ Focus on enemy bombers or high-value targets that could jeopardize mission success.

¢ Clear flak cannons and anti-aircraft installations swiftly to reduce incoming damage.

Proper target management accelerates mission completion and minimizes exposure to damage.

Mission-Specific Strategies

Each mission in Ace Combat 7 presents unique challenges that require tailored strategies for optimal

rank achievement. Understanding mission layouts, enemy placements, and objectives helps in crafting



effective approaches.

Reconnaissance and Planning

Before engaging in missions, review mission briefings and analyze potential enemy patterns. Planning
flight paths that avoid heavy anti-aircraft zones or utilizing terrain for cover can reduce damage taken.

Familiarity with mission maps enables better anticipation of enemy movements.

Utilizing Secondary Objectives

Many missions feature secondary objectives that, when completed, contribute to higher scores and
rankings. Prioritize these tasks without compromising primary mission goals. Efficiently balancing main

and secondary objectives enhances your chances of securing an S rank.

Advanced Tips for Consistent S Ranks

Beyond basic strategies, applying advanced tips increases consistency in achieving S ranks

throughout the game. These techniques refine gameplay precision and tactical execution.

Practice and Replay Missions

Regularly replaying missions allows players to memorize enemy patterns and refine approaches. Each
attempt provides opportunities to improve time, accuracy, and damage avoidance. Practice is essential

to mastering complex mission scenarios.

Utilize Assist Settings Wisely

While Ace Combat 7 offers assist options such as auto-lock and flight assistance, disabling these can



lead to better control and improved scores for experienced players. However, for newcomers, gradual

reduction of assists can aid skill development without compromising initial performance.

Maintain Situational Awareness

Effective use of the in-game radar, HUD, and visual cues ensures awareness of enemy positions and
incoming threats. Staying alert minimizes surprise attacks and helps in executing timely evasive

maneuvers.

Manage Aircraft Speed and Altitude

Balancing speed and altitude according to mission demands optimizes maneuverability and weapon
effectiveness. High speed can reduce vulnerability but may hinder precise targeting, while altitude

adjustments can help avoid ground fire and improve tactical positioning.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an S Rank in Ace Combat 79

An S Rank in Ace Combat 7 is the highest mission rank achievable, awarded for completing a mission

with exceptional performance based on time, accuracy, damage taken, and objectives completed.

How can | achieve an S Rank in Ace Combat 7 missions?

To achieve an S Rank, focus on completing all mission objectives quickly, minimizing damage taken,

maximizing accuracy, and destroying optional targets or enemies when possible.

Are there specific weapons recommended for obtaining an S Rank?

Using high-damage and accurate weapons like the Vulcan cannon, guided missiles, and laser



weapons can help efficiently eliminate enemies and complete objectives faster, improving chances for
an S Rank.

Does playing on a lower difficulty affect getting an S Rank?

Yes, playing on easier difficulties can make achieving an S Rank simpler, but the scoring criteria
remain consistent, so performance quality is still key.

What role does mission time play in getting an S Rank?

Completing missions quickly is crucial since faster completion times significantly boost your score,
which is essential for earning an S Rank.

How important is avoiding damage to achieve an S Rank?

Minimizing damage to your aircraft is very important since taking less damage increases your mission

score and helps secure an S Rank.

Are there any specific mission tips for S Ranking in Ace Combat 79

Yes, learn enemy patterns, prioritize high-value targets, use terrain for cover, and plan your attack

route to complete objectives efficiently and minimize damage.

Can multiplayer performance affect my S Rank in Ace Combat 729

No, S Ranks are only awarded in single-player missions; multiplayer modes have separate ranking
systems and do not affect mission ranks.

Is replaying missions beneficial for improving to an S Rank?

Absolutely, replaying missions allows you to learn enemy behavior, find optimal paths, and refine your

strategy, all of which help improve your score to achieve an S Rank.



Additional Resources

1. Ace Combat 7: Mastering S-Rank Missions
This comprehensive guide delves into strategies for achieving S-rank ratings on all missions in Ace
Combat 7. It covers flight tactics, weapon loadouts, and enemy behavior analysis. Players will learn

how to optimize their performance and maximize scores for every challenge.

2. The Ultimate Ace Combat 7 S-Rank Playbook
Designed for both beginners and veterans, this book offers step-by-step walkthroughs for each mission
with a focus on efficiency and precision. It includes tips on time management, avoiding damage, and

achieving high combo chains to secure top rankings.

3. Precision Flying in Ace Combat 7: S-Rank Techniques
Explore advanced piloting skills required to master Ace Combat 7’s toughest missions. This title
emphasizes aerial maneuvers, target prioritization, and situational awareness, helping players refine

their flying to consistently earn S-ranks.

4. Weapons and Loadouts for Ace Combat 7 S-Rank Success
Weapon choice is crucial in securing S-ranks, and this guide breaks down the best aircraft and
armaments for each mission. Readers will find detailed comparisons and recommendations tailored to

different playstyles and mission requirements.

5. Speedrunning Ace Combat 7: Achieving S-Rank Under Pressure
Focused on completing missions quickly without sacrificing accuracy, this book shares speedrunning
tactics to shave off precious seconds. It highlights route optimization and risk management to maintain

high scores and S-rank performance.

6. Ace Combat 7 Enemy Al and S-Rank Strategies
Understanding enemy behavior is key to domination. This guide analyzes Al patterns, weaknesses,
and attack timings to help players anticipate and counter threats efficiently, paving the way for flawless

S-rank runs.



7. Flight Controls and Customization for Ace Combat 7 Excellence
Optimize your control setup and aircraft customization to enhance responsiveness and combat
effectiveness. This book offers advice on control sensitivity, camera settings, and tailor-made loadouts

to suit different mission profiles.

8. Multiplayer S-Rank Tactics in Ace Combat 7
While primarily focused on single-player, this title also explores how S-rank principles apply in
multiplayer modes. It covers team coordination, role specialization, and strategic communication to

dominate competitive matches.

9. Secrets and Easter Eggs for Ace Combat 7 S-Rank Hunters
Beyond mission tactics, this book reveals hidden content that can aid in achieving S-ranks, including
unlockable aircraft, bonus missions, and secret shortcuts. Discover how to leverage these elements for

an edge in your gameplay.
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