ACADIA NATIONAL PARK TRAVEL GUIDE

ACADIA NATIONAL PARK TRAVEL GUIDE OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW FOR VISITORS PLANNING TO EXPLORE ONE OF THE
MOST BREATHTAKING NATURAL DESTINATIONS IN THE UNITED STATES. THIS GUIDE COVERS ESSENTIAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE
PARK’S GEOGRAPHY, POPULAR ACTIVITIES, BEST TIMES TO VISIT, AND PRACTICAL TIPS ON ACCOMMODATIONS AND
TRANSPORTATION. ACADIA NATIONAL PARK, LOCATED ON THE RUGGED COAST OF MAINE, BOASTS DIVERSE LANDSCAPES
INCLUDING MOUNTAINS, FORESTS, AND SHORELINE, MAKING IT A PREMIER SPOT FOR HIKING, WILDLIFE OBSERVATION, AND SCENIC
DRIVES. UNDERSTANDING THE PARK’S FEATURES AND AMENITIES HELPS TRAVELERS MAXIMIZE THEIR EXPERIENCE WHILE RESPECTING
THE ENVIRONMENT. W/HETHER SEEKING ADVENTURE, TRANQUILITY, OR CULTURAL INSIGHT, THIS GUIDE PROVIDES A DETAILED
ROADMAP TO NAVIGATE ACADIA’S OFFERINGS. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL OUTLINE EVERYTHING FROM TOP ATTRACTIONS
TO VISITOR RESOURCES, ENSURING A \WELL-ROUNDED AND ENJOYABLE VISIT.

e OVERVIEW OF ACADIA NATIONAL PARK
e TorP ATTRACTIONS AND ACTIVITIES

BesT TiMES To ViIsSIT AcAbiA NATIONAL PARK

ACCOMMODATIONS AND DINING OPTIONS

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESSIBILITY

PrRACTICAL TIPS FOR VISITORS

OVERVIEW OF ACADIA NATIONAL PARK

AcCADIA NATIONAL PARK IS SITUATED PRIMARILY ON MOUNT DESERT ISLAND ALONG MAINE’S ATLANTIC COAST. ESTABLISHED
IN 1916, THE PARK ENCOMPASSES OVER 49,000 ACRES OF DIVERSE TERRAIN INCLUDING MOUNTAINS, WOODLANDS, AND
RUGGED COASTLINE. |T IS RENOWNED FOR ITS SCENIC BEAUTY, FEATURING CADILLAC MOUNTAIN—THE HIGHEST POINT ON THE
U.S. EAsT COAST—OFFERING PANORAMIC VIEWS OF THE SURROUNDING ISLANDS AND OCEAN. THE PARK’S RICH BIODIVERSITY
INCLUDES A VARIETY OF PLANT AND ANIMAL SPECIES NATIVE TO THE NORTHEASTERN UNITED STATES. VISITORS EXPERIENCE A
BLEND OF NATURAL SPLENDOR AND CULTURAL HERITAGE THROUGH HISTORIC CARRIAGE ROADS, PRESERVED ESTATES, AND
INDIGENOUS HISTORY. THIS SECTION PROVIDES A FOUNDATIONAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE PARK’S ENVIRONMENT AND
SIGNIFICANCE.

GEOGRAPHY AND LANDSCAPE

THE TERRAIN OF ACADIA NATIONAL PARK IS CHARACTERIZED BY GRANITE PEAKS, DENSE FORESTS, FRESHWATER LAKES, AND
EXTENSIVE SHORELINE. THE PARK’S LANDSCAPE WAS SHAPED BY GLACIAL ACTIVITY, WHICH CREATED ITS DISTINCTIVE FEATURES
SUCH AS GLACIAL ERRATICS AND FJORD-LIKE BAYS. CADILLAC MOUNTAIN IS A HIGHLIGHT , KNOWN FOR BEING ONE OF THE FIRST
PLACES IN THE UNITED STATES TO SEE SUNRISE DURING PARTS OF THE YEAR. T HE PARK’S COASTLINE OFFERS TIDE POOLS,
SANDY BEACHES, AND DRAMATIC CLIFFS, PROVIDING HABITATS FOR MARINE LIFE AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR COASTAL RECREATION.

FLOrRA AND FAUNA

Acapia NATIONAL PARK SUPPORTS A WIDE RANGE OF PLANT SPECIES INCLUDING SPRUCE, FIR, PINE, AND DECIDUOUS TREES SUCH
AS MAPLE AND BIRCH. THE PARK IS HOME TO MAMMALS LIKE WHITE-TAILED DEER, BLACK BEARS, MOOSE, AND SMALLER ANIMALS
SUCH AS FOXES AND PORCUPINES. BIRDWATCHERS CAN OBSERVE PEREGRINE FALCONS, BALD EAGLES, AND VARIOUS SEABIRDS.
SEASONAL CHANGES BRING DIVERSE WILDFLOWERS AND VIBRANT FOLIAGE, ATTRACTING NATURE ENTHUSIASTS AND
PHOTOGRAPHERS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.



Top ATTRACTIONS AND ACTIVITIES

VIsITors TO AcaDIA NATIONAL PARK CAN ENGAGE IN NUMEROUS ACTIVITIES THAT SHOWCASE THE PARK’S NATURAL AND
CULTURAL ASSETS. FROM HIKING TO SCENIC DRIVES, THE PARK OFFERS EXPERIENCES SUITED FOR ALL LEVELS OF INTEREST AND
FITNESS. THIS SECTION DETAILS THE MUST-SEE ATTRACTIONS AND POPULAR RECREATIONAL OPTIONS THAT DEFINE A VISIT TO
ACADIA.

HikING TRAILS

ACADIA NATIONAL PARK FEATURES OVER 120 MILES OF HIKING TRAILS RANGING FROM EASY WALKS TO CHALLENGING CLIMBS.
POPULAR ROUTES INCLUDE THE JORDAN POND PATH, THE PRECIPICE TRAIL, AND THE OCEAN PATH. THESE TRAILS OFFER ACCESS
TO SPECTACULAR VIEWS, DIVERSE ECOSYSTEMS, AND HISTORIC SITES. HIKING IS A PREFERRED WAY TO IMMERSE IN THE PARK’S
NATURAL BEAUTY WHILE OBSERVING WILDLIFE AND VEGETATION UP CLOSE.

SceNic DrIVES

THe PARK LoOP ROAD IS A 27-MILE SCENIC DRIVE THAT CONNECTS MANY OF ACADIA’S KEY POINTS OF INTEREST. |T PROVIDES
CONVENIENT ACCESS TO LANDMARKS SUCH AS SAND BEACH, THUNDER HOLE, AND OTTER CLIFFS. THE DRIVE IS ESPECIALLY
POPULAR DURING SUNRISE AND SUNSET, WHEN LIGHTING ENHANCES THE DRAMATIC COASTAL VISTAS. SEASONAL CARRIAGE
ROADS ALSO OFFER PEACEFUL ROUTES FOR WALKING, CYCLING, AND HORSEBACK RIDING.

W ATER ACTIVITIES

ACADIA’S LAKES AND OCEANFRONT PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR KAYAKING, CANOEING, AND FISHING. THE CALM WATERS OF
JORDAN PoND AND EAGLE LLAKE ARE IDEAL FOR PADDLING, WHILE THE ATLANTIC COASTLINE ATTRACTS SEA KAYAKING
ENTHUSIASTS. FISHING REGULATIONS PROTECT NATIVE FISH SPECIES, AND LICENSES ARE REQUIRED FOR CERTAIN ACTIVITIES.
SWIMMING IS POPULAR AT DESIGNATED BEACHES WITH LIFEGUARD SUPERVISION DURING SUMMER MONTHS.

BesT TiMes To VisIT ACADIA NATIONAL PARk

TIMING A TRIP TO ACADIA NATIONAL PARK CAN SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCE THE EXPERIENCE BASED ON WEATHER, CROWD LEVELS,
AND SEASONAL ATTRACTIONS. UNDERSTANDING THE CHARACTERISTICS OF EACH SEASON HELPS TRAVELERS PLAN THEIR VISIT
ACCORDING TO THEIR PREFERENCES.

SPRING AND SUMMER

SPRING BRINGS BLOOMING WILDFLOWERS AND MODERATE TEMPERATURES, ALTHOUGH SOME TRAILS MAY STILL HAVE SNOW OR
MUD EARLY IN THE SEASON. SUMMER IS THE PEAK TOURIST SEASON, CHARACTERIZED BY WARM WEATHER, FULL ACCESSIBILITY
TO PARK FACILITIES, AND NUMEROUS EVENTS. CROWDS ARE LARGEST DURINGJULY AND AUGUST/ MAKING EARLY MORNINGS OR
WEEKDAYS IDEAL FOR QUIETER VISITS.

FALL FoLIAGE

AUTUMN IS A POPULAR TIME FOR VISITORS SEEKING TO WITNESS THE VIBRANT FOLIAGE THAT TRANSFORMS THE PARK’S FORESTS
INTO A TAPESTRY OF REDS, ORANGES, AND YELLOWS. THIS SEASON TYPICALLY RUNS FROM LATE SEPTEMBER THROUGH MID-
OcToBER. COOLER TEMPERATURES AND FEWER TOURISTS CONTRIBUTE TO A MORE SERENE ATMOSPHERE, THOUGH
ACCOMMODATIONS SHOULD BE BOOKED WELL IN ADVANCE.



W/INTER ACTIVITIES

W/ INTER OFFERS OPPORTUNITIES FOR CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING, SNOWSHOEING, AND WINTER HIKING. THE PARK’S ROADS AND
TRAILS ARE LESS CROWDED, PROVIDING SOLITUDE AND UNIQUE SNOWY LANDSCAPES. HO\X/EVER, SOME AREAS AND FACILITIES
CLOSE DUE TO WEATHER CONDITIONS, SO VISITORS SHOULD CHECK AVAILABILITY AND PREPARE APPROPRIATELY FOR COLD
TEMPERATURES.

ACCOMMODATIONS AND DINING OPTIONS

Acapia NATIONAL PARK AND THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES PROVIDE A RANGE OF LODGING AND DINING CHOICES SUITABLE FOR
VARIOUS BUDGETS AND PREFERENCES. THIS SECTION HIGHLIGHTS OPTIONS FOR STAYING AND EATING WHILE VISITING THE PARK.

LoDGING NEAR THE PARK

VISITORS CAN CHOOSE FROM CAMPGROUNDS W/ITHIN THE PARK, SUCH AS BLACKWOODS AND SEAWALL CAMPGROUNDSI
OFFERING TENT AND RV SITES. NEARBY TOWNS LIKE BAR HARBOR FEATURE HOTELS, INNS, BED AND BREAKFASTS, AND VACATION
RENTALS. OPTIONS RANGE FROM RUSTIC CABINS TO LUXURY ACCOMMODATIONS, CATERING TO DIFFERENT TRAVELER NEEDS.

DINING AND LocAL CUISINE

THE AREA AROUND ACADIA IS KNOWN FOR ITS FRESH SEAFOOD, INCLUDING LOBSTER, CLAMS, AND SCALLOPS. LocaL
RESTAURANTS AND CAFES OFFER A VARIETY OF DINING EXPERIENCES FROM CASUAL TO FINE DINING. MANY ESTABLISHMENTS
EMPHASIZE REGIONAL INGREDIENTS AND TRADITIONAL NEw ENGLAND RECIPES, PROVIDING AN AUTHENTIC CULINARY EXPERIENCE.

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESSIBILITY

UNDERSTANDING TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS AND ACCESSIBILITY FEATURES IS ESSENTIAL FOR A SMOOTH VISIT TO ACADIA
NATIONAL PARK. THE PARK’S INFRASTRUCTURE SUPPORTS VARIOUS MODES OF TRAVEL AND ACCOMMODATES VISITORS WITH
DIFFERENT MOBILITY NEEDS.

GETTING To ACADIA NATIONAL PARK

THE PARK IS ACCESSIBLE BY CAR VIA U.S. RouTE 1 AND STATE ROUTE 3. THE NEAREST MAJOR AIRPORT IS BANGOR
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, APPROXIMATELY 50 MILES AWAY. SEASONAL SHUTTLE SERVICES OPERATE FROM BAR HARBOR AND
OTHER NEARBY LOCATIONS, REDUCING CONGESTION AND PROVIDING CONVENIENT ACCESS TO POPULAR SITES.

GETTING AROUND INSIDE THE PARK

THe PARKk LoOOP ROAD FACILITATES DRIVING ACCESS TO KEY ATTRACTIONS, WHILE THE ISLAND EXPLORER SHUTTLE,
OPERATING DURING PEAK SEASONS, OFFERS FREE TRANSPORTATION CONNECTING MAJOR POINTS WITHIN THE PARK AND LOCAL
TOWNS. BIKING IS A FAVORED WAY TO EXPLORE THE CARRIAGE ROADS AND PAVED PATHS. THE PARK ALSO INCLUDES
ACCESSIBLE TRAILS AND FACILITIES DESIGNED FOR VISITORS WITH DISABILITIES.

PrACTICAL TIPS FOR VISITORS

PREPARING ADEQUATELY ENHANCES SAFETY AND ENJOYMENT WHILE VISITING ACADIA NATIONAL PARK. THIS SECTION PROVIDES
ESSENTIAL ADVICE FOR FIRST-TIME AND RETURNING VISITORS ALIKE.



PARK REGULATIONS AND SAFETY

VISITORS MUST ADHERE TO PARK RULES DESIGNED TO PROTECT NATURAL RESOURCES AND WILDLIFE. THIS INCLUDES STAYING ON
DESIGNATED TRAILS, PRACTICING LeAaVE No TRACE PRINCIPLES, AND SECURING FOOD TO PREVENT WILDLIFE ENCOUNTERS.
\W/EATHER CAN CHANGE RAPIDLY, SO CARRYING APPROPRIATE GEAR AND CHECKING FORECASTS IS RECOMMENDED. EMERGENCY
SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE, BUT CELL RECEPTION MAY BE LIMITED IN SOME AREAS.

PACKING ESSENTIALS

RECOMMENDED ITEMS INCLUDE STURDY HIKING SHOES, LAYERED CLOTHING, WATER BOTTLES, MAPS OR GPS DEVICES, SUN
PROTECTION, AND INSECT REPELLENT. FOR WINTER VISITS, ADDITIONAL INSULATION AND TRACTION DEVICES MAY BE NECESSARY.
BRINGING BINOCULARS AND CAMERAS ENHANCES WILDLIFE VIEWING AND LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHY OPPORTUNITIES.

PerMITS AND FEES

ENTRANCE FEES APPLY TO ALL VISITORS AGED 16 AND OLDER. ANNUAL PASSES ARE AVAILABLE FOR FREQUENT VISITORS.
CERTAIN ACTIVITIES SUCH AS BACKCOUNTRY CAMPING REQUIRE PERMITS. INFORMATION ON FEES, PASSES, AND PERMITS IS
AVAILABLE AT PARK VISITOR CENTERS AND OFFICIAL SOURCES.

e FOLLOW ALL POSTED SIGNS AND GUIDELINES

RESPECT WILDLIFE AND MAINTAIN SAFE DISTANCES
® PLAN ITINERARIES ACCORDING TO DAYLIGHT HOURS
® STAY HYDRATED AND BRING SUFFICIENT FOOD FOR DAY TRIPS

o USE DESIGNATED PARKING AREAS TO AVOID FINES

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE BEST TIME OF YEAR TO VISIT ACADIA NATIONAL PARK?

THE BEST TIME TO VISIT ACADIA NATIONAL PARK IS FROM LATE SPRING TO EARLY FALL (MAY To OCTOBER) WHEN THE
WEATHER IS MILD, AND ALL PARK FACILITIES AND ROADS ARE OPEN. FALL FOLIAGE IN SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER IS
PARTICULARLY POPULAR.

How po | GeT To AcADIA NATIONAL PARKk?

AcADIA NATIONAL PARK IS LOCATED ON MOUNT DESERT ISLAND IN MAINE. THE CLOSEST AIRPORT IS HANCock COUNTY-BAR
HARBOR AIRPORT. MANY VISITORS ALSO FLY INTO BANGOR INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT OR PORTLAND INTERNATIONAL JETPORT
AND DRIVE TO THE PARK.

\W/HAT ARE THE MUST-SEE ATTRACTIONS IN ACADIA NATIONAL PARK?

MUST-SEE ATTRACTIONS INCLUDE CADILLAC MOUNTAIN, JORDAN POND, THUNDER HOLE, SAND BEACH, AND THE PARk LooP
RoAD. HIKING THE PRECIPICE TRAIL AND VISITING THE BASS HARBOR HEAD LIGHTHOUSE ARE ALSO POPULAR ACTIVITIES.



ARE THERE ENTRANCE FEES FOR ACADIA NATIONAL PARK?

YEes, ACADIA NATIONAL PARK CHARGES AN ENTRANCE FEE. AS ofF 2024, THE FEE IS $30 PER PRIVATE VEHICLE FOR A 7-DAY
PASS. ANNUAL PASSES AND OTHER PASS OPTIONS ARE AVAILABLE FOR FREQUENT VISITORS.

\WHAT ARE THE BEST HIKING TRAILS IN ACADIA NATIONAL PARK?

POPULAR HIKING TRAILS INCLUDE THE PRECIPICE TRAIL, JORDAN POND PATH, BEEHIVE TRAIL, AND THE OCEAN PATH. TRAILS
VARY IN DIFFICULTY, SO THERE ARE OPTIONS FOR ALL SKILL LEVELS.

CAN | caMP INSIDE ACADIA NATIONAL PARK?

YES, CAMPING IS AVAILABLE AT BLACkW0ODS CAMPGROUND AND SEAWALL CAMPGROUND WITHIN ACADIA NATIONAL PARK.
RESERVATIONS ARE RECOMMENDED, ESPECIALLY DURING PEAK SEASON.

\W/HAT WILDLIFE MIGHT | SEE IN ACADIA NATIONAL PARK?

VISITORS MIGHT SEE WHITE-TAILED DEER, MOOSE, FOXES, AND A VARIETY OF BIRD SPECIES SUCH AS PUFFINS AND EAGLES.
MARINE LIFE LIKE SEALS CAN ALSO BE SPOTTED ALONG THE COAST.

ARE PETS ALLOWED IN AcADIA NATIONAL PARK?

YES, PETS ARE ALLOWED IN ACADIA NATIONAL PARK BUT MUST BE KEPT ON A LEASH NO LONGER THAN 6 FEET. PETS ARE NOT
ALLOWED ON CERTAIN TRAILS AND IN SOME PARK BUILDINGS, SO IT'S IMPORTANT TO CHECK SPECIFIC REGULATIONS BEFORE YOUR
VISIT.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. Acapia NATIONAL Park: A CompPLETE GUIDE

THIS COMPREHENSIVE TRAVEL GUIDE COVERS EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT ACADIA NATIONAL PARK, INCLUDING
DETAILED MAPS, HIKING TRAILS, AND SCENIC DRIVES. |T OFFERS INSIGHTS INTO THE BEST TIMES TO VISIT, WILDLIFE SPOTTING
TIPS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR DINING AND LODGING NEARBY. PERFECT FOR FIRST-TIME VISITORS AND SEASONED TRAVELERS
ALIKE.

2. Hiking AcADIA NATIONAL PARK: TRAILS AND TALES

FOCUSED ON THE HIKING EXPERIENCE, THIS BOOK DETAILS THE MOST POPULAR AND HIDDEN TRAILS IN ACADIA NATIONAL PARk. IT
PROVIDES TRAIL MAPS, DIFFICULTY RATINGS, AND TIPS FOR SAFE AND ENJOYABLE HIKES. ALONGSIDE PRACTICAL ADVICE, THE
BOOK SHARES STORIES AND HISTORY CONNECTED TO THE PARK’S NATURAL LANDSCAPES.

3. AcADIA NATIONAL PARKk: NATURE AND WiLDLIFE GUIDE

THIS GUIDEBOOK EXPLORES THE DIVERSE FLORA AND FAUNA FOUND WITHIN ACADIA NATIONAL PARK. READERS WILL LEARN
ABOUT THE PARK’S ECOSYSTEMS, SEASONAL CHANGES, AND THE BEST SPOTS FOR BIRDWATCHING AND WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY.
[T’S AN ESSENTIAL COMPANION FOR NATURE ENTHUSIASTS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS.

4. AcADiA NATIONAL PArk RoAD GUIDE

IDEAL FOR TRAVELERS EXPLORING ACADIA BY CAR, THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE PARK’S SCENIC DRIVES, POINTS OF INTEREST, AND
OVERLOOKS. IT INCLUDES DRIVING ROUTES, PARKING TIPS, AND SUGGESTIONS FOR PICNIC AREAS AND SHORT STOPS. A PERFECT
RESOURCE FOR THOSE WANTING TO EXPERIENCE THE PARK’S BEAUTY FROM THE COMFORT OF THEIR VEHICLE.

5. FAMILY ADVENTURES IN ACADIA NATIONAL PARK

T AILORED FOR FAMILIES, THIS GUIDE OFFERS KID-FRIENDLY ACTIVITIES, EASY HIKES, AND EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN
AcADIA NATIONAL PARK. |T INCLUDES ADVICE ON FAMILY CAMPING, SAFETY TIPS, AND SUGGESTIONS FOR INTERACTIVE
EXPERIENCES THAT ENGAGE CHILDREN WITH NATURE. A GREAT CHOICE FOR PARENTS PLANNING A MEMORABLE OUTDOOR TRIP.

6. PHoTOGRAPHY GUIDE TO ACADIA NATIONAL PARK



THIS BOOK IS DEDICATED TO CAPTURING THE STUNNING LANDSCAPES OF ACADIA NATIONAL PARK THROUGH THE LENS. |T
COVERS THE BEST LOCATIONS AND TIMES FOR PHOTOGRAPHY, CAMERA SETTINGS, AND COMPOSITION TIPS. IDEAL FOR AMATEUR
AND PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS SEEKING TO ENHANCE THEIR SKILLS WHILE EXPLORING THE PARK.

7. CAMPING AND BACKPACKING IN ACADIA NATIONAL PARK

PROVIDING DETAILED INFORMATION ON CAMPGROUNDS, BACKCOUNTRY PERMITS, AND ESSENTIAL GEAR, THIS GUIDE IS A MUST-
HAVE FOR OVERNIGHT ADVENTURERS. |T INCLUDES ROUTE SUGGESTIONS FOR MULTI-DAY HIKES AND TIPS ON LEAVE No TRACE
PRINCIPLES. PERFECT FOR THOSE PLANNING EXTENDED STAYS IMMERSED IN ACADIA’S WILDERNESS.

8. SEAsoNAL GUIDE To ACADIA NATIONAL PARK

THIS BOOK EXPLORES ACADIA NATIONAL PARK THROUGH THE CHANGING SEASONS, HIGHLIGHTING UNIQUE EXPERIENCES IN SPRING
SUMMER, FALL, AND WINTER. |T OFFERS ADVICE ON SEASONAL ACTIVITIES, WEATHER CONSIDERATIONS, AND HOW TO MAKE THE
MOST OF EACH TIME OF YEAR. A USEFUL RESOURCE FOR PLANNING VISITS BEYOND THE TYPICAL TOURIST SEASON.

/

9. AcADIA NATIONAL PARk HisTorY AND CUL TURE

DELVING INTO THE RICH HISTORY AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF ACADIA NATIONAL PARK, THIS GUIDE EXAMINES THE
INDIGENOUS HERITAGE, EARLY SETTLERS, AND CONSERVATION EFFORTS. |T INCLUDES HISTORIC SITE DESCRIPTIONS, STORIES OF
NOTABLE FIGURES, AND THE EVOLUTION OF THE PARK’S LANDSCAPE. A COMPELLING READ FOR HISTORY BUFFS AND CULTURAL
TRAVELERS.
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