
a wrinkle in time meg

A Wrinkle in Time Meg is a cornerstone of American literature, seamlessly weaving themes of science

fiction and fantasy with the complexities of adolescence. Written by Madeleine L'Engle and published

in 1962, this novel tells the story of Meg Murry, a young girl who embarks on an extraordinary journey

through space and time to rescue her father. The narrative is rich with imaginative elements and

profound lessons about love, courage, and the battle between good and evil, making it a timeless read

for both children and adults.

Overview of the Plot

A Wrinkle in Time follows the adventures of Meg Murry, her brother Charles Wallace, and their friend

Calvin O'Keefe. The story begins with the mysterious disappearance of Meg’s father, a scientist

working on a secret government project. Troubled by her father's absence and struggling with feelings

of inadequacy, Meg’s life takes a dramatic turn when she learns about the concept of

tesseracts—essentially, a way to travel through time and space.

The trio is guided by three celestial beings known as Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Which, and Mrs. Who. These

characters represent love and wisdom, helping the children navigate the dangers they encounter in the

dark universe. Their journey takes them to different planets, where they confront the malevolent force

known as IT, which has ensnared Meg's father and threatens the existence of free will across the

cosmos.

Thematic Elements

A Wrinkle in Time is notable for its rich thematic content, which can be explored through several key

themes:



Love and Family

At its core, the novel emphasizes the importance of love and familial bonds. Meg's motivation to

rescue her father stems from her deep love for him and her desire for family unity. This theme is

echoed throughout the narrative, showcasing how love can provide strength and courage in the face of

overwhelming darkness.

Good vs. Evil

The struggle between good and evil is a central theme in A Wrinkle in Time. The character of IT

personifies the oppressive force of conformity and darkness, while Meg, Charles, and Calvin embody

the light of individuality and love. This battle is not just cosmic but deeply personal, reflecting the

internal struggles that many young people face as they navigate their own identities.

Self-Discovery and Growth

Meg's journey is also one of self-discovery. Throughout the novel, she grapples with feelings of

inadequacy and self-doubt. Her character arc illustrates the process of growing up, learning to accept

oneself, and recognizing one's unique strengths. By the end of the story, Meg learns that her

imperfections are part of what makes her special, a vital lesson for readers of all ages.

Character Analysis

The characters in A Wrinkle in Time are richly developed, each contributing to the story’s depth and

complexity.

Meg Murry

Meg is the protagonist, a relatable character who embodies the struggles of adolescence. She is

intelligent but feels like an outsider, struggling with her self-image and academic performance. As the



story unfolds, Meg transforms from a frustrated and insecure girl into a brave heroine who learns to

harness her inner strength.

Charles Wallace Murry

Meg's younger brother, Charles Wallace, is a highly intelligent and sensitive child with a unique ability

to understand the world in ways others cannot. His intelligence often isolates him, but he serves as a

crucial ally in Meg's quest. Charles represents the potential of extraordinary minds and the challenges

they face.

Calvin O'Keefe

Calvin is a popular boy at school, but he feels disconnected from his family. He becomes an essential

part of Meg and Charles’s journey, offering support and companionship. His character highlights the

theme of friendship and the importance of connection in overcoming adversity.

The Mrs. W's

Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Who, and Mrs. Which are the celestial beings that guide the children on their

journey. Each character embodies different aspects of wisdom and love:

- Mrs. Whatsit: Represents the spark of adventure and the unknown.

- Mrs. Who: Communicates through quotes from famous figures, embodying the power of knowledge.

- Mrs. Which: The most powerful of the three, she represents the guiding force of love and the

importance of belief in oneself.

Literary Style and Structure

L'Engle’s writing style in A Wrinkle in Time is distinctive, combining lyrical prose with scientific

concepts that challenge the reader's imagination. The narrative structure employs a mix of dialogue,

description, and internal monologue, allowing readers to connect with the characters on a personal



level.

Use of Science Fiction Elements

The novel incorporates various science fiction elements, such as tesseracts and interplanetary travel,

which serve as metaphors for broader themes. L'Engle’s integration of real scientific theories,

particularly those related to time and space, adds authenticity to the fantastical elements of the story.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Upon its publication, A Wrinkle in Time received mixed reviews but has since become a beloved

classic. It won the prestigious Newbery Medal in 1963 and has been recognized for its innovative

approach to storytelling and its profound themes.

The novel has been adapted into various formats, including stage plays, audiobooks, and a 2018 film

directed by Ava DuVernay. Each adaptation has brought new audiences to L'Engle’s work, reinforcing

its relevance across generations.

Impact on Young Readers

A Wrinkle in Time has had a significant impact on young readers, encouraging them to explore

complex ideas about identity, love, and the universe. Its relatable characters and compelling narrative

offer a safe space for children to confront their fears and insecurities, ultimately promoting resilience

and self-acceptance.

Conclusion

A Wrinkle in Time Meg is not just a tale of adventure; it is a profound exploration of the human

condition through the lens of science fiction and fantasy. The themes of love, self-discovery, and the

battle against evil resonate deeply with readers, making it a timeless classic. Meg Murry's journey



continues to inspire generations, encouraging young readers to embrace their uniqueness and confront

the challenges they face with courage and love. Through L'Engle's masterful storytelling, A Wrinkle in

Time remains a powerful reminder of the importance of family, friendship, and the enduring fight for

good in a complex world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main conflict Meg Murry faces in 'A Wrinkle in Time'?

Meg Murry struggles with self-doubt and a lack of confidence, which is exacerbated by her father's

disappearance and the challenges she faces while traveling through space and time.

How does Meg's character develop throughout 'A Wrinkle in Time'?

Throughout the story, Meg evolves from a troubled and insecure girl into a brave and determined

individual, learning to embrace her uniqueness and harness her love for her family as a source of

strength.

What role do Meg's parents play in her journey in 'A Wrinkle in Time'?

Meg's parents, particularly her father, are central to her motivation. His disappearance propels her into

the adventure, and her relationship with her family reinforces the themes of love and resilience.

Who are the characters that accompany Meg on her journey in 'A

Wrinkle in Time'?

Meg is joined by her brother Charles Wallace and their friend Calvin O'Keefe as they embark on a

quest to rescue her father from the evil force known as IT.



What is the significance of the tesseract in 'A Wrinkle in Time'?

The tesseract, or 'wrinkle in time,' is a fifth-dimensional concept that allows the characters to travel

across space and time, symbolizing the idea that love can transcend all barriers.

How does Meg's relationship with her brother Charles Wallace

influence the story?

Meg's protective relationship with Charles Wallace is pivotal; it drives her actions and decisions,

demonstrating the importance of family bonds and the strength found in unity.

What themes are explored through Meg's journey in 'A Wrinkle in

Time'?

Key themes include the power of love, the struggle against darkness, the importance of self-

acceptance, and the idea that intelligence and emotional strength can overcome adversity.

Why is Meg considered a relatable character for young readers?

Meg is relatable because she experiences common feelings of insecurity, frustration, and the desire to

fit in, making her journey of self-discovery resonate with many young readers facing similar challenges.
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