
afternoon tea the ritz london
Afternoon tea at The Ritz London is not merely a meal; it is an experience
steeped in tradition and elegance that has delighted guests since 1906.
Renowned for its luxurious atmosphere, exquisite presentation, and classic
British charm, The Ritz has become synonymous with the quintessential
afternoon tea experience. This article explores the history, the menu, the
ambiance, and the etiquette of enjoying afternoon tea at The Ritz London.

History of Afternoon Tea at The Ritz

The tradition of afternoon tea dates back to the early 19th century, credited
largely to Anna Maria Russell, the Duchess of Bedford. She began the practice
of enjoying tea and light refreshments in the afternoon to stave off hunger
before dinner. This social custom quickly gained popularity, leading to the
establishment of an afternoon tea culture in British society.

The Ritz London, opened by César Ritz in 1906, embraced this tradition and
elevated it to an art form. Since its inception, The Ritz has maintained the
highest standards of service and quality, making it the premier destination
for afternoon tea. Over the decades, it has attracted royalty, celebrities,
and countless visitors seeking to indulge in this timeless tradition.

The Ambiance of The Ritz London

The Ritz is renowned for its opulent décor, featuring lavish interiors that
transport guests back to a bygone era of elegance. Here are some notable
elements of the ambiance:

Decor: The stunning Louis XVI-style interiors, adorned with ornate
chandeliers, silk drapes, and exquisite floral arrangements, create a
regal setting.

Location: Nestled in Piccadilly, The Ritz offers a magnificent view of
Green Park, allowing guests to enjoy a serene atmosphere amidst the
city's hustle and bustle.

Service: The Ritz prides itself on impeccable service, with well-trained
staff who attend to every detail, ensuring a memorable experience for
all guests.

Guests are seated in the elegant Palm Court, where the afternoon tea is



served. The ambiance is complemented by live piano music, enhancing the
overall experience and providing a perfect backdrop for conversation and
relaxation.

The Afternoon Tea Menu

The afternoon tea menu at The Ritz London is a carefully curated selection of
delightful treats, combining traditional favorites with innovative twists.
The experience typically includes:

1. Tea Selection

The Ritz offers an extensive selection of over 18 different teas sourced from
the finest tea estates around the world. Guests can choose from classic
options such as:

English Breakfast

Earl Grey

Darjeeling

Green Tea

Herbal Infusions

Each tea is brewed to perfection and served in fine china, allowing guests to
enjoy the full aroma and flavor of their chosen blend.

2. Savory Pastries

The savory tier of the afternoon tea consists of an array of delectable
sandwiches and pastries. Highlights include:

Cucumber sandwiches with cream cheese

Smoked salmon on rye bread

Egg and cress sandwiches

Coronation chicken wraps



These savory delights are elegantly presented, providing a perfect balance to
the sweeter offerings that follow.

3. Sweet Treats

The sweet tier is where The Ritz truly excels. Guests can indulge in an
assortment of pastries and cakes, including:

Classic scones served with clotted cream and strawberry jam

Rich chocolate éclairs

Fruit tarts

Miniature cakes and pastries

The highlight is undoubtedly the freshly baked scones, which are a staple of
any traditional afternoon tea.

4. Champagne Option

For those wishing to elevate their experience, The Ritz offers a champagne
afternoon tea package. Guests can enjoy a glass of the finest champagne,
adding a touch of luxury to this delightful occasion.

Etiquette of Afternoon Tea at The Ritz

Experiencing afternoon tea at The Ritz London is not only about the food and
drink; it also involves a certain level of etiquette that enhances the
occasion. Here are some key points to keep in mind:

Dress Code: The Ritz has a smart casual dress code. Guests are1.
encouraged to dress elegantly, making the occasion feel special.

Arrival Time: Arriving on time is essential. Afternoon tea is often2.
served in seating slots, and being late may disrupt the experience for
others.

Handling Tea: When pouring tea, it is customary to pour for others3.
before pouring for yourself. This act of consideration is a hallmark of



good manners.

Eating Scones: Scones should be split in half and spread with cream and4.
jam using a knife. It is considered polite to eat them in two bites.

Conversation: Engage in light conversation, avoiding contentious or5.
overly serious topics to maintain a pleasant atmosphere.

By following these etiquette tips, guests can fully enjoy the refined
experience that afternoon tea at The Ritz London offers.

Booking Your Afternoon Tea Experience

Due to its popularity, booking a table for afternoon tea at The Ritz London
is highly recommended. Reservations can be made online through the official
Ritz website or by calling the hotel directly. Here are some tips for
booking:

Advance Booking: It is advisable to book several weeks in advance,
especially during peak seasons or weekends.

Special Occasions: If you are celebrating a special occasion, inform the
staff when making your reservation; they may offer special touches to
enhance your experience.

Dietary Requirements: If you have dietary restrictions or preferences,
be sure to inform the staff when booking your table.

Conclusion

Afternoon tea at The Ritz London is a quintessentially British experience
that combines history, luxury, and exquisite culinary offerings. From the
elegant ambiance of the Palm Court to the meticulously crafted menu, every
aspect is designed to create a memorable occasion. Whether you are
celebrating a special event, enjoying a catch-up with friends, or treating
yourself to a luxurious afternoon, The Ritz provides an unparalleled setting
to indulge in this beloved tradition.

As you sip your tea and savor the flavors, you will find that afternoon tea
at The Ritz is more than just a meal; it is an experience that encapsulates
the essence of British hospitality and charm.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the history behind afternoon tea at The Ritz
London?
Afternoon tea at The Ritz London dates back to 1906, when the hotel opened
its doors. It was inspired by the tradition of afternoon tea initiated by
Anna, the Duchess of Bedford, in the early 19th century.

How much does afternoon tea cost at The Ritz London?
As of 2023, the price for afternoon tea at The Ritz London starts at around
£70 per person, with variations depending on the menu and any additional
drinks or experiences.

What are the typical offerings included in the
afternoon tea at The Ritz?
The afternoon tea at The Ritz typically includes a selection of finger
sandwiches, freshly baked scones with clotted cream and jam, a variety of
pastries, and a choice of fine teas.

Is it necessary to make a reservation for afternoon
tea at The Ritz London?
Yes, it is highly recommended to make a reservation in advance, as afternoon
tea at The Ritz is very popular and can book up quickly, especially on
weekends and holidays.

What is the dress code for afternoon tea at The Ritz
London?
The dress code for afternoon tea at The Ritz is smart casual, with guests
encouraged to dress elegantly. Men are typically expected to wear a jacket
and tie.

Are children allowed to join for afternoon tea at
The Ritz?
Yes, children are welcome to enjoy afternoon tea at The Ritz, and there is a
special children's menu available that includes kid-friendly options.

Can you customize your afternoon tea experience at



The Ritz London?
Yes, The Ritz London offers options to customize your afternoon tea
experience, including dietary requirements such as vegetarian, vegan, or
gluten-free menus upon request.

What makes The Ritz London’s afternoon tea unique
compared to other venues?
The Ritz London’s afternoon tea is renowned for its luxurious setting,
impeccable service, and high-quality offerings, along with its historic
ambiance and traditional English charm.
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