
alex cross series in order list
alex cross series in order list is a highly sought-after guide for fans and
new readers eager to explore the thrilling world created by James Patterson.
This crime and thriller book series follows the life and cases of Alex Cross,
a detective and psychologist, as he solves some of the most complex crimes.
Understanding the alex cross series in order list is essential for readers
who want to experience the narrative in chronological sequence, ensuring
character development and plot continuity are fully appreciated. This article
provides a comprehensive alex cross series in order list, detailing each
book’s place in the series along with brief descriptions. Additionally, the
discussion includes notable subseries and spin-offs related to the Alex Cross
universe. Readers will gain insight into the series' evolution and key themes
that make it a staple in crime fiction.
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Overview of the Alex Cross Series

Introduction to the Series
The Alex Cross series is a collection of suspenseful crime novels written by
James Patterson, centered on the protagonist Alex Cross, a detective and
forensic psychologist. The series is renowned for its gripping plots, fast-
paced action, and the psychological depth of its characters. Since its debut
in the early 1990s, the series has expanded to include over twenty novels,
making it one of Patterson’s most popular and enduring works.

Character and Themes
Alex Cross, the main character, is a complex figure whose personal and
professional life intertwines throughout the series. Themes of justice,
morality, family, and the psychological intricacies of crime investigation
are explored in depth. The series also deals with contemporary societal
issues, reflected through the diverse cast and multifaceted storylines.



Complete Alex Cross Series in Order List

Chronological Book List
Reading the alex cross series in order list is crucial for following the
development of both the protagonist and the overarching storylines. Below is
the complete list of Alex Cross novels in their recommended reading order:

Along Came a Spider (1993) – The debut novel introducing Alex Cross and1.
his first major case involving a kidnapping.

Kiss the Girls (1995) – Cross investigates a serial kidnapper and2.
murderer targeting young women.

Jack & Jill (1996) – A chilling story involving a serial killer with a3.
personal vendetta against Cross.

Cat and Mouse (1997) – Cross tracks a dangerous criminal known as “The4.
Mastermind.”

Pop Goes the Weasel (1999) – The narrative focuses on a series of brutal5.
murders and Cross’s pursuit of the killer.

Roses Are Red (2000) – Cross faces off against a new and terrifying6.
criminal mastermind.

Violets Are Blue (2001) – A continuation of the previous case, featuring7.
intense psychological drama.

Four Blind Mice (2002) – Cross investigates military-related crimes and8.
corruption.

The Big Bad Wolf (2003) – The series delves into complex criminal9.
networks and conspiracies.

London Bridges (2004) – Cross travels internationally to solve a series10.
of kidnappings and murders.

Mary, Mary (2005) – A suspenseful tale featuring a personal threat to11.
Cross’s family.

Cross (2006) – The series takes a darker turn with intense action and12.
personal stakes.

Double Cross (2007) – Cross faces betrayal and dangerous adversaries.13.

Cross Country (2008) – A nationwide manhunt challenges Cross’s skills14.
and resolve.



Alex Cross's Trial (2009) – A legal drama intertwined with Cross's15.
investigative work.

I, Alex Cross (2009) – A deeply personal story revealing more about16.
Cross’s background.

Cross Fire (2010) – High-stakes action and conspiracy continue the17.
series’ momentum.

Kill Alex Cross (2011) – Cross becomes the target of a deadly plot.18.

Alex Cross, Run (2013) – Fast-paced thriller with new challenges for19.
Cross.

Cross My Heart (2013) – The tension escalates as Cross faces his most20.
dangerous enemies.

Hope to Die (2014) – The series continues with gripping suspense and21.
complex investigations.

Cross Justice (2015) – Cross confronts new threats and uncovers hidden22.
truths.

Cross the Line (2016) – A story that tests Cross’s moral boundaries and23.
detective skills.

The People vs. Alex Cross (2017) – A courtroom drama with high personal24.
stakes.

Target: Alex Cross (2018) – Cross faces relentless pursuit by dangerous25.
foes.

Criss Cross (2019) – A pivotal installment with high suspense and26.
character development.

Deadly Cross (2020) – The series advances with intense crime-solving27.
action.

Fear No Evil (2022) – The latest in the series, continuing Cross’s fight28.
against evil.

Notable Subseries and Spin-offs

Ali Cross Series
The Ali Cross series is a spin-off focusing on Alex Cross’s son, Ali. This



series offers a younger perspective on crime-solving and has been well
received for expanding the Alex Cross universe. It is recommended for readers
interested in a fresh take on the familiar themes and characters.

Short Stories and Novellas
In addition to the main novels, there are several short stories and novellas
that enrich the Alex Cross narrative. These shorter works provide background
details, side investigations, and character insights that complement the
primary series.

Reading Tips and Recommendations

Why Read the Series in Order?
Following the alex cross series in order list ensures readers experience the
story as intended, with character growth and plotlines unfolding naturally.
The series is interconnected, with events in earlier books influencing later
developments, making chronological reading essential for full comprehension.

Suggested Reading Approach
For newcomers, it is advisable to start with the first book, Along Came a
Spider, to become familiar with Alex Cross and the narrative style. Long-time
fans may enjoy revisiting key entries in the series or exploring the Ali
Cross spin-off to see the legacy continue.

Start with the original Alex Cross series from the first novel onward.

Explore short stories for additional context and character background.

Read the Ali Cross series for a younger protagonist’s perspective.

Keep track of recurring characters and plot threads for enhanced
understanding.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the correct reading order of the Alex Cross
series by James Patterson?
The Alex Cross series by James Patterson should be read in the following
order: 1. Along Came a Spider, 2. Kiss the Girls, 3. Jack & Jill, 4. Cat and
Mouse, 5. Pop Goes the Weasel, 6. Roses Are Red, 7. Violets Are Blue, 8. Four
Blind Mice, 9. The Big Bad Wolf, 10. London Bridges, 11. Mary Mary, 12.
Cross, 13. Double Cross, 14. Cross Fire, 15. Kill Alex Cross, 16. Merry
Christmas, Alex Cross, 17. Alex Cross, Run, 18. Cross My Heart, 19. Hope to
Die, 20. Cross Justice, 21. Cross Kill, 22. Target: Alex Cross, and 23. Criss
Cross.

Are there any spin-offs or related books connected
to the Alex Cross series?
Yes, James Patterson has written spin-offs related to the Alex Cross series
featuring characters connected to Alex Cross, such as the 'Michael Bennett'
series, but they are separate. Within the Alex Cross universe, there are also
short stories and novellas, but the main series focuses on Alex Cross
himself.

Is it necessary to read the Alex Cross series in
order?
While each book in the Alex Cross series can often be read as a standalone
thriller, reading them in order is recommended to fully understand character
development, ongoing story arcs, and relationships that evolve throughout the
series.

How many books are currently in the Alex Cross
series?
As of 2024, there are 23 main books in the Alex Cross series written by James
Patterson, starting with 'Along Came a Spider' and most recently 'Criss
Cross.'

Where can I find an official list of the Alex Cross
series in order?
An official list of the Alex Cross series in order can be found on James
Patterson's official website, major book retailers like Amazon or Barnes &
Noble, and popular book databases such as Goodreads.

Additional Resources
1. Along Came a Spider



This is the first book in the Alex Cross series by James Patterson. Detective
and psychologist Alex Cross investigates the kidnapping of two children from
an elite private school in Washington, D.C. The case becomes more complex as
Cross uncovers chilling secrets and faces a cunning adversary. The novel
combines psychological suspense with intense action, setting the stage for
the series.

2. Kiss the Girls
In this gripping sequel, Alex Cross travels to North Carolina to investigate
the disappearance of his niece and other young women. He confronts a sadistic
serial killer known as Casanova. The story delves deep into the psychology of
both the hunter and the hunted, with Cross racing against time to save the
victims.

3. Jack & Jill
Alex Cross faces one of his most personal and dangerous cases yet, as a
serial killer named Jack, and his accomplice Jill, terrorize Washington, D.C.
The killers are methodical and brutal, leaving Cross to navigate a deadly
game of cat and mouse. The novel explores themes of obsession and justice.

4. Cat and Mouse
Alex Cross tracks down a notorious serial killer known as the Mastermind, who
has eluded the police for years. The Mastermind's crimes are complex and
chilling, challenging Cross’s skills and resolve. This book heightens the
suspense with twists that test Cross’s limits.

5. Pop Goes the Weasel
In this installment, Alex Cross hunts a killer known as the Weasel, who
commits a series of gruesome murders. With his family threatened and the
stakes higher than ever, Cross must use all his expertise to stop the Weasel
before more lives are lost. The novel combines intense action with emotional
depth.

6. Roses Are Red
Alex Cross faces a new nemesis called the Mastermind, who orchestrates a
series of bank robberies and murders. The story explores Cross’s personal
struggles alongside his professional challenges. It is a tense thriller with
sharp twists and psychological insight.

7. Violets Are Blue
Continuing the battle against the Mastermind, Alex Cross confronts a killer
whose crimes escalate in brutality and cunning. The novel intertwines Cross’s
personal life with the dangers of his profession, highlighting his resilience
and determination. The suspense builds to a dramatic climax.

8. Four Blind Mice
Alex Cross investigates a series of murders connected to a secret military
operation during the Vietnam War. The case leads him into a world of
government conspiracies and deadly secrets. This novel blends historical
elements with modern-day thriller action.



9. The Big Bad Wolf
In this story, Alex Cross hunts a killer who targets the wealthy and
powerful, exposing corruption and greed. The novel explores themes of justice
and morality, with Cross navigating a dangerous path to catch the elusive
predator. It is a fast-paced thriller with complex characters.
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