
alabama criminal history check
alabama criminal history check is an essential process for individuals and
organizations seeking to obtain comprehensive information about a person's criminal
background within the state of Alabama. Whether for employment screening, tenant
verification, or personal reasons, conducting an alabama criminal history check helps
ensure safety and informed decision-making. This article provides a detailed overview of
how to perform these checks, the legal framework surrounding them, the types of records
available, and the agencies involved. Additionally, it outlines the step-by-step procedures,
costs, and common uses of criminal background checks in Alabama. Understanding these
aspects will facilitate a thorough and compliant background investigation.
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Understanding Alabama Criminal History Checks
An alabama criminal history check involves accessing official criminal records maintained
by various state and local agencies. This process compiles data about an individual’s
arrests, convictions, and other law enforcement interactions. These records provide a
snapshot of a person’s criminal past and are used to assess risk or verify identity. In
Alabama, criminal history information is collected by the Alabama Law Enforcement
Agency (ALEA), which oversees the Central Repository for criminal records. The
repository contains statewide data, but local jurisdictions may also maintain separate
records.

Scope of Criminal History Data
The scope of an alabama criminal history check generally includes felony and
misdemeanor convictions, pending charges, arrests without convictions, and sometimes
traffic offenses related to criminal conduct. However, the extent of information can vary
depending on the source and type of check requested. Federal offenses and records from
other states are not included unless a nationwide background check is performed.



Who Can Request a Criminal History Check?
In Alabama, criminal history checks can be requested by employers, landlords, licensing
agencies, government entities, and individuals. Some checks require the subject’s consent,
particularly for employment and housing purposes, to comply with privacy laws and
regulations. Certain sensitive positions, such as those involving children or vulnerable
populations, may require more comprehensive background screenings.

Legal Framework and Privacy Considerations
Conducting an alabama criminal history check must comply with state and federal laws
designed to protect individual privacy and prevent discrimination. The Fair Credit
Reporting Act (FCRA) governs how background checks are used in employment and
housing decisions, requiring transparency and consent. Additionally, Alabama has specific
statutes regulating access to criminal records.

Privacy Protections Under Alabama Law
Alabama law restricts the dissemination of certain criminal history information, especially
non-conviction data such as arrests without charges or cases that were dismissed.
Individuals have rights to review and challenge inaccuracies in their criminal records.
Furthermore, expungement or sealing of records is available under limited circumstances,
which removes or restricts public access to certain offenses.

Compliance with the Fair Credit Reporting Act
When using an alabama criminal history check for employment or housing decisions, the
FCRA mandates that the subject must be informed and provide written authorization.
Employers and landlords must also provide a copy of the report and a summary of rights if
adverse action is taken based on the criminal history findings. Failure to comply with
these regulations can result in legal penalties.

How to Obtain an Alabama Criminal History
Check
There are several methods to obtain an alabama criminal history check, ranging from
official state channels to authorized third-party providers. Each method has its own
procedures, requirements, and fees. Understanding these options helps ensure the
accuracy and legality of the background check.

Requesting Through the Alabama Law Enforcement



Agency (ALEA)
The primary source for an official alabama criminal history check is ALEA’s Criminal
Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division. Requests can be made online, by mail, or in
person. Applicants must submit a fingerprint card and pay the associated fee. This method
provides the most comprehensive and certified record.

Using Third-Party Background Check Services
Authorized private companies offer alabama criminal history checks by accessing public
records and the ALEA database. These services typically provide faster results and user-
friendly reports but may lack certain official certifications. It is important to choose
reputable providers compliant with privacy laws.

Required Information for the Check

Full legal name of the individual

Date of birth

Social Security number (sometimes required)

Fingerprint card (for official state requests)

Consent form if applicable

Types of Records Included in the Check
An alabama criminal history check may include a variety of records depending on the
request type and source. Generally, it covers arrests, charges, convictions, and
dispositions. Understanding the types of records included helps interpret the background
report accurately.

Felony and Misdemeanor Records
Both felony and misdemeanor convictions are typically included in an alabama criminal
history check. Felonies are more serious offenses punishable by imprisonment over one
year, while misdemeanors carry shorter sentences or fines. These records provide details
about the offense, court disposition, and sentencing.



Arrest Records and Pending Charges
Arrest records may appear in the report, but their inclusion varies by agency and purpose.
Some checks include pending charges, which indicate ongoing legal matters. It is
important to note that arrests without convictions do not necessarily imply guilt and may
be excluded in some reports.

Traffic and Other Offenses
Minor traffic violations are generally not part of an alabama criminal history check unless
they relate to criminal conduct such as DUI or reckless driving. Other records, such as
probation or parole status, may be accessible through specialized requests.

Common Uses of Alabama Criminal History
Checks
Alabama criminal history checks serve multiple purposes across various sectors. They are
critical tools for risk assessment, compliance with regulations, and ensuring community
safety.

Employment Screening
Employers often require criminal background checks to verify applicants’ suitability,
especially for positions involving security, finance, healthcare, or working with vulnerable
populations. These checks help prevent workplace risks and liability.

Tenant Screening
Landlords use alabama criminal history checks to evaluate rental applicants, aiming to
reduce property damage and maintain a safe living environment. Screening helps identify
individuals with histories of violence or property crimes.

Professional Licensing and Certification
Certain professions in Alabama require background checks as part of the licensing
process. This includes healthcare providers, educators, childcare workers, and law
enforcement officers. The checks ensure compliance with state standards and protect
public welfare.

Personal Background Checks
Individuals may request their own criminal history reports for various reasons, such as



verifying accuracy, legal proceedings, or personal safety concerns. Access to one’s record
enables correction of errors and informed decision-making.

Costs and Processing Times
The cost and processing time for an alabama criminal history check depend on the method
of request and the scope of the search. Official state checks generally involve standardized
fees and longer turnaround times, while third-party services may offer expedited options
at varying prices.

Typical Fee Structure

ALEA official checks: approximately $20 to $30 per request

Fingerprint processing fees: additional charges may apply

Third-party providers: fees range from $15 to $50 depending on services

Processing Timeframes
Official state criminal history checks usually take between 2 to 4 weeks due to fingerprint
verification and manual processing. Online or third-party checks can deliver results within
minutes to a few days, depending on the depth of the search and data availability.

Limitations and Accuracy of Criminal History
Checks
While alabama criminal history checks are valuable, they have certain limitations that
users should understand. No background check guarantees complete accuracy or
comprehensiveness, and results must be interpreted cautiously.

Potential Gaps in Records
Some criminal records may not be included due to jurisdictional differences,
expungements, or errors in data reporting. Federal offenses and crimes committed outside
Alabama will not appear unless specifically searched through national databases.



Accuracy and Updates
Records depend on timely and accurate reporting by law enforcement and courts. Delays
or mistakes can affect the completeness of a background check. Regular updates and
verification are necessary for critical uses such as employment decisions.

Legal Restrictions on Use
Certain uses of criminal history information are restricted by law to prevent discrimination
or invasion of privacy. Understanding these legal boundaries ensures responsible and
lawful handling of background check results.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an Alabama criminal history check?
An Alabama criminal history check is a background screening process that provides
information about an individual's criminal records within the state of Alabama.

How can I request an Alabama criminal history check?
You can request an Alabama criminal history check through the Alabama Law
Enforcement Agency (ALEA) either online, by mail, or in person.

What information is required to perform an Alabama
criminal history check?
Typically, you need to provide the full name, date of birth, and sometimes a fingerprint or
other identifying information to perform an Alabama criminal history check.

Is an Alabama criminal history check the same as a
national background check?
No, an Alabama criminal history check only covers records within Alabama, while a
national background check includes records from multiple states and federal databases.

How long does it take to get results from an Alabama
criminal history check?
Processing times vary but usually range from a few days to a couple of weeks, depending
on the method of request and workload.



Are Alabama criminal history checks available to the
general public?
Yes, most Alabama criminal history checks are available to the general public, though
certain restrictions may apply depending on the purpose.

Can employers require an Alabama criminal history
check for job applicants?
Yes, employers in Alabama can require criminal history checks as part of the hiring
process, subject to state and federal laws.

Is fingerprinting required for an Alabama criminal
history check?
Fingerprinting is often required for a more comprehensive or official criminal history
check in Alabama, especially for employment or licensing purposes.

How much does an Alabama criminal history check
cost?
The cost varies depending on the type of check and method of submission, typically
ranging from $25 to $50.

Can I dispute incorrect information found in my
Alabama criminal history check?
Yes, if you find incorrect information, you can contact the Alabama Law Enforcement
Agency or the reporting agency to request a correction or dispute the record.

Additional Resources
1. Alabama Crime Chronicles: A History of Law and Order
This book delves into Alabama's criminal past, exploring notable cases and the evolution of
the state's justice system. It provides readers with a comprehensive overview of how crime
and law enforcement have shaped Alabama's communities. Through detailed accounts and
historical analysis, the book sheds light on prominent criminal figures and landmark legal
reforms.

2. Behind the Badge: Alabama's Law Enforcement Legacy
Focusing on the men and women who have served in Alabama's police forces, this book
examines the challenges and triumphs of maintaining law and order. It includes stories of
bravery, corruption, and reform within the state's criminal justice system. Readers gain
insight into how criminal history checks have become vital tools in law enforcement.

3. Criminal Records and Background Checks in Alabama: A Practical Guide



This guide offers an in-depth look at the procedures and importance of conducting
criminal history checks in Alabama. It explains the legal framework surrounding
background checks and how they affect employment, housing, and other areas. The book
is a valuable resource for employers, legal professionals, and individuals seeking to
understand Alabama's criminal records system.

4. Notorious Crimes of Alabama: True Stories and Legal Outcomes
A collection of some of the most infamous crimes committed in Alabama, this book
narrates the events and subsequent legal proceedings. It highlights how criminal history
checks played a role in investigations and prosecutions. The book is both engaging and
educational, providing context to Alabama's criminal justice practices.

5. Alabama's Criminal Justice System: Past, Present, and Future
Examining the structure and evolution of Alabama's criminal justice system, this book
discusses the impact of criminal history records on sentencing and rehabilitation. It also
explores contemporary issues such as reform efforts and technological advancements in
record-keeping. The author offers predictions and recommendations for improving justice
in Alabama.

6. Unlocking Alabama's Criminal Records: A Citizen's Handbook
Designed for everyday citizens, this handbook explains how to access and interpret
criminal history checks in Alabama. It details the types of records available, privacy
considerations, and steps to request information. The book empowers readers to make
informed decisions when dealing with criminal background data.

7. The Role of Criminal History Checks in Alabama's Employment Law
This book explores the intersection of criminal records and employment in Alabama,
focusing on legal rights and employer responsibilities. It discusses how criminal history
checks influence hiring decisions and the protections in place to prevent discrimination.
Case studies illustrate the practical implications for workers and businesses alike.

8. Alabama Prison System and Criminal Backgrounds: An Insider’s Perspective
Offering a detailed look at Alabama's prison system, this book connects inmate
backgrounds to incarceration trends and recidivism rates. It reveals how criminal history
checks are used in various correctional processes and parole decisions. The author, a
former corrections official, provides unique insights into rehabilitation challenges.

9. Historical Crimes and Punishments in Alabama: From Frontier to Modern Day
This historical account traces the development of criminal law enforcement in Alabama
from its early days to the present. It discusses how criminal records have been maintained
and utilized over time. The book provides a fascinating perspective on how Alabama's
criminal history check practices have evolved alongside societal changes.
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