
alfred hitchcock presents episode guide
alfred hitchcock presents episode guide serves as an essential resource for fans and
scholars of classic television, offering detailed insights into one of the most iconic
anthology series in TV history. This series, hosted by the legendary filmmaker Alfred
Hitchcock, aired from 1955 to 1965 and featured a wide array of suspenseful, thrilling,
and sometimes macabre stories. The episode guide provides valuable information about
each installment, including air dates, plot summaries, cast members, and notable
production details. This article presents a comprehensive overview of the series’ structure,
highlights key episodes, and explores the show's impact on the thriller and mystery
genres. Whether you are a casual viewer or a dedicated Hitchcock aficionado, this episode
guide will enhance your appreciation of the show’s storytelling mastery and stylistic
innovation. Below is the table of contents outlining the main sections covered.
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Series Overview and Historical Context
The television series Alfred Hitchcock Presents debuted in 1955 as an anthology program
featuring suspenseful and psychologically thrilling narratives. Created and hosted by
Alfred Hitchcock, the show became a pioneering example of the anthology format on
American television. Each episode presented a standalone story, often with a twist ending,
and was introduced by Hitchcock himself, whose dry wit and distinctive presence added to
the series’ unique charm.

The series initially aired on CBS and later moved to NBC, running for seven seasons with a
total of 268 episodes. Its success was due in part to Hitchcock’s established reputation as
a master of suspense cinema, as well as the quality of writing, directing, and acting
showcased in each episode. The show played a significant role in shaping television’s
approach to suspense and mystery storytelling during the 1950s and 1960s.

Season-by-Season Episode Breakdown
The alfred hitchcock presents episode guide is organized by season, each containing
numerous episodes that explore a wide variety of suspenseful themes. Below is an
overview of the seasons and their episode counts, followed by some notable entries from



each period.

Season 1 (1955–1956)
The inaugural season introduced audiences to the show's signature format, with 32
episodes that set the tone for future installments. Early episodes featured crime,
psychological drama, and dark humor.

Season 2 (1956–1957)
Building on the success of the first season, Season 2 continued to deliver unexpected
twists and featured more prominent guest stars. This season contains 39 episodes.

Season 3 (1957–1958)
Season 3 maintained the anthology’s high quality, introducing more complex plots and a
deeper exploration of moral ambiguity. It comprised 37 episodes.

Season 4 (1958–1959)
This season featured 32 episodes and saw Hitchcock’s increasing involvement in the
show’s production and promotion. The narratives ranged from eerie to ironic.

Season 5 (1959–1960)
With 32 episodes, Season 5 included some of the series’ most memorable stories and
notable guest appearances, further solidifying its reputation.

Season 6 (1960–1961)
Season 6, consisting of 34 episodes, marked the continuation of strong storytelling, with
episodes exploring darker psychological themes and more sophisticated twists.

Season 7 (1961–1962)
The final season under the original title included 32 episodes before the series was
rebranded as The Alfred Hitchcock Hour, which featured longer episodes.



Notable Episodes and Guest Stars
The alfred hitchcock presents episode guide highlights many episodes that stand out
for their storytelling, direction, and performances. Several episodes have become classics
of the genre.

"Lamb to the Slaughter" (Season 3, Episode 28) – A darkly comedic story about a
woman who cleverly covers up a murder with a frozen leg of lamb.

"The Glass Eye" (Season 1, Episode 7) – A suspenseful tale involving deception and
murder centered around a woman with a glass eye.

"The Man from the South" (Season 1, Episode 15) – Based on a Roald Dahl story,
this episode involves a sinister bet involving a lighter and a finger.

"Revenge" (Season 1, Episode 1) – The very first episode that set the tone for the
series, featuring themes of justice and retribution.

"The Sorcerer's Apprentice" (Season 7, Episode 3) – A chilling story about a man
who learns dark magic with unexpected consequences.

The series also attracted numerous esteemed guest stars, such as Robert Redford, James
Mason, Agnes Moorehead, and Helen Hayes, who brought depth and gravitas to the
anthology’s varied roles.

Production and Directorial Highlights
The production of Alfred Hitchcock Presents is notable for its efficient use of budget and
time, often shooting episodes within a week. Hitchcock’s involvement went beyond
hosting; he contributed to the creative direction and sometimes appeared in brief cameo
roles.

The show featured a roster of talented directors, writers, and producers, which helped
maintain its consistent quality. Writers like Robert Bloch and Richard Levinson
contributed scripts, while directors such as Robert Stevens and Herschel Daugherty
brought a cinematic style to the television format.

Distinctive production elements included Hitchcock’s trademark introductions and
conclusions, which often provided ironic commentary or foreshadowing, enhancing the
suspense and engagement of each episode.

Legacy and Influence of Alfred Hitchcock
Presents
The impact of alfred hitchcock presents episode guide extends well beyond its original



broadcast years. The series set a standard for suspense anthology television and
influenced many subsequent shows in the thriller, mystery, and horror genres.

Its approach to storytelling, characterized by twist endings, moral complexities, and
psychological tension, has been emulated in various forms of media. The show also helped
popularize the anthology format, paving the way for modern series that use episodic
narratives to explore different themes and characters.

Moreover, the series contributed significantly to Alfred Hitchcock’s legacy, showcasing his
ability to translate cinematic suspense techniques into the television medium. The show
remains a subject of study for its narrative innovations and its role in the history of
television entertainment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Alfred Hitchcock Presents' about?
'Alfred Hitchcock Presents' is an anthology television series featuring suspenseful and
thrilling stories, often with a twist ending, hosted by Alfred Hitchcock.

How many episodes are there in 'Alfred Hitchcock
Presents'?
The original series of 'Alfred Hitchcock Presents' aired from 1955 to 1965 and includes a
total of 268 episodes over 10 seasons.

Where can I find a complete episode guide for 'Alfred
Hitchcock Presents'?
Complete episode guides for 'Alfred Hitchcock Presents' can be found on websites like
IMDb, TV Guide, or dedicated fan sites such as epguides.com.

Are there any notable episodes of 'Alfred Hitchcock
Presents' I should watch first?
Notable episodes include 'Lamb to the Slaughter,' 'The Glass Eye,' and 'Revenge,' which
showcase Hitchcock's signature suspense and dark humor.

Did Alfred Hitchcock direct every episode of 'Alfred
Hitchcock Presents'?
No, Alfred Hitchcock did not direct every episode; he served primarily as the host and
producer, with various directors handling the individual episodes.



Is there a revival or remake of 'Alfred Hitchcock
Presents'?
Yes, there was a revival series titled 'Alfred Hitchcock Presents' that aired from 1985 to
1989, featuring new stories while maintaining the original's suspenseful style.

Additional Resources
1. Alfred Hitchcock Presents: The Complete Episode Guide
This comprehensive guide offers detailed synopses and production notes for every episode
of the iconic TV series "Alfred Hitchcock Presents." It includes behind-the-scenes insights
and trivia, making it a valuable resource for fans and scholars alike. The book also
features rare photographs and original promotional materials.

2. The Alfred Hitchcock Hour Companion
Focusing on the extended format series that followed "Alfred Hitchcock Presents," this
companion book provides episode summaries, critical analyses, and background
information on the stories and actors. It explores the evolution of Hitchcock’s television
work and its impact on the thriller genre.

3. Master of Suspense: Alfred Hitchcock’s Television Legacy
This volume examines Hitchcock’s influence on television, with a special emphasis on his
anthology series. It includes an episode guide combined with essays on the themes, style,
and cultural significance of his TV productions, offering a scholarly perspective on his
work.

4. The Hitchcock Presents Anthology: Stories Behind the Episodes
Delving into the original short stories and literary sources that inspired many episodes,
this book connects the dots between classic literature and Hitchcock’s adaptations. It
provides readers with context about the authors and the narrative changes made for
television.

5. Alfred Hitchcock Presents: Visual Style and Storytelling
This book analyzes the distinctive visual techniques and narrative structures used in the
series. With frame-by-frame breakdowns of selected episodes, it highlights Hitchcock’s
mastery of suspense and his innovative approach to televised storytelling.

6. The Complete Scripts of Alfred Hitchcock Presents
For the script enthusiast, this collection compiles scripts from numerous episodes,
showcasing Hitchcock’s precise direction and the clever dialogue that defined the show. It
serves as a resource for writers and directors interested in the craft of suspense writing.

7. Behind the Curtain: The Making of Alfred Hitchcock Presents
Offering interviews with cast, crew, and historians, this book reveals the production
challenges and creative processes behind the series. It includes anecdotes about casting
decisions, filming locations, and Hitchcock’s involvement in each episode.

8. Alfred Hitchcock Presents: A Cultural History
This title situates the TV series within the broader context of 1950s and 1960s American



culture. It discusses how the show reflected and influenced societal attitudes, and how
Hitchcock’s brand of suspense resonated with contemporary audiences.

9. The Art of Alfred Hitchcock Presents: Posters and Promotional Materials
A visual celebration of the series, this book collects original posters, lobby cards, and
promotional artwork. It explores the marketing strategies used to attract viewers and how
graphic design contributed to the show’s iconic status.
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