
active the metamorphosis chapter one
answer key
Active the Metamorphosis Chapter One Answer Key

Franz Kafka’s “The Metamorphosis” is a seminal work in the canon of 20th-
century literature. The novella opens with an extraordinary premise: Gregor
Samsa, a traveling salesman, awakens one morning to find himself transformed
into a gigantic insect. This startling transformation sets the stage for a
profound exploration of alienation, identity, and the human condition. In
this article, we will delve into Chapter One of “The Metamorphosis,”
providing an answer key to guide readers through the key themes, characters,
and events of this iconic text.

Summary of Chapter One

Chapter One introduces us to Gregor Samsa’s new reality. As he struggles to
comprehend his transformation, we learn about his life, his family, and the
societal pressures he faces.

Key Events

1. Gregor’s Awakening: The chapter begins with Gregor’s bewildered
realization of his transformation. He reflects on his inability to get out of
bed and how this will affect his job.

2. Family Dynamics: We are introduced to Gregor’s family, including his
father, mother, and sister, Grete. Their reactions to his transformation
provide insight into their relationships and their dependence on Gregor’s
earnings.

3. Societal Expectations: Gregor’s role as the breadwinner is emphasized as
he worries about his job and the implications of his inability to work. This
reflects broader themes of duty and societal expectations.

4. The Initial Reactions: The chapter culminates in the family’s shock and
horror at Gregor’s new form, highlighting their initial response to his
transformation.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in “The Metamorphosis” is essential for grasping



the deeper meanings of the text.

Gregor Samsa

- Role: The protagonist and tragic figure of the novella.
- Traits: Gregor is depicted as a diligent worker and a caring son, but his
transformation into an insect symbolizes his feelings of worthlessness and
alienation.
- Development: As the story progresses, Gregor’s sense of identity is
challenged, leading to profound changes in his interactions with his family.

The Samsa Family

1. Grete Samsa:
- Initially shows compassion towards Gregor, taking on the role of caretaker.
- Her character evolves, reflecting the strain of the family's new reality.

2. Mr. Samsa:
- Represents authority and traditional values.
- His reaction to Gregor reveals societal attitudes towards those who are
different or unable to contribute.

3. Mrs. Samsa:
- Embodies maternal concern but also reflects societal pressures.
- Her emotional responses to Gregor’s condition reveal the complexities of
familial love and obligation.

Themes and Symbols

Kafka’s novella is rich with themes and symbols that deepen the narrative.

Alienation and Isolation

- Gregor’s transformation serves as a metaphor for alienation, both from his
family and society.
- His inability to communicate and connect with others highlights the
isolation many individuals feel in modern society.

Identity and Selfhood

- The struggle between Gregor’s human identity and his new insect form raises



questions about what it means to be human.
- The novella explores the disconnect between one’s self-perception and how
one is perceived by others.

Family and Duty

- The dynamics within the Samsa family illustrate the burdens of familial
obligation.
- Gregor’s role as the breadwinner underscores the expectations placed on
individuals to fulfill certain societal roles.

Symbols

1. The Insect:
- Represents Gregor’s loss of identity and humanity.
- Serves as a physical manifestation of his internal struggles.

2. The Door:
- Symbolizes the barrier between Gregor and the outside world.
- Represents both his desire for connection and the family’s fear of his
transformation.

3. The Furniture:
- The way the family treats Gregor’s room, filled with furniture, signifies
how they view him as a burden.
- As the story progresses, the removal of furniture reflects their growing
estrangement.

Discussion Questions

To deepen your understanding of Chapter One, consider the following
discussion questions:

1. How does Gregor’s transformation affect his perception of himself?
2. In what ways do the reactions of his family members reveal their true
feelings toward Gregor?
3. What does Gregor’s concern about his job and societal expectations say
about the pressures faced by individuals in the workforce?
4. How does Kafka’s portrayal of Gregor’s transformation challenge
conventional notions of identity and humanity?
5. What role does isolation play in shaping the narrative of “The
Metamorphosis”?



Conclusion

Chapter One of “The Metamorphosis” serves as a powerful introduction to
Kafka’s exploration of existential themes through the lens of a surreal
narrative. The transformation of Gregor Samsa not only sets the stage for the
unfolding tragedy but also invites readers to reflect on broader societal
issues, familial relationships, and the nature of identity. By examining the
key events, characters, themes, and symbols presented in this chapter,
readers can engage more deeply with Kafka’s work and appreciate its lasting
impact on literature and philosophical thought. As we continue to explore the
subsequent chapters, the questions raised in this chapter will resonate,
prompting further contemplation on the complexities of the human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main event that occurs in Chapter One of
'The Metamorphosis'?
In Chapter One, Gregor Samsa wakes up to find himself transformed into a
large insect.

How does Gregor initially react to his
transformation in Chapter One?
Gregor is initially confused and struggles to understand his new body, but he
quickly begins to worry about missing work.

What concerns Gregor in Chapter One regarding his
job?
Gregor is worried about losing his job as a traveling salesman and feels
guilty for not being able to support his family.

How does Gregor's family react to his transformation
in Chapter One?
Gregor's family is shocked and horrified when they discover his
transformation, and they express concern about how it will affect their
lives.

What does Gregor think about his life and
responsibilities in Chapter One?
Gregor reflects on the sacrifices he has made for his family and feels



trapped in his role as the primary breadwinner.

What is the significance of Gregor's inability to
communicate in Chapter One?
Gregor's inability to communicate symbolizes his isolation and alienation
from his family and society.

How does the narrative style of Chapter One
contribute to the story's themes?
The narrative style combines surrealism with realism, emphasizing themes of
identity, isolation, and the absurdity of life.

What does Gregor's room represent in Chapter One?
Gregor's room represents his confinement and the restrictions placed on him
by his family and society.
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