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Advanced Dungeons and Dragons Player Handbook 2nd Edition is a cornerstone of tabletop role-
playing games, enhancing the Dungeons and Dragons experience since its release in 1989. This
comprehensive guidebook serves as a vital resource for players and dungeon masters alike, offering a
plethora of rules, character options, and gameplay mechanics that have defined the framework of
role-playing in the D&D universe. Its contributions to the AD&D system cannot be overstated, as it has
shaped countless gaming sessions and forged legendary campaigns over the years.

History and Context

The Advanced Dungeons and Dragons Player Handbook 2nd Edition was published as a revision to the
original AD&D rules set forth by Gary Gygax and Dave Arneson in the 1970s. The evolution into the
second edition aimed to streamline gameplay while expanding character options and enhancing the
overall gaming experience.

- Release Date: 1989
- Publisher: TSR, Inc.
- Authors: David "Zeb" Cook, with contributions from a team of writers

This edition was born out of a desire to rectify some of the complexities and ambiguities present in
the first edition. It sought to be more accessible to newcomers while retaining the depth that long-
time players appreciated.

Core Features of the Player Handbook

The Advanced Dungeons and Dragons Player Handbook 2nd Edition is characterized by several core
features that define its utility in gameplay. Below are some of the critical elements included in the
handbook:

Character Creation

One of the primary functions of the Player Handbook is to guide players through the character
creation process. This section introduces a variety of races and classes, allowing for diverse character
options.

- Races: Players can choose from classic races such as:
- Humans
- Elves
- Dwarves
- Halflings



- Gnomes
- Half-Orcs

- Classes: Each race can be paired with various classes, including:
- Fighter
- Wizard
- Cleric
- Thief
- Bard
- Paladin
- Ranger
- Druid

- Ability Scores: Players roll for or allocate their character's ability scores, which include Strength,
Dexterity, Constitution, Intelligence, Wisdom, and Charisma. These scores influence everything from
combat effectiveness to spellcasting abilities.

Skills and Proficiencies

The second edition introduced a more refined approach to skills and proficiencies, allowing players to
further customize their characters.

- Non-Weapon Proficiencies: This section details skills that characters can acquire, reflecting their
background and training. Examples include:
- Animal Handling
- Herbalism
- Riding
- Stealth

These proficiencies add depth to characters and encourage players to think creatively about their
roles within the game.

Combat Mechanics

The combat system in the Advanced Dungeons and Dragons Player Handbook 2nd Edition was also
refined for better flow and understanding.

- Initiative: Initiative determines the order of turns in combat, enhancing strategic planning.
- Attack Rolls: Players roll a twenty-sided die (d20) to determine if their attacks hit.
- Armor Class: A character's armor class (AC) is the target number that must be rolled or exceeded to
successfully land an attack.

This structured approach to combat ensures that players can engage in tactical battles while
maintaining the narrative flow of the game.



Magic System

Magic plays a critical role in the D&D universe, and the Player Handbook offers extensive rules on
spellcasting.

Spell Lists

The handbook contains various spell lists for different classes, detailing the spells available to wizards,
clerics, and other magic-using classes. Each spell includes:

- Level: The spell's level indicates its power and the level at which a character must be to cast it.
- Components: Spells may require verbal, somatic, or material components to cast.
- Effects: A description of what the spell does, including damage dealt, area of effect, and duration.

Spell Mechanics

Understanding how spells function is crucial for players:

- Spell Slots: Each class has a limited number of spell slots that dictate how many spells can be
prepared or cast in a day.
- Saving Throws: Targets of spells may make saving throws to resist effects, adding an element of
strategy for both the caster and their opponents.

Character Advancement

As characters progress through adventures, they gain experience points (XP) and level up, becoming
more powerful and versatile.

Experience Points

Players earn XP through various means:

- Defeating Monsters: Combat experience is a significant source of XP.
- Completing Quests: Successfully finishing quests and objectives rewards players with additional
points.
- Role-Playing: Engaging in the narrative, making impactful decisions, and contributing to character
development can also yield XP.

Leveling Up



Upon reaching certain XP thresholds, characters level up, allowing them to:

- Increase ability scores
- Gain new spells or abilities
- Improve combat skills and defenses

This progression system is essential for player engagement and motivation, driving the desire for
adventure and exploration.

Game Master Guidance

While primarily focused on players, the Advanced Dungeons and Dragons Player Handbook 2nd
Edition also provides insights and advice for dungeon masters (DMs).

Dungeon Master Advice

The handbook offers practical tips for DMs, including:

- World-Building: Creating a believable and immersive game world that captivates players.
- Encounter Design: Crafting engaging combat scenarios and challenges that test player skills.
- Balancing Gameplay: Ensuring that encounters are challenging yet fair, maintaining player
enjoyment.

Running the Game

The Player Handbook includes guidance on how to run a session, including:

- Session Structure: Organizing the flow of gameplay, including exploration, combat, and role-playing.
- Player Engagement: Techniques for keeping players involved and invested in the story.

Conclusion

The Advanced Dungeons and Dragons Player Handbook 2nd Edition has left an indelible mark on the
tabletop gaming landscape. Its comprehensive rules, character options, and gameplay mechanics
have empowered generations of players to embark on epic quests, forge friendships, and create
lasting memories. Whether you are a seasoned player or new to the game, this handbook remains a
vital resource, ensuring that the spirit of adventure continues to thrive in the hearts of all who dare to
explore its pages. As the world of Dungeons and Dragons continues to evolve, the legacy of this
Player Handbook endures, inspiring countless stories and new adventures in fantastical realms.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main differences between the 2nd edition
Player's Handbook and the 1st edition?
The 2nd edition Player's Handbook streamlined rules, improved character customization options, and
introduced new classes and races, making the game more accessible and balanced.

What new character classes were introduced in the 2nd
edition Player's Handbook?
The 2nd edition introduced several new character classes including the Bard, which emphasized
versatility and performance, and the Thief-Acrobat, focusing on agility and acrobatic skills.

How does the alignment system work in the 2nd edition
Player's Handbook?
The alignment system consists of nine alignments, combining ethical (Lawful, Neutral, Chaotic) and
moral (Good, Neutral, Evil) axes, which guide player character behavior and interactions.

What are the key races available to players in the 2nd edition
Player's Handbook?
Key races include Humans, Elves, Dwarves, Halflings, Gnomes, and Half-Elves, each with unique
abilities and traits that influence gameplay and character development.

Are there any significant changes to magic and spellcasting in
the 2nd edition Player's Handbook?
Yes, the 2nd edition revised spell lists, introduced schools of magic, and clarified spellcasting
mechanics, making it easier for players to understand and use magic in their campaigns.

What is the significance of the 'non-weapon proficiency'
system in the 2nd edition?
The non-weapon proficiency system allows characters to acquire skills outside of combat, enhancing
role-playing opportunities and character depth through specialized abilities.

How does character advancement differ in the 2nd edition
Player's Handbook?
Character advancement in 2nd edition emphasizes experience points gained through role-playing,
quest completion, and overcoming challenges, rather than just combat, promoting a more holistic
approach to character growth.



What are some iconic spells from the 2nd edition Player's
Handbook?
Iconic spells include Fireball, Cure Light Wounds, and Invisibility, which have become staples in
Dungeons & Dragons gameplay and are widely recognized by players.

How does the 2nd edition Player's Handbook address
character creation?
Character creation in 2nd edition is more flexible, allowing players to choose from various races,
classes, and backgrounds, and includes detailed guidelines for generating attributes and skills.

What resources are recommended for players using the 2nd
edition Player's Handbook?
Recommended resources include the Dungeon Master's Guide, Monster Manual, and various
campaign settings like Forgotten Realms and Dragonlance, which provide additional lore and
gameplay options.
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