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Advance Wars is a turn-based tactical game series that combines strategy, resource
management, and unit deployment. Originally released by Intelligent Systems and
Nintendo, it has garnered a dedicated fanbase due to its engaging gameplay, charming
graphics, and deep strategic elements. This guide aims to provide players with
comprehensive strategies and tips to improve their gameplay, whether they're new to the
series or seasoned veterans looking to refine their skills.

Understanding the Basics of Advance Wars

Before diving into advanced strategies, it's essential to grasp the fundamental mechanics of
Advance Wars. The game is played on a grid-based map, where players control units with
various capabilities and strengths. Here are the core elements to understand:

Units and Their Types

1. Infantry: Basic ground units with low cost and moderate mobility. They capture cities and
bases.

2. Mech: Similar to infantry but has better defense and attack power. They are ideal for
holding ground.

3. Tank: Strong armored units with high attack and decent mobility. They can deal
significant damage to most infantry units.

4. Artillery: Long-range units that can attack from a distance. They are vulnerable in close
combat.

5. Air Units: Include fighters and bombers that can strike from above and evade some
ground attacks.

6. Naval Units: Essential for maps with water; they can dominate land units but need
support to deal with air forces.

Understanding the strengths and weaknesses of each unit type is crucial for building an
effective strategy.

Map Control and Objectives

Each map has specific objectives, such as capturing the enemy's headquarters or
destroying all enemy units. Control of the map is vital as it allows you to dictate the pace of
the game. Players should focus on:

- Capturing Cities: They provide funds to build more units.
- Securing Bases: Bases allow players to deploy units closer to the front lines.
- Controlling Key Terrain: High ground and chokepoints can give players a tactical



advantage.

Building Your Strategy

Developing a successful strategy involves combining unit management, positioning, and
foresight. Here are some essential strategies to keep in mind:

Unit Composition

A balanced unit composition is key to versatility on the battlefield. Consider the following
when building your army:

- Diversity: Mix infantry, armor, air, and artillery to cover various combat scenarios.
- Counter Units: Always include units that can counter potential enemy threats, such as
anti-air units against air assaults.

Positioning and Terrain

Terrain plays a critical role in Advance Wars. The type of terrain can significantly affect
movement, attack strength, and defense. Here’s how to use it to your advantage:

- High Ground: Position units on mountains or elevated terrain to boost their attack range
and defense.

- Forests and Cities: Use these areas to shield your units from enemy attacks while
capturing resources.

- Water: Use naval units effectively to control waterways, but ensure you have adequate air
support to protect them.

Resource Management

Managing your funds is crucial for success. Here are some tips to optimize resource
allocation:

- Capture Early: Focus on capturing cities and bases early in the game to increase your
income.

- Prioritize Spending: Invest in units that counter your opponent’s strategy. If your enemy
favors air units, allocate funds for anti-air units.

- Consider Unit Lifespan: Avoid overcommitting to expensive units that may be easily
countered or destroyed.



Advanced Tactics

As players become more comfortable with the game, they can employ advanced tactics to
outsmart their opponents.

Blitzkrieg Strategy

The Blitzkrieg strategy involves rapid, aggressive attacks to overwhelm the opponent.
Here’s how to execute it:

1. Rapid Deployment: Use bases to quickly deploy units to the front lines.

2. Overwhelm: Launch coordinated attacks on multiple fronts to confuse and stretch the
enemy’s defenses.

3. Surround: Encircle key enemy units to cut off their retreat and eliminate them effectively.

Defensive Play

Sometimes, playing defensively can lead to victory, especially against aggressive
opponents. Consider the following:

- Funnel Enemies: Use terrain to create chokepoints where the enemy can only attack from
one direction.

- Hold Key Locations: Maintain control of cities and bases to ensure a steady income while
your opponent exhausts their resources.

- Counterattack: Lure your opponent into a vulnerable position and then launch a surprise
counteroffensive.

Understanding CO Powers

Commanding Officers (COs) play a significant role in Advance Wars, each possessing unique
abilities that can turn the tide of battle. Understanding how to utilize CO powers effectively
is essential.

Choosing the Right CO

Different COs provide various bonuses:
- Offensive COs: Boost attack power for aggressive strategies.
- Defensive COs: Enhance unit defense, making them ideal for holding positions.

- Balanced COs: Provide moderate bonuses for flexibility.

Select a CO that complements your overall strategy and unit composition.



Timing CO Powers

Using CO powers at the right moment can be the difference between victory and defeat:

- Early Game: Use CO powers to gain a quick advantage in the initial skirmishes.
- Mid-Game: Save CO powers for crucial moments when you need to turn the tide.
- Late Game: Deploy them to secure victory as the game nears its conclusion.

Practice and Adaptability

The key to mastering Advance Wars lies in consistent practice and the ability to adapt to
various situations. Here are some final tips:

- Learn from Losses: Analyze defeats to understand what strategies failed and why.

- Experiment with Different COs and Units: Trying out various combinations can reveal new
tactics and strategies.

- Stay Flexible: Always be prepared to adjust your strategy based on the opponent’s moves
and the evolving battlefield.

Conclusion

Advance Wars is a game rich in strategy, requiring players to think critically and plan
ahead. By understanding the basics, developing solid strategies, employing advanced
tactics, and mastering CO powers, players can significantly enhance their gameplay
experience. Remember, practice is key, and with dedication, you can become a formidable
opponent in the world of Advance Wars. Happy strategizing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best strategies for managing resources in
Advance Wars?

Focus on capturing cities early to boost your income, prioritize building units that counter
your opponent's forces, and use your resources wisely to maintain a balanced army.

How can | effectively use terrain to my advantage in
Advance Wars?

Utilize high ground for defensive bonuses, place units in forests for concealment, and
control choke points to limit enemy movement and maximize your firepower.



What are some tips for playing each CO effectively in
Advance Wars?

Learn the strengths and weaknesses of each Commanding Officer (CO) to leverage their
unique abilities, and adapt your strategies based on their special powers and terrain
preferences.

How do | counter stronger units in Advance Wars?

Use swarming tactics with cheaper units to overwhelm stronger foes, deploy units that have
advantages against the enemy's unit types, and take advantage of terrain to minimize
damage.

What is the importance of unit positioning in Advance
Wars?

Proper unit positioning allows you to maximize attack range, minimize damage from enemy
counterattacks, and create defensive lines that protect your key units and objectives.

How can | improve my multiplayer performance in
Advance Wars?

Study your opponent’s playstyle, practice against Al to refine your strategies, and learn to
adapt quickly to the unpredictable nature of human opponents.

What are the best units for early-game dominance in
Advance Wars?

Infantry and Mech units are great for early-game captures and engagements, while Artillery
can provide long-range support to soften up enemy positions before a direct attack.

How do weather conditions affect gameplay in Advance
Wars?

Weather conditions can impact movement and visibility; for example, rain reduces visibility
for air units, while snow can slow down ground units, so plan your strategies accordingly.
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