afternoon tea at the ritz hotel london

Afternoon tea at The Ritz Hotel London is a quintessentially British experience that
combines elegance, tradition, and the finest culinary delights. This luxurious affair takes
place in the opulent Palm Court, renowned for its exquisite décor, superb service, and a
delightful atmosphere that transports guests to a world of sophistication. With a history
steeped in tradition and a reputation that attracts both locals and tourists, afternoon tea at
The Ritz has become an essential part of London’s social scene.

History of Afternoon Tea at The Ritz

Afternoon tea, a meal traditionally served between 3 PM and 5 PM, originated in the early
19th century. The concept is attributed to Anna Maria Russell, the Duchess of Bedford,
who found herself feeling peckish between lunch and dinner. She began inviting friends to
enjoy tea and snacks in the afternoon, leading to the popularization of this delightful
ritual.

The Ritz Hotel, opened in 1906, quickly became synonymous with luxury and elegance. In
1920, the hotel introduced its own version of afternoon tea, solidifying the tradition in the

heart of London. Over the years, The Ritz has maintained its reputation for excellence,
offering a refined experience that reflects the grandeur of its heritage.

The Experience

When you step into The Ritz for afternoon tea, you are greeted by a sense of timeless
elegance. The Palm Court, with its stunning chandeliers, plush seating, and beautiful floral
arrangements, creates a serene atmosphere for guests to unwind and indulge.

Reservations and Dress Code

Due to its popularity, reservations are highly recommended and often required well in
advance, especially during peak tourist seasons. The Ritz also has a strict dress code,
which enhances the overall experience. Guests are expected to adhere to the following
guidelines:

e Smart casual attire is required; no sportswear or flip-flops.

e Men should wear jackets and ties, while women should dress elegantly.

e Children aged 5 and above are welcome but should also adhere to the dress code.



The Menu

The afternoon tea menu at The Ritz is a delightful medley of traditional and contemporary
offerings, crafted by talented pastry chefs. The experience includes a selection of finger
sandwiches, freshly baked scones, a variety of pastries, and a vast selection of teas.

e Finger Sandwiches: The sandwiches are served on a variety of breads and include
classic combinations such as cucumber and cream cheese, smoked salmon, and egg
mayonnaise.

e Scones: The freshly baked scones are served warm, accompanied by clotted cream
and house-made preserves. The scones are a highlight of the tea, perfectly flaky and
rich.

e Pastries: A selection of delicate pastries showcases the skills of the pastry team,
often incorporating seasonal ingredients and artistic presentation.

e Teas: The Ritz offers an extensive tea menu, featuring a range of fine teas from
around the world. Guests can choose from classic blends, herbal varieties, and
unique house blends.

Special Dietary Requirements

The Ritz Hotel is attentive to the needs of its guests. Those with dietary restrictions or
preferences, such as gluten-free or vegan options, are encouraged to inform the staff upon
making a reservation. The culinary team is happy to accommodate various dietary needs
while maintaining the standards of excellence.

The Atmosphere

The ambiance of The Ritz's Palm Court is one of its most captivating features. The opulent
setting is enhanced by live piano music, which elevates the experience further. Guests
often find themselves engaging in lively conversation while enjoying the luxurious
surroundings.

Service Excellence

At The Ritz, service is paramount. The staff is impeccably trained, ensuring that every
guest feels special and attended to. From the moment guests arrive, they are greeted with
warmth and professionalism. The servers are knowledgeable about the menu and are
always ready to recommend the perfect tea or pastry to complement the meal.



Why Afternoon Tea at The Ritz is a Must-Do

For many, afternoon tea at The Ritz is more than just a meal; it is an experience that
encapsulates the essence of British culture and tradition. Here are some reasons why it
should be on your London itinerary:

1. Tradition: Experience a time-honored British tradition in an iconic setting.

2. Luxury: Indulge in a lavish atmosphere that embodies the elegance of The Ritz.

3. Culinary Delight: Savor expertly crafted food and a diverse selection of teas.

4. Memorable Moments: Create lasting memories with friends, family, or as a couple
in a romantic setting.

Tips for Enjoying Afternoon Tea at The Ritz

To ensure you have the best experience possible, consider the following tips:

e Arrive Early: Arriving a bit early allows you to soak in the atmosphere and capture
some beautiful photographs.

* Be Adventurous: Don’t hesitate to try different teas and pastries. The staff can
guide you through the menu if you're unsure what to choose.

e Take Your Time: Afternoon tea is meant to be savored. Take your time to enjoy
each course and engage in conversation.

¢ Ask Questions: If you have any queries about the menu or the history of the hotel,
feel free to ask the staff. They are knowledgeable and eager to share their insights.

Conclusion

Afternoon tea at The Ritz Hotel London is a luxurious and unforgettable experience that
offers a taste of British tradition in an elegant setting. From the beautifully presented food
to the impeccable service, every aspect is designed to provide guests with a memorable
occasion. Whether you are celebrating a special event or simply treating yourself to a
delightful afternoon, this iconic experience is not to be missed. Make a reservation, dress
to impress, and prepare to indulge in one of London’s most cherished traditions.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the traditional menu for afternoon tea at The
Ritz Hotel London?

The traditional afternoon tea menu at The Ritz includes a selection of finely cut
sandwiches, freshly baked scones with clotted cream and preserves, a variety of pastries
and cakes, and a choice of over 18 different teas.

Is it necessary to make a reservation for afternoon tea
at The Ritz Hotel London?

Yes, it is highly recommended to make a reservation in advance, as afternoon tea at The
Ritz is extremely popular and can book up weeks in advance.

What is the dress code for afternoon tea at The Ritz
Hotel London?

The dress code for afternoon tea at The Ritz is smart casual. Gentlemen are required to
wear a jacket and tie, while guests are encouraged to dress elegantly.

Are there any special afternoon tea experiences offered
at The Ritz Hotel London?

Yes, The Ritz offers seasonal afternoon tea experiences, including themed teas that
celebrate holidays or special occasions, often featuring unique pastries and decor.

How much does afternoon tea cost at The Ritz Hotel
London?

As of 2023, the cost for afternoon tea at The Ritz starts around £65 per person, with prices
varying depending on the menu and any additional beverages like Champagne.

What is the history behind afternoon tea at The Ritz
Hotel London?

The Ritz Hotel London has been serving afternoon tea since it opened in 1906. It was
inspired by the tradition of afternoon tea popularized by Anna, the Duchess of Bedford, in
the early 19th century, and has since become a quintessential part of British culture.
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