actual size by steve jenkins

Actual Size by Steve Jenkins is a captivating children's book that combines art, science,
and education in a way that engages young readers while imparting valuable knowledge
about the animal kingdom. Published in 2004, this unique picture book takes an innovative
approach by showcasing various animals at their actual size, allowing children to visualize
the true proportions of creatures they may only know from pictures or descriptions.
Jenkins, an acclaimed author and illustrator, uses his artistic talents and meticulous
research to create a book that is both informative and visually stunning.

Overview of the Book

Actual Size is designed for children aged 4 to 8, although its appeal extends to readers of
all ages. The book features a collection of animals presented in stunning cut-paper collage
illustrations that are striking and lifelike. Each page introduces a specific animal,
accompanied by a brief description and a depiction of the creature at its actual size. This
approach transforms the reading experience into an educational journey, as children learn
not only about the animals themselves but also about their sizes relative to one another
and to human beings.

Content Structure

The structure of Actual Size is straightforward yet effective. The book consists of several
sections, each dedicated to a particular animal. Key features of the content structure
include:

1. Animal Profiles: Each animal is introduced with a captivating illustration that showcases
its true size.

2. Informative Text: Brief text accompanies each illustration, providing interesting facts
about the animal’s habitat, behavior, and other unique characteristics.

3. Comparative Scale: The book often includes a visual scale that allows readers to
compare the size of the animal to familiar objects, such as a human hand or common
household items.

The Artistic Approach

Steve Jenkins is renowned for his distinctive collage techniques, which he employs
throughout Actual Size. His illustrations are not only visually appealing but also serve to
enhance the educational component of the book.



Collage Techniques

Jenkins utilizes a variety of materials to create his collages, including:

- Colored Paper: Different shades and textures are layered to create depth and dimension
in the illustrations.

- Cutting and Layering: Each piece is carefully cut and layered, resulting in a three-
dimensional effect that draws the eye and invites exploration.

- Attention to Detail: Jenkins meticulously researches each animal to ensure accuracy in
the representation of colors and features, making his illustrations both artistic and
scientifically sound.

Visual Impact

The visual impact of Actual Size is one of its most compelling aspects. Young readers are
often captivated by the striking images, which encourage them to explore the pages
further. The use of real sizes allows children to grasp the vast differences in animal sizes,
fostering curiosity and understanding about the natural world.

Educational Value

Actual Size is more than just a beautifully illustrated book; it is an educational tool that
provides numerous benefits for young readers.

Encouraging Curiosity and Discovery

The book engages children and encourages them to ask questions about the animals and
their environments. By presenting animals in their actual sizes, Jenkins prompts
discussions about:

- Animal Habitat: Where do these animals live? What are their natural environments like?
- Behavioral Traits: How do these animals behave? What are their unique adaptations to
their habitats?

- Conservation: What threats do these animals face? How can we help protect them?

Developing Measurement Skills

By showcasing animals at their actual sizes, the book introduces young readers to
concepts of measurement and scale. Children learn to compare sizes and understand the
significance of scale in the natural world. This can lead to fun, hands-on activities, such as
measuring objects around the house or in the classroom to see how they compare to the
sizes of the animals in the book.



Incorporating Science and Literacy

Actual Size effectively combines science and literacy, making it an ideal resource for
educators and parents. By reading the text and observing the illustrations, children
improve their reading and comprehension skills while gaining knowledge about biology
and zoology.

Key Animals Featured in the Book

Actual Size includes a variety of animals from different habitats around the world. Some of
the notable creatures featured in the book include:

1. The Blue Whale: The largest animal on Earth, its immense size is awe-inspiring.

2. The Giraffe: Known for its long neck, the giraffe's height is effectively conveyed through
Jenkins's illustration.

3. The Great White Shark: A formidable predator, the shark's size and features are
depicted in detail.

4. The Tarantula: This often-feared arachnid is illustrated alongside a human hand for
scale, showcasing its actual size.

5. The Hummingbird: In contrast to larger animals, the tiny hummingbird demonstrates
the diversity of sizes within the animal kingdom.

Each of these animals is presented with a unique perspective, allowing readers to
appreciate their individual characteristics and the ecosystems they inhabit.

Reception and Impact

Since its publication, Actual Size has received widespread acclaim from educators,
parents, and young readers alike. The book has won several awards and accolades,
including:

- Parents’ Choice Award: Recognizing the book as an outstanding educational resource for
children.

- Notable Children’s Book: Selected by the American Library Association for its quality and
contribution to children's literature.

The impact of Actual Size extends beyond its pages, inspiring children to develop a love
for reading, science, and nature. Many educators have incorporated the book into their

lesson plans, utilizing it as a springboard for discussions about wildlife, conservation, and
the importance of biodiversity.

Activities Inspired by the Book

To further engage children with the themes presented in Actual Size, parents and



educators can create related activities, such as:

- Animal Size Comparisons: Have children measure various objects and compare their
sizes to the animals in the book.

- Research Projects: Encourage children to choose an animal not featured in the book and
conduct research on its size, habitat, and conservation status.

- Art Projects: Allow children to create their own animal collages, utilizing similar
techniques to Jenkins’s artwork.

Conclusion

Actual Size by Steve Jenkins is a remarkable book that serves as both an educational
resource and a work of art. Its innovative approach to showcasing animals at their actual
sizes encourages curiosity, promotes literacy, and fosters a greater understanding of the
natural world. With its captivating illustrations and informative text, Actual Size is a
timeless addition to any child's bookshelf, inspiring future generations to appreciate and
protect the incredible diversity of life on our planet. Whether read at home or in the
classroom, this book has the potential to ignite a passion for learning and discovery in
young minds.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Actual Size' by Steve
Jenkins?

The main theme of 'Actual Size' is to explore the incredible diversity of animals and their
sizes in comparison to common objects, helping readers understand scale and proportions
in the natural world.

How does Steve Jenkins present animal sizes in 'Actual
Size'?
Steve Jenkins presents animal sizes through detailed cut-out illustrations that are created

to scale, allowing readers to visualize the actual size of various animals alongside familiar
objects.

What age group is 'Actual Size' by Steve Jenkins
targeted towards?

'Actual Size' is primarily targeted towards young children, typically in the ages of 4 to 8,
making it a great educational resource for early readers and those interested in wildlife.



What types of animals are featured in 'Actual Size'?

The book features a wide range of animals, including both familiar and exotic species such
as the blue whale, the giant squid, and the tarantula, showcasing their actual sizes.

Can 'Actual Size' be used as an educational tool in
classrooms?

'‘Actual Size' is an excellent educational tool in classrooms as it encourages discussions
about biology, animal habitats, and the importance of biodiversity while providing visual
comparisons to enhance understanding.

What unique artistic techniques does Steve Jenkins use
in 'Actual Size'?

Steve Jenkins uses techniques such as collage and layering with textured paper to create
vibrant and engaging illustrations that bring the animals to life and emphasize their size.
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