advanced placement united states history
2020 edition

Advanced Placement United States History 2020 Edition is a pivotal resource for high school
students aiming to excel in the rigorous AP U.S. History course. This edition, updated to reflect the
most current historical scholarship and educational practices, provides a comprehensive framework
for understanding the complex tapestry of American history. With its focus on analytical thinking,
critical reading, and writing skills, this course aims to prepare students for both the AP exam and
future academic endeavors.

Overview of the AP U.S. History Course

The Advanced Placement U.S. History (APUSH) course is designed for high school students who wish
to engage in a college-level curriculum. The 2020 edition has been structured to align with the
College Board'’s redesigned framework, emphasizing a deeper understanding of historical processes
and themes rather than a mere chronology of events. This course covers a broad spectrum of
American history from pre-Columbian times to the present, integrating social, political, economic, and
cultural perspectives.

Key Themes and Concepts

The APUSH curriculum centers around several key themes that recur throughout American history.
These themes include:

1. American Identity: Exploring how various factors such as race, class, gender, and culture shape the
American identity.

2. Politics and Power: Understanding the development of political institutions and the various
struggles for power throughout history.

3. Work, Exchange, and Technology: Examining the evolution of the American economy and its impact
on society.

4. Culture and Society: Analyzing the influences of art, religion, and philosophy on American values
and social structures.

5. Migration and Settlement: Investigating the movements of people within and into America and how
these migrations have influenced societal developments.

6. Geography and the Environment: Understanding the interplay between the physical environment
and human activity throughout American history.

Exam Structure and Format

The AP U.S. History exam consists of two main sections: multiple-choice questions and free-response
questions. The exam is designed to test students' knowledge, analytical skills, and ability to articulate
historical arguments.



- Section I: Multiple-Choice Questions
- This section includes a series of questions based on historical texts, images, and maps. Students
must demonstrate their ability to analyze and interpret primary and secondary sources.

- Section II: Free-Response Questions

- This section is divided into two parts:

- Short Answer Questions: Students answer specific questions that require concise responses and
evidence-based reasoning.

- Long Essay Question: Students must develop a well-structured essay that responds to a historical
prompt, demonstrating their understanding of historical events and themes.

Resources for Success

To succeed in the AP U.S. History course and on the exam, students can utilize a variety of resources:

Textbooks and Study Guides

The 2020 edition of the AP U.S. History textbook is a primary resource, providing in-depth coverage of
important topics, key figures, and critical events. Supplementary study guides and review books can
also enhance understanding and retention of material.

Online Resources and Practice Tests

Numerous online platforms offer practice tests, quizzes, and interactive learning tools. Websites like
the College Board, AP Classroom, and various educational platforms provide practice questions and
instructional videos that cater to diverse learning styles.

Study Groups and Tutoring

Collaborative learning can significantly enhance comprehension. Forming study groups allows
students to discuss and debate historical concepts, while tutoring can provide personalized assistance
to address individual weaknesses.

Effective Study Strategies

To navigate the complexities of U.S. history, students should adopt effective study strategies:

Active Reading Techniques



- Annotation: Highlight key points, make notes in the margins, and summarize sections to enhance
comprehension.
- Questioning: Generate questions while reading to engage with the material actively.

Timelines and Concept Maps

Creating timelines of major events or concept maps to visualize connections between different
historical periods can help students grasp the broader context of U.S. history.

Practice Writing Skills

Regularly practicing essay writing is crucial. Students should focus on crafting clear thesis
statements, using evidence effectively, and organizing their essays coherently.

Challenges and Considerations

While the AP U.S. History course offers numerous benefits, it also presents challenges that students
must navigate:

Time Management

Balancing the demands of APUSH with other coursework and extracurricular activities can be
overwhelming. Students should develop a study schedule to allocate sufficient time for reading,
assignments, and review.

Content Density

The breadth of content covered can be daunting. Students must prioritize their studies and utilize
effective study techniques to retain information.

Test Anxiety

The pressure of performing well on the AP exam can lead to anxiety. Implementing stress-reduction
techniques, such as mindfulness practices and simulated testing environments, can help alleviate this
stress.



Conclusion

The Advanced Placement United States History 2020 Edition serves as an invaluable resource for
students aiming to delve deep into the complexities of American history. With its comprehensive
approach to historical themes, effective study strategies, and an emphasis on critical thinking and
analytical skills, this course not only prepares students for the AP exam but also equips them with
essential skills for their future academic journeys. By engaging with the material actively, utilizing
various resources, and honing their writing and analytical abilities, students can navigate the
challenges of this rigorous course and emerge with a richer understanding of the American past.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key themes of the AP United States History 2020
edition curriculum?

The key themes include American identity, politics and power, work, exchange, and technology,
culture and society, geography and the environment, and America in the world.

How does the AP United States History 2020 edition differ
from previous editions?

The 2020 edition includes updated content reflecting recent historiographical debates, revised sample
guestions, and a stronger emphasis on historical thinking skills.

What types of primary sources are emphasized in the AP
United States History 2020 edition?

The curriculum emphasizes diverse primary sources such as letters, speeches, legal documents, and
visual artifacts to help students develop critical analysis skills.

What are the recommended study strategies for students
using the AP United States History 2020 edition?

Students are encouraged to create a study schedule, engage in active reading, utilize flashcards for
key terms, and practice past exam questions to reinforce their understanding.

What is the format of the AP United States History exam as
outlined in the 2020 edition?

The exam consists of multiple-choice questions, short-answer questions, a document-based question
(DBQ), and a long essay question, assessing a range of skills.



How does the 2020 edition support diverse learners in AP
United States History?

The 2020 edition includes differentiated instruction strategies, diverse perspectives in historical
narratives, and resources for teachers to support all students effectively.

What role does historical context play in the AP United States
History 2020 edition?

Historical context is crucial as it helps students understand the causes and effects of events, trends,
and movements throughout U.S. history, fostering deeper analysis.

What are some common misconceptions about the AP United
States History 2020 edition?

Common misconceptions include the belief that the course only focuses on memorization of facts
rather than encouraging critical thinking and analysis of historical events.
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