
admission interview questions and answers

Admission interview questions and answers are crucial elements in the college admission process.

They provide an opportunity for applicants to showcase their personality, interests, and motivations

beyond what is presented in their application materials. Understanding the types of questions that

might be asked and preparing thoughtful responses can significantly enhance a candidate's chances of

success. This article delves into common admission interview questions, effective strategies for

answering them, and tips to make a lasting impression during the interview.

Understanding the Purpose of Admission Interviews

Admission interviews serve multiple purposes for schools and applicants alike:

- Assessment of Fit: Schools use interviews to gauge whether a candidate is a good match for their

culture and values.

- Personal Insight: Interviews allow admissions officers to learn more about an applicant's personality

and interests.

- Clarification of Application Materials: Candidates may have the opportunity to elaborate on

experiences or achievements mentioned in their applications.

- Opportunity to Ask Questions: Interviews provide a platform for applicants to inquire about the school,

its programs, and campus life.

Common Admission Interview Questions

While interviews can vary widely, there are several common questions that applicants can expect.

Here are some of the most frequently asked admission interview questions:



1. Tell Me About Yourself

This open-ended question allows candidates to introduce themselves and highlight their key attributes,

interests, and experiences.

Tip: Focus on your academic background, extracurricular activities, and what makes you unique.

Example Answer:

"I am a senior at XYZ High School, where I've been actively involved in the debate team and the

school newspaper. I have a passion for writing and communication, which has led me to pursue a

career in journalism. Outside of school, I volunteer at a local animal shelter, where I help coordinate

adoption events. I believe these experiences have shaped my desire to make a positive impact

through storytelling."

2. Why Are You Interested in This School?

This question assesses whether you have researched the institution and understand its offerings.

Tip: Mention specific programs, values, or opportunities that attract you to the school.

Example Answer:

"I am particularly drawn to your university because of its strong emphasis on experiential learning and

community engagement. The journalism program's focus on multimedia storytelling aligns perfectly with

my career goals. Additionally, I admire the university's commitment to diversity and inclusion, which is

something I value deeply."

3. What Are Your Strengths and Weaknesses?



This question gauges self-awareness and honesty.

Tip: Highlight strengths relevant to the program and present weaknesses that you are actively working

to improve.

Example Answer:

"My greatest strength is my ability to communicate effectively with others, whether through writing or

speaking. I believe this skill will be beneficial in collaborative environments. Conversely, one of my

weaknesses is my tendency to take on too many responsibilities at once. I am currently working on

prioritizing my commitments to avoid feeling overwhelmed."

4. Describe a Challenge You’ve Overcome

This question evaluates resilience and problem-solving skills.

Tip: Choose a specific challenge, explain how you approached it, and what you learned from the

experience.

Example Answer:

"Last year, I faced a significant challenge when I had to balance my academic workload with my

responsibilities in the debate team. During a particularly demanding semester, I learned to manage my

time effectively by creating a detailed schedule. This experience taught me the importance of

prioritization and seeking help when needed, which I believe will serve me well in college."

5. Where Do You See Yourself in Five Years?

This question explores your goals and aspirations.

Tip: Share your academic and career objectives while remaining flexible to new opportunities.



Example Answer:

"In five years, I hope to be pursuing a career in investigative journalism, working for a major

publication. I envision myself covering important social issues and contributing to meaningful change

through my writing. I am also open to the possibility of furthering my education through graduate

studies, depending on my experiences in the field."

Strategies for Answering Admission Interview Questions

To effectively answer admission interview questions, consider the following strategies:

1. Practice Active Listening

- Pay close attention to the interviewer’s questions.

- Take a moment to think before responding to ensure clarity and relevance.

2. Use the STAR Method

For behavioral questions, employ the STAR method:

- Situation: Briefly explain the context.

- Task: Describe your responsibility in that situation.

- Action: Detail the steps you took to address the task.

- Result: Share the outcome and what you learned.



3. Be Authentic

- Share genuine experiences and feelings.

- Avoid rehearsed or clichéd responses that may come off as insincere.

4. Prepare Questions

At the end of the interview, you will likely be prompted to ask questions. Prepare thoughtful inquiries

that demonstrate your interest in the school and its programs.

Examples of Questions to Ask:

- "Can you tell me more about the support available for students pursuing internships?"

- "What opportunities does the school provide for students to engage in research?"

Making a Lasting Impression

First impressions matter in admission interviews. Here are some tips to ensure you leave a positive

impact:

1. Dress Appropriately

- Choose professional attire that reflects the seriousness of the occasion.

- Ensure your appearance is neat and well-groomed.



2. Arrive on Time

- Plan your journey to the interview location and allow extra time for unforeseen delays.

- Arriving early demonstrates punctuality and respect for the interviewer’s time.

3. Exhibit Positive Body Language

- Maintain eye contact to convey confidence and engagement.

- Offer a firm handshake when greeting the interviewer.

4. Follow Up

- Send a thank-you email after the interview, expressing gratitude and reiterating your interest in the

school.

- This gesture reflects professionalism and appreciation.

Conclusion

Navigating admission interviews can be daunting, but with the right preparation and mindset,

applicants can present themselves confidently and authentically. By understanding common questions,

employing effective answering strategies, and making a lasting impression, candidates can enhance

their chances of securing a spot at their desired institution. Remember, the interview is not just a

chance for the school to assess you, but also an opportunity for you to determine if the school aligns

with your goals and values.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are common admission interview questions for graduate

programs?

Common questions include: 'Why do you want to pursue this program?', 'What are your career goals?',

and 'Can you discuss a challenge you faced and how you overcame it?'.

How can I prepare for an admission interview?

Research the program thoroughly, practice answers to common questions, prepare questions to ask

the interviewer, and conduct mock interviews with friends or mentors.

What is the best way to answer 'Tell me about yourself'?

Provide a concise summary of your academic background, relevant experiences, and how they relate

to your interest in the program, ending with your goals.

How should I respond to 'Why did you choose this school?'

Mention specific aspects of the school that attract you, such as faculty, curriculum, campus culture, or

unique opportunities that align with your goals.

What should I do if I don't know the answer to a question during the

interview?

It's okay to admit you don't know. You can express your willingness to learn or discuss related

knowledge or experiences instead.

How important is body language during an admission interview?

Body language is crucial; maintain eye contact, offer a firm handshake, sit up straight, and show



enthusiasm to convey confidence and engagement.

What types of questions should I ask the interviewer?

Ask about the program's strengths, opportunities for research or internships, alumni success, and how

the school supports student development.

How can I make a strong first impression during the interview?

Dress professionally, arrive on time, greet the interviewer warmly, and display a positive attitude to

create a favorable first impression.
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