
allan quatermain and the lost city of
gold
allan quatermain and the lost city of gold is a captivating adventure
narrative that has intrigued readers and audiences for decades. This story
follows the daring exploits of Allan Quatermain, a legendary hunter and
explorer, as he embarks on a perilous journey to discover a mythical city
filled with untold riches and ancient secrets. The tale combines elements of
adventure, mystery, and historical fiction, set against the backdrop of
unexplored African landscapes. Over time, "Allan Quatermain and the Lost City
of Gold" has inspired various adaptations, including films, literature, and
popular culture references. This article delves into the origins of the
story, its main themes, key characters, and the impact it has had on
adventure literature and media. The following sections provide a detailed
exploration of this enduring classic.
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Origins and Literary Background

Creation by H. Rider Haggard

The story of allan quatermain and the lost city of gold originates from the
works of H. Rider Haggard, a prolific British writer known for pioneering the
“Lost World” genre of adventure fiction. Published in the late 19th century,
the novel featuring Allan Quatermain introduced readers to the thrilling
possibilities of exploration into unknown territories. Haggard’s experience
in Africa and his fascination with indigenous cultures deeply influenced his
storytelling, lending authenticity to the narrative.



Context of the Era

The novel was written during the height of the British Empire, a period
marked by colonial expansion and exploration. The fascination with
undiscovered lands and ancient civilizations was common in Victorian
literature, reflecting contemporary interests in archaeology and
anthropology. Allan Quatermain’s quest to find a lost city of gold echoes
these themes, portraying both the allure and dangers of imperial exploration.

Main Characters and Their Roles

Allan Quatermain – The Protagonist

Allan Quatermain is the central figure in the story, depicted as a skilled
hunter, tracker, and adventurer. His knowledge of the African wilderness and
survival skills make him an ideal leader for the expedition. Quatermain's
character embodies bravery, resourcefulness, and a deep respect for the
natural world, which contrasts with the greed and ambition seen in other
characters.

Supporting Characters

The journey to the lost city is shared by a diverse group of individuals,
each with unique motivations and backgrounds. These characters add depth and
complexity to the narrative, often representing different facets of colonial
society and human nature.

Sir Henry Curtis: A noble and courageous companion who seeks glory and
fortune.

Captain John Good: A steadfast and loyal ally with military experience.

Umbopa: A mysterious native guide with secret knowledge crucial to the
expedition’s success.

Plot Overview and Key Themes



Summary of the Adventure

The plot follows Allan Quatermain and his companions as they embark on a
treacherous expedition into uncharted African territory. Their goal is to
locate a legendary lost city rumored to be abundant with gold and ancient
treasures. Along the way, they encounter hostile tribes, natural obstacles,
and internal conflicts that test their resolve and unity. The discovery of
the lost city leads to revelations about forgotten civilizations and the true
cost of greed.

Exploration of Central Themes

The story explores several important themes that resonate with readers and
contribute to its lasting appeal:

Adventure and Exploration: The thrill of discovering unknown lands and
overcoming dangers.

Greed and Morality: The ethical dilemmas faced when pursuing wealth and
power.

Colonialism and Cultural Encounter: The interactions between European
explorers and indigenous peoples.

Friendship and Loyalty: Bonds formed through shared hardship and common
goals.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

Film and Television Adaptations

Allan Quatermain and the lost city of gold has been adapted multiple times
for film and television, bringing the story to wider audiences. Notable
adaptations include the 1986 film "Allan Quatermain and the Lost City of
Gold," which blends action and adventure with a lighthearted tone. These
adaptations often emphasize the exotic and thrilling aspects of the narrative
while introducing changes to suit contemporary viewers.



Influence on Popular Culture

The character of Allan Quatermain and the concept of a lost city filled with
gold have become iconic in popular culture. The story’s influence is evident
in numerous adventure films, novels, and video games that feature similar
themes of exploration and treasure hunting. Elements from the narrative have
contributed to the archetype of the adventurous explorer in media.

Symbolism and Interpretation

The Lost City as a Symbol

The lost city of gold symbolizes more than just material wealth; it
represents the human desire for discovery, the allure of the unknown, and the
consequences of hubris. The city’s hidden nature and the dangers surrounding
it serve as metaphors for the risks inherent in ambition and the pursuit of
power.

Character Symbolism

Allan Quatermain himself can be seen as a symbol of the idealized explorer,
balancing courage with respect for the environment and cultures he
encounters. Other characters embody traits such as greed, honor, and wisdom,
illustrating the spectrum of human motivations in the face of adventure.

Legacy in Adventure Literature

Contribution to the Genre

Allan Quatermain and the lost city of gold has left a lasting legacy in the
adventure genre. It helped establish many conventions, including the perilous
journey into unknown lands, encounters with exotic cultures, and the quest
for hidden treasure. The novel’s blend of action, mystery, and cultural
commentary set a standard for subsequent adventure stories.



Enduring Popularity

The enduring popularity of the Allan Quatermain stories is evident in their
continued publication and adaptation. They continue to captivate readers who
are drawn to tales of exploration and discovery. The narrative’s themes
remain relevant, reflecting timeless human aspirations and challenges
associated with venturing beyond the familiar.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Allan Quatermain and the Lost City of Gold'
about?
It is an adventure film that follows the explorer Allan Quatermain as he
searches for a legendary lost city filled with gold and treasure.

Who stars as Allan Quatermain in 'Allan Quatermain
and the Lost City of Gold'?
Richard Chamberlain stars as Allan Quatermain in the film.

Is 'Allan Quatermain and the Lost City of Gold' a
sequel?
Yes, it is a sequel to the 1985 film 'King Solomon's Mines.'

When was 'Allan Quatermain and the Lost City of
Gold' released?
The film was released in 1986.

What genre does 'Allan Quatermain and the Lost City
of Gold' belong to?
It is an action-adventure film with elements of fantasy.

Who directed 'Allan Quatermain and the Lost City of
Gold'?
Gary Nelson directed the movie.



What is the main theme of 'Allan Quatermain and the
Lost City of Gold'?
The main theme revolves around exploration, treasure hunting, and adventure
in exotic locations.

How was 'Allan Quatermain and the Lost City of Gold'
received by critics?
The film received mixed to negative reviews, with some criticism directed at
its plot and special effects.

Are there any notable locations featured in 'Allan
Quatermain and the Lost City of Gold'?
Yes, the film features various exotic and jungle locations that represent the
African setting of the story.

Additional Resources
1. Allan Quatermain and the Lost City of Gold
This classic adventure novel follows the intrepid hunter Allan Quatermain as
he embarks on a perilous expedition into uncharted African territories.
Quatermain and his companions search for a legendary city said to be filled
with immense treasures and ancient secrets. Along the way, they face hostile
tribes, wild animals, and natural obstacles. The story combines thrilling
action with the allure of mystery and exploration.

2. Allan Quatermain: King Solomon’s Mines
In this iconic tale, Allan Quatermain leads a daring journey to find King
Solomon’s legendary diamond mines. The novel is renowned for its vivid
depiction of African landscapes and cultures, blending suspense with the
excitement of discovery. Quatermain and his team confront dangerous enemies
and solve ancient riddles in their quest for untold riches.

3. Allan Quatermain and the Jewel of the East
Quatermain ventures beyond Africa to the mysterious lands of the East in
search of a priceless jewel rumored to possess magical powers. This adventure
takes him through exotic locales, where he encounters local myths and
formidable adversaries. The novel explores themes of greed, loyalty, and the
supernatural.

4. Allan Quatermain and the City of Shadows
This story delves into a forgotten city hidden deep within the African
jungle, shrouded in legends of curses and ghostly apparitions. Quatermain
must unravel the secrets of the City of Shadows while battling both human
foes and the environment. The book combines elements of horror and adventure,
creating an eerie yet exciting narrative.



5. Allan Quatermain: The Ivory Trail
In this gripping sequel, Quatermain follows a trail of ivory smugglers that
leads him to an ancient civilization’s ruins and a cache of gold. The journey
is fraught with danger, including treacherous terrain and ruthless enemies.
Themes of conservation and exploitation of natural resources are subtly woven
into the plot.

6. Allan Quatermain and the Golden Pharaoh
This novel takes Quatermain to Egypt, where he seeks a golden artifact linked
to the pharaohs’ lost treasures. The story blends archaeological intrigue
with action-packed sequences as Quatermain deciphers hieroglyphs and
navigates tombs. The stakes are raised by rival treasure hunters who will
stop at nothing to claim the prize.

7. Allan Quatermain and the Forbidden Valley
Quatermain explores a hidden valley untouched by modern civilization, rumored
to be the resting place of a vast hoard of gold. The valley is guarded by
fierce tribes and natural hazards that test Quatermain’s survival skills. The
novel emphasizes themes of respect for indigenous cultures and the cost of
greed.

8. Allan Quatermain: The Secret of the Golden Idol
In this adventure, Quatermain uncovers clues leading to a golden idol said to
grant immense power to its possessor. The quest takes him across deserts and
jungles, facing ancient traps and cunning adversaries. The story highlights
the tension between ambition and morality.

9. Allan Quatermain and the Treasure of the Sun
Quatermain’s final expedition leads him to a sunken city where legends speak
of a treasure blessed by the sun god. Battling natural disasters and
competitive treasure seekers, he must use all his wit and courage to survive.
The novel concludes with reflections on the true value of wealth and
adventure.
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