american government clep study

American Government CLEP Study is an essential pathway for students looking to earn college
credit in the field of political science without the need for traditional coursework. The College Level
Examination Program (CLEP), administered by the College Board, allows students to take exams
that can translate their knowledge into college credits. The American Government CLEP exam
specifically assesses a student's understanding of the structure and functions of the U.S.
government, the principles of American democracy, and the rights and responsibilities of citizens.
This article provides a comprehensive guide to preparing for the American Government CLEP exam,
including study tips, key topics, resources, and test-taking strategies.

Understanding the CLEP Exam Format

Before diving into study materials and strategies, it's crucial to understand the format of the
American Government CLEP exam.

Exam Structure

- Number of Questions: The exam typically consists of 100 multiple-choice questions.

- Time Limit: Test-takers are usually given 90 minutes to complete the exam.

- Scoring: The exams are scored on a scale of 20 to 80, with a recommended passing score of around
50, although this may vary by institution.

Content Areas

The exam covers several content areas, including:

1. Foundations of American Government (20-25%)
- Historical foundations

- Constitutional principles

- Federalism

- Separation of powers

2. Political Institutions (35-40%)

- The structure and function of Congress
- The presidency

- The judiciary

- State and local governments

3. Public Policy (20-25%)
- Domestic policy

- Foreign policy

- Economic policy



- Social policy

4. Civil Rights and Liberties (15-20%)
- Bill of Rights

- Landmark Supreme Court cases

- Voting rights

- Civil rights movements

Study Strategies for Success

Studying for the American Government CLEP exam requires a structured approach to ensure you
cover all necessary material effectively. Here are some study strategies to consider:

Create a Study Schedule

- Set Clear Goals: Determine how much time you can dedicate to studying each week leading up to
the exam date.

- Divide Topics: Break down the content areas into manageable sections and allocate specific times
to study each area.

- Consistent Review: Regularly review previously studied material to reinforce learning.

Utilize Study Materials

- Official CLEP Study Guide: The College Board offers an official study guide that outlines the exam
format and provides sample questions.

- Textbooks and Course Materials: Refer to college-level textbooks on American government and
political science, which provide in-depth knowledge of key concepts.

- Online Resources: Websites like Khan Academy, Coursera, and other educational platforms offer
free or low-cost courses on American government topics.

- Flashcards: Create flashcards for important terms, amendments, and landmark Supreme Court
cases to quiz yourself and enhance retention.

Practice Exams and Questions

Taking practice exams is one of the most effective ways to prepare for the American Government
CLEP exam. Here’s how to make the most of practice questions:

Benefits of Practice Exams

1. Familiarity with Format: Practice exams help you become accustomed to the question format and
time constraints.



2. Identify Weak Areas: Reviewing your answers on practice tests can highlight areas where you
need to focus more attention.
3. Build Confidence: Regular practice can boost your confidence on the actual test day.

Where to Find Practice Questions

- Official CLEP Resources: The College Board provides sample questions and practice exams on their
website.

- Test Prep Books: Many test preparation books include practice questions and detailed
explanations.

- Online Forums and Groups: Engaging with study groups or forums can provide access to shared
resources and practice questions from fellow test-takers.

Key Topics to Review

While the American Government CLEP exam covers a broad range of topics, certain areas are
particularly important to focus on. Here are some key topics to review:

Important Amendments and Constitutional Principles

- The Constitution: Understanding the structure of the Constitution, including the Preamble and the
seven articles.

- The Bill of Rights: Familiarity with the first ten amendments and their implications for civil
liberties.

- Major Amendments: Pay special attention to amendments that significantly impacted civil rights,
such as the 13th, 14th, and 19th amendments.

Political Institutions and Processes

- Branches of Government: Know the roles and powers of each branch (executive, legislative, and
judicial).

- Federalism: Understand the division of powers between national and state governments.

- Political Parties and Elections: Study the role of political parties, electoral processes, and how
elections function in the U.S.

Test-Taking Strategies

On the day of the exam, effective test-taking strategies can significantly enhance your performance.
Here are several tips:



Manage Your Time Wisely

- Pace Yourself: Aim to complete approximately one question per minute, allowing time for review.
- Flag Uncertain Questions: If you encounter a challenging question, flag it and move on. Return to it
later if time permits.

Read Questions Carefully

- Understand What is Being Asked: Pay attention to keywords in questions that indicate what is
required (e.g., "not," "except," "most").

- Eliminate Wrong Answers: Use the process of elimination to narrow down your options when
unsure of the correct answer.

Stay Calm and Focused

- Practice Relaxation Techniques: Before the exam, practice deep breathing or visualization
techniques to manage anxiety.
- Stay Positive: Maintain a positive mindset and remind yourself of your preparation.

Conclusion

In summary, the American Government CLEP study requires a strategic approach that encompasses
understanding the exam format, utilizing effective study resources, taking practice exams, and
employing test-taking strategies. By following the outlined steps and focusing on the key topics,
students can enhance their understanding of American government and improve their chances of
passing the exam. Earning college credit through the CLEP exam not only saves time and money but
also allows students to demonstrate their knowledge and readiness for advanced coursework in
political science and related fields. With diligent preparation and a clear study plan, success on the
American Government CLEP exam is within reach.

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics are covered in the American Government CLEP
exam?

The American Government CLEP exam covers topics such as the foundations of American
government, the Constitution, federalism, civil rights, civil liberties, political behavior, and public
policy.



How should I prepare for the American Government CLEP
exam?

To prepare for the American Government CLEP exam, consider using study guides, online resources,
practice tests, and CLEP-specific prep books that focus on U.S. government principles and history.

What is the format of the American Government CLEP exam?

The American Government CLEP exam consists of approximately 100 multiple-choice questions,
which you need to complete in 90 minutes.

What score do I need to pass the American Government CLEP
exam?

Most colleges and universities require a minimum score of 50 on the American Government CLEP
exam to grant credit, but this can vary by institution.

Are there any recommended resources for studying for the
American Government CLEP?

Recommended resources include the Official CLEP Study Guide, online courses, Khan Academy
videos on U.S. government, and practice exams available through various educational websites.

Can I take the American Government CLEP exam online?

Yes, the American Government CLEP exam can be taken online through the CLEP at Home program,
allowing you to take the test remotely with online proctoring.
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