
analysis of walking around by pablo
neruda
analysis of walking around by pablo neruda offers a profound exploration of
the complex emotions and existential themes embedded within one of Pablo
Neruda’s most evocative poems. This analysis delves into the poem’s
symbolism, tone, and structure to uncover how Neruda articulates a deep sense
of alienation and despair. By examining the cultural and historical context,
readers gain insight into the poem’s reflection on modern life and human
suffering. Additionally, the article explores the literary devices Neruda
employs to enhance the poem’s melancholic atmosphere and emotional intensity.
This comprehensive review also considers the poem’s place within Neruda’s
broader body of work and its significance in Latin American poetry. Through a
detailed breakdown of key lines and motifs, the analysis of walking around by
pablo neruda reveals the intricate layers of meaning that continue to
resonate with readers today. The following sections provide a structured
overview of these critical aspects.

Context and Background of "Walking Around"

Themes and Motifs in "Walking Around"

Literary Devices and Style

Symbolism and Imagery

Structure and Tone

Significance in Neruda’s Oeuvre and Latin American Poetry

Context and Background of "Walking Around"
"Walking Around" is a poem written by Pablo Neruda, a renowned Chilean poet
known for his passionate and politically charged poetry. This poem was
published in his collection Residencia en la Tierra (Residence on Earth),
which marks a shift towards more surreal and introspective themes compared to
his earlier works. Written during the early 1930s, a period marked by
political unrest and social upheaval in Latin America and globally, the poem
reflects the poet’s personal struggles with existential disillusionment.
Understanding the socio-political context of the era and Neruda’s own life
experiences enhances the interpretation of the poem’s underlying messages.



Historical and Political Context
The 1930s were a tumultuous time characterized by economic depression and
political instability. Latin America was experiencing rapid modernization
alongside social inequalities, which influenced many intellectuals and
artists. Neruda’s work during this period often grappled with themes of
social injustice and alienation, themes that are palpable in "Walking
Around."

Neruda’s Personal Circumstances
At the time of writing, Neruda was undergoing a period of intense personal
and artistic transformation. The poem captures his feelings of frustration
with urban life and a profound sense of detachment from the world around him.
This introspective angle marks a departure from his earlier romanticized
poetry.

Themes and Motifs in "Walking Around"
The analysis of walking around by pablo neruda reveals several central
themes, including alienation, existential despair, and the oppressive nature
of modern urban life. These motifs intertwine to create a vivid portrayal of
the human condition in the modern world.

Alienation and Isolation
The poem expresses a deep sense of estrangement from the self and society.
The speaker feels disconnected from the external world, which is portrayed as
hostile and suffocating. This theme is reflected through imagery of decay and
discomfort, emphasizing the emotional distance between the individual and
their environment.

Existential Despair
Existential angst pervades the poem, with the speaker confronting the
futility and monotony of existence. The repetition of morbid and grotesque
images conveys a desire to escape the burdens of consciousness and identity.

Critique of Modernity
"Walking Around" critiques the alienating effects of urbanization and
industrialization. The city is depicted as a place of mechanical routine and
spiritual emptiness, contrasting with the natural world and traditional forms
of life.



Literary Devices and Style
Neruda’s use of literary devices in "Walking Around" significantly
contributes to the poem’s emotional depth and layered meaning. His style
combines surrealism with vivid, often disturbing imagery to evoke a visceral
response from the reader.

Surrealism and Imagery
The poem employs surrealistic elements to distort reality and express the
subconscious mind’s turmoil. Imagery such as “the smell of a rusty saw” and
“the drowned night” creates an unsettling atmosphere, highlighting the
speaker’s psychological distress.

Repetition and Rhythm
Repetition is a key device used to emphasize the speaker’s feelings of
entrapment and weariness. The rhythmic cadence mirrors the monotonous and
oppressive environment the poem describes, reinforcing its themes.

Metaphor and Symbolism
Metaphorical language is abundant throughout the poem, with objects and
sensations symbolizing larger existential concepts. For example, references
to decaying flesh and mechanical parts symbolize the dehumanizing effects of
modern life.

Symbolism and Imagery
The symbolic content of "Walking Around" is rich and multifaceted,
contributing to its enduring impact. Neruda uses concrete images to evoke
abstract ideas, making the poem a powerful meditation on human experience.

Urban Landscape as a Symbol
The city serves as a symbol of alienation and spiritual desolation. Its dirty
streets, polluted air, and mechanical noises represent the loss of
individuality and the overwhelming presence of industrial society.

Bodily Decay and Mortality
Imagery related to decay and death permeates the poem, symbolizing the
speaker’s confrontation with mortality and the degradation of the self. These



images express a yearning to escape physical and existential suffering.

Water and Night Imagery
Water and darkness appear frequently, symbolizing the unconscious mind and
the unknown. These elements contribute to the poem’s dreamlike quality and
underscore the themes of mystery and despair.

Structure and Tone
The structure and tone of "Walking Around" reinforce its thematic concerns
and emotional resonance. Neruda’s deliberate choices in form and mood shape
the reader’s experience of the poem.

Free Verse and Irregular Form
The poem’s free verse structure reflects the chaotic and fragmented state of
the speaker’s mind. The lack of a fixed rhyme scheme or meter mirrors the
instability and unpredictability of the emotions expressed.

Dark and Melancholic Tone
The tone is consistently somber and reflective, conveying a profound sense of
dissatisfaction and sorrow. This mood is sustained through the use of dark
imagery and the speaker’s introspective voice.

Progression and Emotional Arc
The poem moves from a depiction of external surroundings to an intense
internal crisis, culminating in a near nihilistic rejection of life’s
absurdities. This progression enhances the impact of the poem’s existential
message.

Significance in Neruda’s Oeuvre and Latin
American Poetry
"Walking Around" holds a significant place within Pablo Neruda’s body of work
and the wider context of Latin American poetry. It marks an important moment
in the evolution of his poetic voice and thematic focus.



Transition in Neruda’s Poetic Style
The poem exemplifies Neruda’s shift from romantic and nationalist themes to a
more surreal, introspective approach. This transition expanded the scope of
his poetry and influenced subsequent literary movements.

Influence on Latin American Literature
"Walking Around" contributed to the development of modernist and surrealist
trends in Latin American poetry. Its exploration of alienation and
existentialism resonated with other writers grappling with the complexities
of modern life.

Enduring Relevance
The poem’s themes of disillusionment and identity continue to resonate with
contemporary readers. Its powerful imagery and emotional depth make it a
staple in the study of Latin American literature and world poetry.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Pablo Neruda's poem
'Walking Around'?
The central theme of 'Walking Around' is existential angst and the feeling of
alienation in modern urban life. The poem explores the speaker's discomfort
and disillusionment with the mundane and mechanical aspects of daily
existence.

How does Pablo Neruda use imagery in 'Walking
Around' to convey his emotions?
Neruda employs vivid and often grotesque imagery to express feelings of
nausea and disconnection. Descriptions of objects like 'a filthy towel' and
'a crazy moth' evoke a sense of decay and absurdity, highlighting the
speaker's inner turmoil.

What literary devices are prominent in 'Walking
Around' by Pablo Neruda?
Prominent literary devices include surreal imagery, metaphor, repetition, and
free verse. These devices help create a dreamlike, fragmented atmosphere that
reflects the speaker's psychological state.

How does 'Walking Around' reflect the socio-
political context of Neruda's time?
The poem reflects the alienation and disenchantment experienced during the
early 20th century, a period marked by rapid urbanization and political
upheaval. Neruda critiques the dehumanizing effects of modern society and
industrialization.

What role does the city play in 'Walking Around'?
The city serves as a symbol of oppression and existential despair. It is
portrayed as a suffocating environment that exacerbates the speaker’s
feelings of isolation and detachment from life.



Why is 'Walking Around' considered a surrealist
poem?
'Walking Around' is considered surrealist because it employs dreamlike,
irrational imagery and explores subconscious emotions. The poem breaks from
logical narrative to delve into the speaker's fragmented mental state.

How does the tone of 'Walking Around' contribute to
its overall impact?
The tone is melancholic, weary, and sometimes bitter, which reinforces the
themes of existential dread and dissatisfaction. This tone draws readers into
the speaker's profound sense of discomfort and alienation.

In what ways does 'Walking Around' differ from Pablo
Neruda's other works?
Unlike Neruda's more romantic and nature-focused poems, 'Walking Around' is
stark, urban, and introspective. It focuses on psychological distress rather
than external beauty or political themes.

What is the significance of the poem's structure in
'Walking Around'?
The poem’s free verse structure, with irregular line lengths and lack of a
fixed rhyme scheme, mirrors the chaotic and unsettled mindset of the speaker,
enhancing the sense of fragmentation and disorientation.

How does 'Walking Around' explore the concept of
identity?
The poem explores identity through the speaker's sense of alienation and
disconnection from society and self. The repeated imagery of physical and
emotional decay symbolizes a fractured identity struggling to find meaning.

Additional Resources
1. “The Poetics of Pablo Neruda: Exploring ‘Walking Around’”
This book delves deeply into the thematic and stylistic elements of Neruda’s
poem “Walking Around.” It analyzes the existential angst and surreal imagery
that characterize the poem, situating it within the broader context of
Neruda’s oeuvre and 20th-century Latin American poetry. Readers gain insight
into Neruda’s use of symbolism and how it reflects socio-political realities.

2. “Existentialism and Urban Alienation in Neruda’s ‘Walking Around’”
Focusing on the existentialist themes in “Walking Around,” this work explores



the sense of alienation and disconnection in modern urban life depicted by
Neruda. The book connects the poem’s motifs to philosophical ideas from
Sartre and Camus, providing a multidisciplinary perspective. It also
discusses the poet’s personal experiences that influenced this somber
reflection.

3. “Surrealism in Latin American Poetry: A Study of Pablo Neruda’s ‘Walking
Around’”
This study situates “Walking Around” within the surrealist movement,
highlighting Neruda’s inventive imagery and dreamlike sequences. It examines
how Neruda blends surrealism with political commentary to critique modern
society. The book also compares Neruda’s surrealistic techniques with those
of other Latin American poets.

4. “Pablo Neruda’s ‘Walking Around’: A Psychological and Symbolic
Interpretation”
Offering a psychological lens, this book analyzes the internal conflicts and
subconscious fears expressed in “Walking Around.” It interprets the poem’s
symbols as manifestations of anxiety, identity crisis, and societal pressure.
The author integrates psychoanalytic theory to deepen the understanding of
Neruda’s emotional landscape.

5. “The Political Underpinnings of Neruda’s ‘Walking Around’”
This book explores the political context surrounding the creation of “Walking
Around,” revealing Neruda’s critique of capitalist and oppressive structures.
It discusses how the poem reflects Neruda’s growing political consciousness
and his commitment to social justice. The analysis also considers the
historical events influencing the poem’s tone and content.

6. “Neruda’s ‘Walking Around’: A Journey Through Modernist Poetry”
Positioning “Walking Around” within the modernist tradition, this book
examines its experimental form and fragmented narrative. It highlights
Neruda’s break from traditional poetic forms to capture the disjointed
reality of the modern world. The work also compares the poem to other
modernist poets internationally.

7. “Themes of Despair and Hope in Pablo Neruda’s ‘Walking Around’”
This text explores the duality of despair and hope embedded in Neruda’s poem,
analyzing how the poet conveys a profound sense of weariness alongside a
subtle yearning for renewal. It uncovers the emotional complexity that makes
the poem resonate with readers facing personal and societal challenges. The
book also discusses the poem’s enduring relevance.

8. “Imagery and Metaphor in Pablo Neruda’s ‘Walking Around’”
Focusing on Neruda’s rich use of imagery and metaphor, this book breaks down
the vivid and often unsettling pictures painted by his words. It explains how
these literary devices contribute to the haunting atmosphere of the poem and
enhance its thematic depth. The analysis includes close readings of key
stanzas and lines.

9. “Walking Through Neruda: A Critical Companion to ‘Walking Around’”



This comprehensive guide offers a detailed critical commentary on “Walking
Around,” covering its language, themes, and historical context. It includes
essays from various scholars providing diverse interpretations and insights.
The book serves as an essential resource for students and enthusiasts seeking
a thorough understanding of the poem.
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