american institute of certified
planners

American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP) is a professional
organization that plays a crucial role in the field of urban planning in the
United States. Established in 1977, AICP serves as the certification body for
planners who have met specific educational and professional criteria. AICP
members are recognized for their expertise and commitment to the planning
profession, ensuring that they adhere to high standards of practice and
ethics. This article delves into the history, purpose, certification process,
benefits of certification, and the role of AICP in promoting sustainable
urban planning.

History of the American Institute of Certified
Planners

The American Institute of Certified Planners was founded to address the
growing need for a professional standard within the urban planning field.
Before AICP, the profession lacked a unified body that could certify planners
and establish a benchmark for quality and ethical practice. The
organization's establishment represented a pivotal moment for urban planners
across the country, as it provided a platform for professional development
and recognition.

Since its inception, AICP has evolved in response to the changing dynamics of
urban development and planning. It has embraced new technologies,
methodologies, and best practices, ensuring that its members remain at the
forefront of the profession. Over the years, AICP has expanded its reach, now
counting thousands of members across various sectors, including public
agencies, private firms, and non-profit organizations.

Purpose and Objectives of AICP

AICP exists to promote the field of urban planning and to enhance the
professional standards of planners across the United States. Its primary
objectives include:

1. Certification: AICP provides a certification process that recognizes
planners who have demonstrated knowledge, skills, and experience in the
field.

2. Professional Development: The organization offers various educational
opportunities, workshops, and training sessions to ensure that planners stay



updated on the latest trends and best practices.

3. Advocacy: AICP advocates for the planning profession at various levels of
government and within the broader community to emphasize the importance of
effective urban planning.

4. Networking: Through conferences, seminars, and other events, AICP
facilitates networking opportunities for planners, allowing them to share
knowledge and collaborate on projects.

5. Research and Resources: AICP supports research initiatives and provides
resources to assist planners in their work, including publications, toolkits,
and case studies.

The Certification Process

Achieving AICP certification is a significant milestone for urban planners.
The certification process is rigorous and involves several key steps:

Eligibility Requirements

To qualify for AICP certification, applicants must meet specific educational
and professional criteria, including:

- A master's degree in planning or a related field, or
- A bachelor's degree in planning or a related field combined with a
specified number of years of professional planning experience.

Additionally, candidates must have a minimum of two years of professional
planning experience for those with a master's degree or four years for those
with a bachelor's degree.

Examination

Once eligibility is established, candidates must pass the AICP exam. This
examination assesses a candidate's knowledge in various areas of urban
planning, including:

- Planning history and theory

- Land use and zoning

- Economic development

- Environmental planning

- Transportation planning

- Ethics and professional practice



The exam is typically offered twice a year, and candidates must prepare
thoroughly to ensure they are well-equipped to answer the questions.

Continuing Education

After obtaining certification, AICP members must maintain their credentials
through continuing education. This involves completing a specific number of
continuing education units (CEUs) every two years. AICP encourages its
members to engage in lifelong learning, staying current with emerging trends
and best practices in urban planning.

Benefits of AICP Certification

Obtaining AICP certification offers numerous benefits to urban planners, both
personally and professionally. Some of these benefits include:

1. Professional Recognition: AICP certification is a mark of distinction and
credibility that signifies a planner's commitment to their profession. It
enhances a planner's reputation among peers, employers, and clients.

2. Career Advancement: Many employers prefer or require AICP certification
for planning positions. Certified planners often have access to better job
opportunities, promotions, and increased salary potential.

3. Networking Opportunities: AICP provides a platform for members to connect
with other professionals in the field. Networking can lead to collaborations,
mentorships, and access to job openings.

4. Access to Resources: AICP members benefit from a wealth of resources,
including research publications, best practices, and toolkits that can
enhance their planning work.

5. Commitment to Ethics: AICP emphasizes ethical practice in urban planning.
Certified planners are expected to adhere to a strict code of ethics, which
helps build trust with communities and stakeholders.

Role of AICP in Sustainable Urban Planning

As urban areas continue to grow and evolve, the need for sustainable planning
practices has never been more critical. AICP plays a vital role in promoting
sustainable urban planning through various initiatives:



Advocacy for Sustainable Policies

AICP advocates for policies and practices that promote sustainability in
urban development. This includes supporting legislation that encourages smart
growth, environmental conservation, and equitable access to resources.

Education and Training on Sustainability

AICP provides educational resources and training programs focused on
sustainable planning practices. These initiatives help planners understand
the principles of sustainability and how to integrate them into their work.

Networking and Collaboration

Through conferences and events, AICP facilitates discussions about
sustainable urban planning among professionals. These gatherings often lead
to collaborative projects and the sharing of innovative ideas.

Research and Best Practices

AICP supports research initiatives that explore sustainable planning methods
and their effectiveness. By disseminating findings and best practices, AICP
helps planners adopt strategies that contribute to long-term sustainability
goals.

Conclusion

The American Institute of Certified Planners is an essential organization
within the urban planning profession. Through its certification process,
professional development opportunities, and advocacy for sustainability, AICP
enhances the quality and credibility of planners across the country. As urban
areas continue to face complex challenges, AICP's commitment to high
standards and ethical practice ensures that its members are well-equipped to
navigate the future of planning. Whether you are a new planner aspiring to
gain certification or an experienced professional looking to deepen your
knowledge, AICP offers invaluable resources and support to help you succeed
in this dynamic field.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the American Institute of Certified Planners
(AICP)?

The American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP) is a professional
institute of the American Planning Association (APA) that certifies planners
in the United States, ensuring they meet specific educational and
professional standards.

How can one become a member of the AICP?

To become a member of AICP, an individual must have a graduate or
undergraduate degree in planning or a related field, gain professional
planning experience, and pass the AICP exam.

What are the benefits of being AICP certified?

AICP certification provides professional recognition, enhances career
opportunities, and demonstrates commitment to ethical planning practices and
ongoing professional development.

What is the AICP exam format?

The AICP exam consists of multiple-choice questions that assess knowledge in
various areas of planning, including law, ethics, and best practices, and is
typically offered twice a year.

Are there continuing education requirements for AICP
members?

Yes, AICP members are required to complete 32 hours of continuing education
every two years to maintain their certification and stay updated on industry
practices.

What topics are covered in the AICP exam?

The AICP exam covers a range of topics including planning theory, urban
design, land use law, ethics, and community development among others.

How does AICP promote ethical standards in planning?

AICP promotes ethical standards by providing a code of ethics that guides
planners in their professional conduct, emphasizing integrity,
accountability, and public service.



What resources does AICP offer for its members?

AICP offers a variety of resources including training programs, webinars,
networking opportunities, and access to planning publications to support
members' professional growth.

How does AICP contribute to the field of urban
planning?

AICP contributes to urban planning by setting professional standards,
advocating for effective planning practices, and providing a platform for
planners to collaborate and share knowledge.
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