
ammu god of small things
Ammu God of Small Things is a central character in Arundhati Roy's acclaimed
novel "The God of Small Things," which was published in 1997. The book, which
won the Booker Prize, is a poignant exploration of love, family, and the
rigid structures of society in Kerala, India. Through Ammu’s experiences, the
novel addresses profound themes such as social discrimination, the impact of
historical events on personal lives, and the quest for love in a world filled
with constraints. This article delves into the character of Ammu, her
relationships, and the broader implications of her story within the novel.

Background of the Novel

"The God of Small Things" is set against the backdrop of Kerala in the late
1960s and early 1990s. The narrative is non-linear, weaving between the past
and present, which enhances the complexity of the characters and their
experiences. The novel is rich with symbolism and employs a unique narrative
style that blends the personal with the political, allowing readers to grasp
the intricacies of Indian society.

Ammu’s Character: A Brief Overview

Ammu, the daughter of Mammachi and Pappachi, is depicted as a strong yet
vulnerable woman. Her life is marred by the constraints imposed by societal
norms, particularly regarding caste and gender. Some key points about Ammu’s
character include:

Struggles Against Patriarchy: Ammu's life is a constant struggle against
the patriarchal structures that dictate women's roles in society.

Quest for Love: Her relationship with Velutha, a man from a lower caste,
is central to the narrative and symbolizes her defiance against societal
norms.

Motherhood: Ammu's role as a mother to her twins, Rahel and Estha,
shapes her character and decisions throughout the novel.

Isolation and Loneliness: Despite her strong will, Ammu experiences
profound loneliness and isolation due to her choices and societal
rejection.



Ammu’s Relationships

Ammu's relationships are pivotal to understanding her character and the
themes of the novel. The dynamics between her, her family, and society at
large illuminate the oppressive structures she faces.

Relationship with Her Family

Ammu's relationship with her family is complicated and fraught with tension:

Mammachi: Ammu's mother is a complex figure. While she appears to be a1.
loving mother, she ultimately embodies the traditional expectations
placed on women, which Ammu rebels against.

Pappachi: Ammu's father represents patriarchal oppression. His abusive2.
behavior and authoritative presence shape Ammu's view of men and
relationships.

Chacko: Ammu's brother, Chacko, is educated and seemingly progressive,3.
yet he upholds the same patriarchal values as their father. His
treatment of Ammu reflects the gender biases prevalent in their society.

Relationship with Velutha

The relationship between Ammu and Velutha is at the heart of "The God of
Small Things." Velutha, a lower-caste carpenter, is portrayed as a skilled
and compassionate man. Their love is passionate but ultimately tragic. Key
aspects of their relationship include:

Forbidden Love: Their relationship defies the rigid caste system, making
it taboo and forbidden.

Symbol of Resistance: Ammu’s love for Velutha symbolizes resistance
against societal constraints, highlighting the theme of love as a
radical act.

Consequences of Love: Their relationship has dire consequences,
culminating in tragedy, which serves to critique the societal norms that
dictate personal lives.



Thematic Analysis

Ammu’s character and her relationships are deeply intertwined with the
novel’s overarching themes.

Social Discrimination

One of the most prominent themes in "The God of Small Things" is social
discrimination, particularly in terms of caste. Ammu’s relationship with
Velutha illustrates the harsh realities of caste-based oppression. The
societal backlash against their love story emphasizes how entrenched and
destructive these societal norms can be.

Gender and Patriarchy

Ammu's struggles reflect the broader theme of gender inequality. The novel
critiques the patriarchal structures that dictate women's lives, often
reducing them to mere extensions of their fathers or husbands. Ammu’s
rebellion against these norms is a central aspect of her character,
showcasing her desire for autonomy and love.

Childhood Innocence and Trauma

The impact of Ammu's choices on her children is profound. Rahel and Estha's
childhood is marred by the trauma of their mother's experiences and the
societal rejection they face. The novel explores how childhood innocence is
lost in the face of adult complexities, particularly through the lens of
Ammu's struggles.

Ammu’s Legacy

The tragic fate of Ammu resonates long after the novel concludes. Her
character serves as a poignant reminder of the struggles faced by many women
in patriarchal societies. The consequences of her love for Velutha not only
affect her life but also leave an indelible mark on her children, shaping
their futures.

Impact on Rahel and Estha

Ammu's legacy lives on through her children, Rahel and Estha, who grapple



with their mother's choices and the societal constraints they inherit. The
trauma they endure reflects the cyclical nature of oppression and the lasting
impacts of familial relationships.

Critique of Society

Ammu’s story serves as a critique of the societal norms that govern personal
relationships. The novel challenges readers to reflect on the consequences of
these norms and the ways they shape individual lives. Through Ammu's journey,
Roy exposes the deep-rooted issues of caste, gender, and the pursuit of love,
urging a reevaluation of societal values.

Conclusion

In "The God of Small Things," Ammu stands as a powerful symbol of love,
resistance, and tragedy. Her character encapsulates the struggles against
societal norms and the quest for personal freedom in a repressive
environment. Through Ammu, Roy masterfully explores complex themes that
resonate on both personal and societal levels, making her a timeless figure
in contemporary literature. The legacy of Ammu continues to inspire
discussions about love, identity, and the resilience of the human spirit in
the face of adversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Ammu's character in 'The
God of Small Things'?
Ammu represents the struggle for personal freedom and the impact of societal
norms on individual lives. Her character highlights themes of love, loss, and
the consequences of defying social conventions.

How does Ammu's relationship with Velutha challenge
societal norms in the novel?
Ammu's love for Velutha, a man from a lower caste, defies the rigid caste
system and societal expectations. Their relationship illustrates the deep-
rooted prejudices in Indian society and the tragic consequences of crossing
these boundaries.

What role does memory play in Ammu's story in 'The



God of Small Things'?
Memory is a crucial narrative device in the novel, as it reflects the
fragmented nature of Ammu's life and the lasting impact of past traumas. It
shapes her identity and influences the perspectives of other characters.

In what ways does 'The God of Small Things' portray
the theme of family through Ammu's experiences?
The novel explores family dynamics through Ammu's relationships with her
children and relatives. It delves into themes of betrayal, loyalty, and the
complexities of familial love, highlighting how family can both support and
constrain personal desires.

How does the setting influence Ammu's life choices
in the novel?
The setting of Kerala, with its rich cultural backdrop and strict social
hierarchies, profoundly affects Ammu's choices. Her environment reflects the
oppressive forces that limit her autonomy, ultimately shaping her tragic fate
and the lives of her children.
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