
american literature and rhetoric

American literature and rhetoric have long been intertwined, offering a rich tapestry of cultural expression
that reflects the complexities of American society. From the early colonial writings to contemporary works,
literature not only serves as an artistic endeavor but also as a medium for rhetorical engagement. This
article explores the evolution of American literature, the role of rhetoric in its development, and how these
elements continue to shape the American narrative.

The Evolution of American Literature

American literature can be traced back to the early colonial period, where the first settlers brought with
them their literary influences from Europe. These early writings were often dominated by religious
themes and the quest for identity in a new land. Over the centuries, American literature has evolved
through various movements, each reflecting the social, cultural, and political landscapes of its time.

The Colonial Period (1600-1800)

During the colonial period, literature was primarily utilitarian. The Puritans focused on sermons, diaries,
and religious tracts. Notable figures include Anne Bradstreet, the first published American poet, whose
work offered a glimpse into the lives and struggles of women in colonial America. The rhetoric of this
period was heavily influenced by religious discourse, emphasizing moral lessons and community values.

The Romantic Era (1800-1860)

The Romantic movement marked a shift towards individualism and emotional depth in literature. Authors
such as Edgar Allan Poe, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and Walt Whitman emphasized nature, the supernatural,
and the human experience. The rhetoric of this era was characterized by an exploration of the self and a
celebration of American identity. The use of metaphor and symbolism became prominent, allowing writers
to convey complex ideas and emotions.


