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America's Great War: Robert Zieger is a significant work that delves into the
United States' involvement in World War I, exploring the political, social,
and economic ramifications of the conflict. Robert Zieger, an esteemed
historian and scholar, provides a comprehensive analysis of how the war
shaped American society and its place in the world. This article will explore
Zieger's insights, the context of the war, its impact on various aspects of
American life, and the lasting legacy of this critical period in history.

Context of World War I and America's Entry

The early 20th century was marked by escalating tensions in Europe, with a
complex web of alliances and rivalries setting the stage for global conflict.
The Great War, as it was known at the time, began in 1914, but the United
States remained neutral for several years. Several factors contributed to
America's eventual entry into the war in 1917:

1. Economic Interests

- Trade Relations: The U.S. had strong economic ties with the Allies,
particularly Britain and France. American banks and businesses had
significant investments in these nations, and the war threatened those
interests.

- Munitions Sales: As the war progressed, the U.S. began supplying munitions
and other goods to the Allies, leading to increased economic dependency.

2. Unrestricted Submarine Warfare

- German Aggression: The German navy's policy of unrestricted submarine
warfare led to the sinking of several American ships, including the Lusitania
in 1915, which resulted in the loss of American lives.

- Public Outrage: These incidents fueled public outrage and shifted public
opinion towards supporting the war effort.

3. The Zimmerman Telegram

- Secret Communication: In January 1917, British intelligence intercepted a
telegram from German Foreign Minister Arthur Zimmermann to Mexico, proposing
a military alliance against the U.S.

- Catalyst for War: The revelation of this telegram galvanized American
public opinion in favor of entering the war.



America's Mobilization for War

Upon entering the war, the United States faced the monumental task of rapidly
mobilizing its resources and military. Zieger's work highlights several key
aspects of this mobilization effort:

1. The Selective Service Act

- Conscription: Passed in May 1917, the Selective Service Act authorized the
federal government to draft soldiers into military service. About 2.8 million
men were drafted, and millions more volunteered.

- Training Camps: The establishment of training camps across the country
prepared soldiers for deployment. The American Expeditionary Forces (AEF)
were led by General John J. Pershing.

2. Economic Mobilization

- War Industries Board: This government agency coordinated industrial
production to meet military needs, ensuring that factories shifted their
focus to war supplies.

- Liberty Bonds: The U.S. government issued Liberty Bonds to finance the war
effort, encouraging citizens to invest in the nation's military endeavors.

3. Propaganda and Public Support

- Committee on Public Information: Led by George Creel, this committee was
responsible for disseminating propaganda to bolster public support for the
war.

- Censorship: The government imposed censorship on the press, controlling the
narrative surrounding the war and promoting patriotic fervor.

Social and Cultural Changes During the War

The war brought about significant social and cultural changes in America,
many of which Zieger examines in his work:

1. Women's Role in Society

- Workforce Participation: With many men serving overseas, women entered the
workforce in unprecedented numbers, taking on roles in factories, offices,



and other traditionally male-dominated fields.

- Suffrage Movement: The contributions of women during the war bolstered the
suffrage movement, leading to the passage of the 19th Amendment in 1920,
granting women the right to vote.

2. Racial Dynamics

- Great Migration: The war accelerated the Great Migration, where African
Americans moved from the rural South to urban centers in the North in search
of better job opportunities.

- Race Riots: Tensions between African American migrants and white residents
led to race riots in several cities, highlighting the racial strife that
persisted even during a time of national unity.

3. Cultural Expression and the Arts

- Literature and Music: The war inspired a wave of literature, poetry, and
music that reflected the experiences of soldiers and the home front. Writers
like Ernest Hemingway and poets like Wilfred Owen captured the war's
brutality and complexity.

- Cinematic Portrayals: The film industry began to depict war themes,
influencing public perceptions of the conflict and shaping the cultural
narrative surrounding it.

Post-War America and the Legacy of World War I

As the war came to an end in 1918, America faced the challenge of
reintegrating millions of soldiers and addressing the societal changes
brought about by the conflict. Zieger discusses several key aspects of this
post-war period:

1. The Treaty of Versailles

- U.S. Involvement: President Woodrow Wilson played a significant role in the
negotiations, advocating for the League of Nations and promoting his Fourteen
Points for a just peace.

- Domestic Opposition: However, the Senate rejected the Treaty of Versailles,
reflecting the isolationist sentiments that emerged in the post-war period.

2. The Red Scare and Social Unrest



- Fear of Communism: The Russian Revolution and the rise of communism
instigated a fear of radicalism in the U.S., leading to the Red Scare of
1919-1920.

- Labor Strikes: The post-war years saw a surge in labor strikes as workers
demanded better wages and working conditions, leading to increased tensions
between labor and government.

3. The Long-Term Impact on American Society

- Changing Geopolitical Landscape: The war marked the United States'
emergence as a global power, influencing its foreign policy and military
engagements in subsequent decades.

- Cultural Shifts: The social changes initiated during the war laid the
groundwork for future movements, including civil rights and women's rights,
shaping the trajectory of American society.

Conclusion

Robert Zieger's America's Great War provides an in-depth examination of the
United States' involvement in World War I and its profound effects on
American society. From the initial decision to enter the war to the post-war
challenges faced by the nation, Zieger's analysis highlights the complexities
of this pivotal period in history. The war not only transformed the United
States into a global power but also prompted significant social and cultural
changes that resonate to this day. Understanding this history is essential
for grasping the current dynamics of American society and its role on the
world stage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Robert Zieger's 'America's
Great War'?

The main focus of 'America's Great War' is to explore the impact of World War
I on American society, politics, and the economy, highlighting how the war
transformed the United States into a global power.

How does Zieger address the social changes in
America resulting from World War I?

Zieger addresses social changes by examining the roles of women and
minorities during the war, the rise of labor movements, and the effects of
wartime propaganda on national identity.



What unique perspective does Zieger offer in his
analysis of World War I?

Zieger offers a unique perspective by integrating social history with
political analysis, emphasizing how the war influenced domestic policies and
the lives of everyday Americans.

In 'America's Great War', how does Zieger describe
the economic consequences of the war?

Zieger describes the economic consequences as transformative, noting the
shift towards industrialization, the expansion of the federal government's
role in the economy, and the long-term effects on American capitalism.

What role does Zieger attribute to propaganda during
World War I in shaping public opinion?

Zieger attributes a significant role to propaganda, emphasizing how it was
used to rally support for the war, promote nationalism, and suppress dissent,
thereby shaping public opinion and the narrative of American involvement.

How does Zieger's work relate to contemporary
discussions about nationalism and militarism?

Zieger's work relates to contemporary discussions by drawing parallels
between the wartime nationalism of World War I and current issues of
militarism and national identity, prompting readers to reflect on the ongoing
implications of war in American society.
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