
american family association voter guide

American Family Association Voter Guide is a crucial resource for American voters seeking to align

their electoral choices with their values, particularly those rooted in family and faith. The American

Family Association (AFA) is a nonprofit organization founded in 1977, dedicated to promoting and

defending traditional family values in the United States. The AFA's voter guide serves as an essential

tool for individuals who want to make informed decisions during elections, whether they are local,

state, or national.

Understanding the American Family Association

Founded by Don Wildmon, the AFA has played a significant role in advocating for policies that align

with conservative Christian values. The organization focuses on various issues, including:

- Family Values: Promoting the traditional family structure and advocating against policies that may

undermine it.

- Religious Freedom: Defending the rights of individuals and organizations to express their religious

beliefs.

- Sanctity of Life: Opposing abortion and promoting pro-life policies.

- Education: Advocating for parental rights in education and promoting school choice.

The AFA's influence extends into the political arena, where it seeks to mobilize voters who share its

values, making the voter guide an integral part of its mission.

The Importance of the American Family Association Voter



Guide

The AFA voter guide is designed to help voters understand where candidates stand on critical issues.

Its importance can be summarized through several key points:

1. Informed Voting

One of the primary purposes of the AFA voter guide is to provide voters with clear and concise

information about candidates’ positions on various issues. This helps voters make decisions based on

their values rather than party affiliation alone.

2. Clarity on Key Issues

The voter guide often highlights positions on significant issues that matter to families, including:

- Abortion

- Marriage and Family

- Education

- Religious Freedom

- Second Amendment Rights

Understanding candidates' stances on these issues allows voters to choose representatives who align

with their beliefs.

3. Mobilizing the Faithful

The AFA encourages individuals to not only educate themselves but also to mobilize their



communities. The voter guide often serves as a conversation starter, prompting discussions among

family and friends about the importance of voting and the implications of different candidates’ policies.

How the AFA Voter Guide Works

The AFA voter guide is user-friendly and straightforward, making it accessible for voters of all

backgrounds. Here’s how it typically works:

1. Research and Compilation

The AFA conducts thorough research on candidates running for office at various levels. This includes

gathering information from:

- Public statements

- Voting records

- Campaign platforms

- Responses to AFA questionnaires

The aim is to provide an accurate representation of where each candidate stands on relevant issues.

2. Rating Candidates

Once the information is collected, candidates are rated based on their alignment with AFA’s values.

Ratings may range from supportive to opposing, and are often color-coded for easy understanding.



3. Distribution of the Guide

The voter guide is usually distributed in various formats, including:

- Online PDFs: Easily accessible for those who prefer digital resources.

- Printed Copies: Available at local AFA chapters, churches, and community events.

- Mobile Apps: Some versions may be available on mobile platforms for quick reference on-the-go.

Key Features of the American Family Association Voter Guide

The AFA voter guide includes several features that enhance its usability:

1. Candidate Comparison

The guide often includes side-by-side comparisons of candidates, allowing voters to see differences in

their positions at a glance. This feature is especially helpful in contested races where voters may be

unfamiliar with all candidates.

2. Local and National Focus

The AFA provides guides for various elections, from local city council races to national elections,

ensuring that voters have the information they need regardless of the level of government.

3. Issue Education



In addition to candidate ratings, the voter guide often includes educational content that explains the

significance of each issue. This helps voters understand why their choices matter beyond the ballot

box.

How to Use the AFA Voter Guide Effectively

To maximize the benefits of the AFA voter guide, voters can adopt several strategies:

Review the Guide Early: Don’t wait until election day to familiarize yourself with the candidates1.

and their positions. Take the time to read through the guide beforehand.

Discuss with Others: Engage in conversations with family and friends about the guide’s findings.2.

Discussing differing viewpoints can help clarify your own beliefs.

Research Beyond the Guide: While the AFA voter guide is a valuable tool, consider researching3.

candidates further to gain a more comprehensive understanding of their platforms.

Participate in Local Events: Attend town halls, debates, or community meetings where4.

candidates are present. This allows for direct interaction and questions.

Share the Guide: Encourage others in your community to utilize the guide. Share it through social5.

media or distribute printed copies to friends and family.

Challenges and Criticisms

While the AFA voter guide serves a significant purpose, it has faced challenges and criticisms over the



years:

1. Partisanship Concerns

Critics argue that the AFA's voter guide may be perceived as partisan, primarily promoting candidates

who align with conservative values while overlooking more moderate or liberal candidates who may

also support family values.

2. Diverse Interpretations of Values

Family values and faith can be interpreted in various ways. Some argue that the AFA’s interpretation

may not fully represent the diversity of beliefs among American families.

The Future of the AFA Voter Guide

As the political landscape continues to evolve, the AFA voter guide will likely adapt to meet the needs

of voters. This may include:

- Enhanced Digital Platforms: With the rise of technology, expanding digital access to the guide can

reach a broader audience.

- Increased Community Engagement: Fostering relationships with local churches and community

organizations can help spread the message of the voter guide.

- Focus on Education: Providing more resources on civic engagement and the voting process can

empower voters to make informed choices.



Conclusion

The American Family Association voter guide is an essential resource for voters who wish to align their

electoral choices with their values, particularly those rooted in family and faith. By providing clear

information about candidates and their positions on critical issues, the AFA empowers individuals to

engage in the electoral process confidently. As voters navigate the complexities of the political

landscape, utilizing tools like the AFA voter guide can facilitate informed decision-making, promote

civic engagement, and ultimately contribute to the shaping of policies that reflect the values of

American families.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the American Family Association (AFA) Voter Guide?

The AFA Voter Guide is a resource provided by the American Family Association to help voters make

informed decisions based on their values, particularly focusing on issues related to family, morality,

and faith.

How can I access the AFA Voter Guide?

The AFA Voter Guide can be accessed online through the American Family Association's official

website, where users can find information on candidates and issues relevant to their state.

What types of issues does the AFA Voter Guide cover?

The guide covers a range of issues including family values, education, religious freedom, life issues,

and traditional marriage, providing voters with a moral perspective on each topic.



Is the AFA Voter Guide non-partisan?

While the AFA Voter Guide aims to provide information based on Christian values, it may not be

considered non-partisan as it often aligns with conservative viewpoints and candidates who support

similar values.

How frequently is the AFA Voter Guide updated?

The AFA Voter Guide is typically updated for each election cycle to reflect the most current candidates

and their positions on relevant issues.

Can I trust the information provided in the AFA Voter Guide?

The AFA Voter Guide is created by the American Family Association, a well-known organization

among conservative circles, but it is important for voters to do their own research and consider multiple

sources.

Does the AFA Voter Guide provide information on local elections?

Yes, the AFA Voter Guide often includes information on local elections, including state and local

candidates, as well as ballot measures that align with family values.

How does the AFA determine candidate positions for the Voter Guide?

The AFA typically assesses candidates based on their public statements, voting records, and

responses to surveys regarding key issues important to the organization and its supporters.
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