
all creatures great and small complete
series
All creatures great and small complete series is a beloved television adaptation that
has captured the hearts of audiences for decades. Based on the autobiographical works of
veterinarian James Herriot, this series encapsulates the charm and challenges of rural life
in the Yorkshire Dales during the 1930s. The combination of heartwarming stories,
endearing characters, and stunning landscapes has made "All Creatures Great and Small"
a timeless classic that continues to resonate with viewers of all ages. In this article, we
will explore the series' origins, its impact on popular culture, and what makes it so special.

Origins of All Creatures Great and Small

The roots of "All Creatures Great and Small" can be traced back to the literary works of
James Herriot, the pen name of veterinarian Alfred Wight. Herriot's first book, "If Only
They Could Talk," was published in 1970 and quickly gained popularity due to its
humorous and heartfelt depiction of veterinary life. The success of this book led to a series
of sequels, including:

"It Shouldn't Happen to a Vet" (1972)

"Vet in a Spin" (1973)

"Let Sleeping Vets Lie" (1974)

"The Lord God Made Them All" (1981)

In 1978, the BBC adapted these books into a television series, which would eventually give
rise to multiple series and specials over the years.

The Original Series (1978-1990)

The original "All Creatures Great and Small" series aired from 1978 to 1990,
encompassing a total of seven seasons. The show featured a stellar cast that included:

Christopher Timothy as James Herriot

Robert Hardy as Siegfried Farnon

Peter Davison as Tristan Farnon



The series was set in the fictional village of Darrowby and followed James Herriot, a young
veterinarian who moves to the Yorkshire Dales to work alongside the eccentric Siegfried
Farnon and his brother Tristan. The show's charm lay not just in its comedic moments but
also in its poignant storytelling and the depiction of the bond between humans and
animals.

Key Themes of the Original Series

The original series touched on various themes that resonated deeply with viewers:

Community: The show portrayed the tight-knit community of Darrowby, showcasing1.
the relationships between residents and the importance of support and camaraderie.

Compassion for Animals: As a veterinarian, James Herriot's love for animals was2.
central to the narrative, illustrating the dedication and empathy required in
veterinary medicine.

Challenges of Rural Life: The series depicted the hardships faced by farmers and3.
the impact of economic changes on rural communities.

Revival of the Series (2020-Present)

In 2020, a new adaptation of "All Creatures Great and Small" premiered on Channel 5 in
the UK, bringing the stories of James Herriot to a new generation. This modern adaptation
was developed by Ben Vanstone and produced by Playground Entertainment and
All3Media. The cast featured:

Nicholas Ralph as James Herriot

Samuel West as Siegfried Farnon

Callum Woodhouse as Tristan Farnon

Rachel Shenton as Helen Alderson

The revival has been praised for its high production values, engaging storytelling, and the
ability to capture the essence of Herriot's original works while also appealing to
contemporary audiences.



Highlights of the New Series

The new "All Creatures Great and Small" series has brought several exciting elements to
the forefront:

Stunning Cinematography: The series showcases breathtaking landscapes of the1.
Yorkshire Dales, enhancing the viewing experience and immersing audiences in the
rural setting.

Character Development: The new adaptation has allowed for deeper exploration of2.
characters, particularly Helen Alderson, who plays a significant role in James
Herriot's life.

Modern Storytelling: While retaining the charm of the original, the new series3.
addresses contemporary issues such as animal welfare and the challenges faced by
veterinary professionals today.

The Cultural Impact of All Creatures Great and
Small

Both the original series and the revival have had a significant impact on popular culture in
the UK and beyond. The show's ability to blend humor, drama, and heartfelt moments has
made it a cultural touchstone for many. Here are a few ways in which "All Creatures Great
and Small" has influenced society:

Inspiration for Aspiring Veterinarians

The series has inspired countless individuals to pursue careers in veterinary medicine. The
portrayal of the veterinary profession, with its challenges and rewards, has captured the
imagination of young viewers, encouraging them to follow in James Herriot's footsteps.

Promoting Animal Welfare

The series has also played a role in promoting animal welfare issues. By showcasing the
bond between humans and animals, it has raised awareness about the importance of
compassionate care and responsible pet ownership.



Legacy of Storytelling

The enduring popularity of "All Creatures Great and Small" speaks to the power of
storytelling in connecting people across generations. The series has become a cherished
part of British television history, with fans often quoting lines or sharing their favorite
moments.

Conclusion

All creatures great and small complete series remains a beloved adaptation that
continues to resonate with viewers today. Whether through the original series or the
recent revival, James Herriot's stories celebrate the beauty of rural life, the challenges of
veterinary medicine, and the profound connections between humans and animals. As the
series endures, it serves as a reminder of the importance of compassion, community, and
the joy that can be found in the simplest moments of life. For those who have yet to
experience the magic of "All Creatures Great and Small," now is the perfect time to dive
into this heartwarming world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'All Creatures Great and Small' about?
'All Creatures Great and Small' is a television series based on the books by James Herriot,
depicting the life of a rural veterinarian in the Yorkshire Dales during the 1930s and
1940s, showcasing his experiences with animals and their owners.

Who are the main characters in the complete series?
The main characters include James Herriot, Siegfried Farnon, Tristan Farnon, and Helen
Alderson, each contributing to the heartwarming and sometimes humorous narratives of
veterinary life.

How many seasons are in the complete series of 'All
Creatures Great and Small'?
The complete series consists of two seasons that were released in 2020 and 2021, with a
third season announced and expected in 2022.

Is 'All Creatures Great and Small' based on a true story?
Yes, the series is based on the semi-autobiographical works of James Herriot, who was a
real-life veterinarian in England, and the stories are inspired by his own experiences.



What themes are explored in 'All Creatures Great and
Small'?
The series explores themes of compassion, the bond between humans and animals, the
challenges of rural life, and the importance of community and friendship.

Who plays the role of James Herriot in the series?
Nicholas Ralph portrays James Herriot in the series, bringing the character to life with a
blend of charm and sincerity.

Where can I watch 'All Creatures Great and Small'?
'All Creatures Great and Small' is available for streaming on platforms like PBS
Masterpiece, Amazon Prime Video, and BritBox, depending on your region.
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