
american science and surplus park ridge
American Science and Surplus Park Ridge is a unique retail destination that has captured the
imagination of science enthusiasts, educators, and curious minds alike. Established in 1937, this
store has evolved from a small surplus equipment outlet into a vibrant hub for all things scientific
and educational. Located in Park Ridge, Illinois, American Science and Surplus offers a diverse array
of products that cater to hobbyists, teachers, and anyone with a passion for exploration and learning.

History of American Science and Surplus

American Science and Surplus began as a small business focused on selling surplus scientific
equipment. Over the decades, it has expanded its offerings significantly, reflecting changes in both
the scientific community and consumer interests.

Founding and Early Years

- Founded in 1937: The store's origins can be traced back to the Great Depression when surplus
goods were readily available.
- Initial Focus: The primary aim was to provide affordable scientific tools and equipment to schools,
businesses, and hobbyists.

Expansion and Growth

- Diverse Product Range: Over the years, the store grew its inventory to include:
- Educational toys
- Science kits
- Laboratory equipment
- Unique gadgets
- Community Engagement: American Science and Surplus has always emphasized community
involvement, often participating in local events and educational programs.

Product Offerings

American Science and Surplus is renowned for its eclectic mix of products, appealing to a wide
range of customers.

Educational Supplies

- For Teachers and Students: The store offers a plethora of educational materials, including:



- Science experiment kits
- Models and diagrams
- Art supplies with a scientific twist
- Hands-On Learning: The focus is on providing tools that encourage experiential learning, making
science more accessible and engaging.

Unique Gadgets and Tools

- Curiosities Galore: From optical illusions to quirky gadgets, the store is filled with items that pique
curiosity.
- DIY Projects: Many products are designed for hands-on projects, promoting creativity and
innovation.

Surplus Equipment

- Laboratory Supplies: American Science and Surplus stocks a variety of surplus lab equipment,
including:
- Microscopes
- Beakers
- Bunsen burners
- Industrial Goods: The store also offers surplus items that can be useful for DIY enthusiasts and
small businesses.

Shopping Experience

Visiting American Science and Surplus is more than just a shopping trip; it’s an experience in itself.

Store Layout and Design

- Organized Sections: The store is divided into various sections, making it easy to navigate:
- Educational supplies
- Unique gadgets
- Surplus equipment
- Interactive Displays: Many products are available for hands-on exploration, allowing customers to
engage with items before purchasing.

Online Shopping and Resources

- Website Accessibility: American Science and Surplus has a robust online presence, offering:
- An extensive catalog of products
- Educational resources, including project ideas and experiments



- Shipping Options: Customers can order online and have products shipped directly to their homes,
expanding the store's reach beyond Park Ridge.

Community Involvement and Educational Outreach

American Science and Surplus is deeply invested in the local community, focusing on education and
science promotion.

Workshops and Events

- Educational Workshops: The store often hosts workshops for students and educators, covering
various scientific topics.
- Community Events: Participation in local fairs and science expos helps raise awareness about
science education.

Partnerships with Schools

- Support for Local Schools: American Science and Surplus collaborates with schools to provide
resources and materials for science programs.
- Discounts for Educators: Special pricing is often available for teachers to ensure they have access
to necessary supplies.

Customer Testimonials

The store has garnered a loyal customer base, with many patrons sharing their experiences.

- Engaging Environment: Customers appreciate the hands-on nature of the store, allowing them to
interact with products before buying.
- Knowledgeable Staff: Employees are often praised for their expertise and willingness to assist
customers in finding the right items.
- Unique Finds: Many shoppers enjoy the thrill of discovering quirky and unusual products that can't
be found elsewhere.

Impact on the Scientific Community

American Science and Surplus has made significant contributions to the scientific community,
particularly in education.



Promoting STEM Education

- Encouraging Exploration: By providing accessible science tools, the store plays a crucial role in
promoting STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) education.
- Inspiring Future Scientists: Many young visitors leave the store inspired and excited about science,
fostering a new generation of thinkers and innovators.

Supporting Local Innovators

- Resources for Inventors: The store also caters to inventors and makers, offering materials that can
be used for prototyping and small projects.
- Networking Opportunities: By hosting events, American Science and Surplus serves as a
networking hub for local scientists, educators, and innovators.

Conclusion

In summary, American Science and Surplus Park Ridge stands out as a cherished establishment that
goes beyond retail. It embodies a commitment to education, community engagement, and the
promotion of science. With its vast array of unique products, hands-on shopping experience, and
dedication to fostering curiosity, the store has cemented its place as a vital resource for anyone
interested in science. Whether you are a teacher seeking new educational tools, a hobbyist looking
for unique gadgets, or simply a curious individual eager to explore the wonders of science, American
Science and Surplus is a destination worth visiting.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is American Science and Surplus Park Ridge known for?
American Science and Surplus Park Ridge is known for offering a wide range of scientific supplies,
educational toys, and unique gadgets, catering to both educators and hobbyists.

How did American Science and Surplus start?
American Science and Surplus began as a surplus supplier for scientific equipment and has evolved
into a retail destination for science enthusiasts, providing hard-to-find items and educational
materials.

What types of products can you find at American Science and
Surplus?
You can find a variety of products including lab equipment, science kits, educational toys, vintage
items, and DIY project supplies at American Science and Surplus.



Is American Science and Surplus Park Ridge suitable for kids?
Yes, American Science and Surplus Park Ridge offers many educational toys and science kits that
are suitable for kids, fostering a love for learning and experimentation.

Are there any special events or workshops at American
Science and Surplus Park Ridge?
American Science and Surplus Park Ridge often hosts special events, workshops, and
demonstrations aimed at engaging the community and promoting science education.

Can educators find resources at American Science and
Surplus?
Absolutely! American Science and Surplus provides a variety of resources and materials specifically
designed for educators, including bulk supplies and educational kits.

What is the best way to keep up with new arrivals at American
Science and Surplus?
The best way to stay updated on new arrivals and special promotions at American Science and
Surplus is to sign up for their newsletter or follow them on social media.

Does American Science and Surplus offer online shopping?
Yes, American Science and Surplus has an online store where customers can browse and purchase a
wide range of products, making it convenient to shop from home.
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